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FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1904. 

JOINT MEETING AT ELGIN. 

There was held at Elgin on Fr iday the annual 
meet ing of t h e Nor thern Association of Scien-
tific and Li te rary Societies. The Societies 
taking pa r t were :—Banffshire Field Club, Elgin 
L i t e r a ry and Scientific Association, Inverness 
Scientific Society and Field Club, Nairn Li terary 
Ins t i tu te , and Morayshire Teachers' Field Club. 
A m o n g those present were—Messrs J o h n Yeats, 
M.A. , B a n f f ; A. Greig, B a n f f ; J . Grant, LL.B. , 
B a n f f ; J . Bryce, Elgin ; J .D. Cheyne, Alves ; 
P rovos t Young, E l g i n ; Messrs Gillanders, 
E l g i n ; A. Hogg, E l g i n ; J o h n Wink, Elgin.; 
G. B. Shiach, E l g i n ; John Kintrea, E l g i n ; 
Simon Leitch, E l g i n ; J . Pe t r ie Fraser, Elgin ; 
J o h n Adams, E l g i n ; John Allan, E l g i n ; H . B. 
M' In tosh , E l g i n ; B . M. Allardyce, E l g i n ; 
T . D. Wallace, Inverness ; and Alexander Ross. 
LL.D. , Inverness ; Mr W . Taylor, L h a n b r y d ; 
and J . Fraser , C.E., Inverness. 

Colonel Johns ton of Lesmurdie, president of 
the Elgin Li terary and Scientific Society, ex-
tended a welcome t o the visitors. He trusted 
t h e proceedings would be of sufficient interest 
and of sufficient pleasure t o them for their 
t rouble in at tending. 

T h e Secretary, M r R. B. Gordon, Elgin, inti-
mated apologies for absence from Dr Traquhair , 
keeper of the natura l history collections, Edin-
burgh Museum of Scicnce and A r t ; Dr Milne, 
Clifton Road, Abe rdeen ; Mr Garden M. 
Hossack, Banff ; Mr James Bennet , South View, 
E l g i n ; Mr Alex. Kintrea , Reidhaven Street, 
E l g i n ; Mr Kenne th Macdonald, town clerk, In-
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verness; Mr William C. Young, E lg in ; and Dr 
Cramond, Cullen. 

The company then proceeded to the ruins of 
the Cathedral, where they were received by the 
caretaker, Mr Pozzi, and conducted over the 
buildings. One of the visitors, Dr Alexander 

Ross, Inverness, explained the architectural 
features of the Cathedral t o the company. 
Afterwards, by special permission of the Marquis 
of Bute, the beautiful Greyfriars Church and 
Monastery, restored by the late Marquis of 
Bute, were examined. 

Later the company returned t o t he Museum, 
where a number of papers on scientific subjects 
were read. Colonel Johnston was in the chair. 

The following interesting paper was contri-
buted by Mr John Milne, LL.D., Aberdeen: — 

WATER IN T H E ATMOSPHERE. 
All the water on the earth was once in the air, 

and there is still much water in the atmosphere. 
Water is made of two gases, oxygen and hy-
drogen. Both of these were once abundant in 
the atmosphere, and oxygen still forms a large 
part of it, but all the hydrogen has gone t o form 
water When, an electric spark is passed through 
a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen they unite 
and form water. Now, a flash of lightning is 
the light produced by the quick passing of elec-
tricity through the air, and so long as there 
remained any free hydrogen in the air some 
water was produced in every thunder-storm. 
But it is not with the making of water in the 
air, but with water after it is made, tha t I have 
to do. Water exists on the earth and in the 
air in three states—solid, liquid, and gaseous. 
I n the solid state we call it ice if i t is a hard, 
dry, compact substance; when it is in the form 
of small crystalls of ice in loose coherence, we 
call it snow, but snow can be converted into ice 
by pressing the crystals firmly together. In the 
form of dew, rain, springs, rivers, and the ocean 
we have water in the liquid state with its par-
ticles coherent in masses great or small; but 
in the liquid state it is seen also in small 
particles moving about in the air in the forms of 
quiet mist, drifting fog, condensed steam, or 
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