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WEDNESDAY, November 13, 1901.
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MEETING AT BANFF.

Fi

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club
was held at Banff to-night, the President, Dr
Cramond, Cullen, in the chair.
NEW

MEMBERS.
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Miss Gowan, Cathay House, Cullen, was admitted
a member of the Club, and Messrs John Fowlie,
architect, Cullen House; William Muir, teacher,
Buckie; George Donald, teacher, Portknockie ;
and Alex. Donald, teacher, Ordiquhill, were
nominated for election at next meeting.
ACCOUNTS.
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The Treasurer in his annual report gave an
acoount of the income and expenditure of the
Club.
The income, inoluding accumulated
funds, was £97 8s. 10d., and the expenditure
£21 14s., leaving a credit balance of £75 14sl0d.
ANNUAL

REPORT.

The Secretary, Mr John Yeats, M.A., presented the annual report as follows:—
" In presenting the twenty-second annual report the secretary has to congratulate the Club
on a very successful year's work. The ordinary
work of the year was somewhat curtailed from
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the knowledge that the joint meeting of
Northern Literary and Scientific Societies fell
to be held this year under the auspices of the
Banffshire Club, and the feeling t h a t we must
reserve some of our strength for that important
occasion. We had only one ordinary meeting,
at which we had a most interesting and exhaustive paper from Dr Milne on Agriculture in
Egypt. Egyptian farming is wholly dependent
for its success on irrigation, and Dr Milne entered
fully into the methods employed to make the
waters of the Nile available for that purpose.
To the same meeting Dr Milne sent a short communication explaining t h e meaning of t h e old
term " Horn Silver." I would again call he
attention of members to the desirability of
persons who are in possession of isolated scraps
of interesting information communicating same
to the secretary. They add t o the interest and
usefulness of our meetings, and are preserved in
our transactions.
" We had no excursion of t h e whole Club this
year, but a few members interested chiefly in
botany made several visits t o t h e Gamrie coast
in the interests of that delightful science.
It
would be well if these small sectional excursions
were of a more frequent occurrence.
Largely
attended excursions have a more imposing appearance ; but, as they are of necessity composed
of people with different tastes and pursuits, it
often happens that objects t h a t one section of
excursionists would fain linger over must b e
passed over with a superficial examination from
a feeling that the rest of the company are being
bored. But the great feature of the year was
the joint meeting of the Northern Association
of Literary and Scientific Societies, which proved
an unqualified success.
W e have had larger
joint meetings in Banff, but none which were
more instructive and enjoyable. T h e papers read
at the Friday evening meeting were on well
ohoeen subjects, which were handled in an able
and interesting manner ; but, as they are printed
in full in the transactions, there is no need to
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say more here than that they embraced all the
three subjects which are generally considered, to
be the peculiar province of Field Clubs. We
had two papers on botanical subjects, two on.
historical and antiquarian subjects, and one
on a geological subject.
These papers form
a. very important contribution to our printed
transactions. The proceedings on Friday evening were wound up by the usual supper in the
Fife Arms Hotel. Our host, Mr Chisnolm, performed his part in a most creditable manner, and
the company; showed that they could play their
part in a social function as well as in an intellectual one.
The excursion on Saturday was
equally successful. W e had perfect weathier to
begin with. The district was comparatively new
to most of us. The route lay through a beautiful country, containing many objects of interest,
and with competent leaders, who grudged no
pains to point them out, we had all the elements
of a successful excursion.
The company was
muoh indebted to Mr Wallace, Inverness, for
the lucid way in whioh he explained the geological phenomena of the lava outflow at the Gol
lachy b u r n ; and to Mr Thomson, Gollachy, for
the rare treat afforded by his very interesting
collection and for his description of the famous
fossil beds in the Tynet burn, which there was
not time t o visit. Gordon Castle and its beautiful gardens and grounds were much admired,
and the officials were most attentive in pointing
out objects of interest. Most of all were the
excursionists indebted to Mr Muirhead, His
Grace's Commissioner, who personally conducted
the excursionists through the grounds, and whose
scientific knowledge was of the greatest benefit
in naming and describing the great variety of
trees and plants met with in course of the
ramble. Altogether, the joint meetings will be
looked back upon with pleasure by all who took
part in them, and cannot fail to infuse fresh
vigour into the associated Societies.
. ,
" The membership of the Club is being fairly
well sustained. There 'have been a few resignations, but the accession of new members will
probably be sufficient to counterbalance our
losses. T o keep up, and, if possible, increase,
the membership, ought to be the care of every
well-wisher of the Club. Particularly we should
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endeavour to increase our town's membership,
for on that the attendance a t our meetings
almost entirely depends, and there is nothing
more gratifying to the reader of a paper than a
good and attentive audience."
The report was adopted.
The retiring President then delivered his
address, taking as his subject
NOTES ON MONTCOFFER BANFF.
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I t is strange that erven at the present day,
after so much has been done in the way of
elucidating family, burgh, and county history,
it should still be a matter of so much difficulty
to trace the ownership of a small estate for, say,
the matter of four or five hundred years.
Scattered references, often tantalisingly brief,
We do occasionally find in local records; but t h e
succession proper can only, as a rule, b e got a t
from the Registers of Sasines now deposited in
the General Register House, Edinburgh. These
are voluminous and proverbially d r y ; in fact,
of all the tasks an antiquary can betake himself
to he will find none so dry and dreary as this.
Yet, in spite of all, one meets with facts a n d
dates of great value. I t is a reproach t o t h e
antiquarian study of the country t h a t t h e
Registers of Sasines for the several counties rest
on the shelves practically unopened.
A n acquaintance with the names, at least, of t h e
successive proprietors of estates is as essential
for a, oounty history as the succession of kings
forthehistoryofthe country. F o r this county
the Registers begin so far back as 16th J a n u a r y
1600andwith the exception of a blank from
1609 to 1617 are complete to the present day,
and in good preservation. The registers for t h e
neighbouring oounty of Aberdeen begin in the
year 1599.
The earliest reference I have found in record
to Montcoffer or its proprietors is in the service
of William Turing, as heir of J o h n Turing of
Foveran, his father, in the barony of Foveran.
The jury for this purpose sat in the Court-House
of Aberdeen on the third day of October 1503,
in presence of the Earl of Crawford, Sheriff of
the county of Aberdeen. Alexander Tullocht of
Moncoffir was one of the jury, and his fellowjurors included Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum,

