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Results show that Copper exists at the centre mainlj
as Copper Sulphide (CuS = Covellite, which is a mineral
new to Scotland), and as Malachite a t the margins.
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GORDON CASTLE A N D T H E D U C A L
FAMILY.
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The interest of the paper was much enhanced by
diagrams and numerous geological specimens which
were handed round among t h e company.
Mr Wallace, Inverness, spoke of t h e originality
of the paper, and said this was not t h e first t i m e
Dr Mackie had ably dealt with t h e Elgin Sandstone,
and they found him now embarking on a new phase
in the study of sand veins. H e proposed a vote of
thanks to Dr Mackie for his valuable contribution,
and the motion was cordially carried.
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Dr Cramond afterwards gave some particulars of
special interest in view of the excursion of the followin g
day. He said—The castle, though situated on a plain,
commands an extensive view. As you approach, the eye
is arrested by the massive quadrangular tower of six
storeys, rising to the height of nearly ninety feet. This
tower was built by George, second Karl of Huntly, and
thus has weathered the northern blast for more than
four centuries. The Bog o' Gight, or the " Windy Bog,"
was the name it bore till the title of Duke of
Gordon was conferred on George, Marquis of H u n t l y ,
in 1684, when it began to be designated Gordon Castle.
I t was almost entirely rebuilt by Alexander, the fourth
Duke, towards the close of last century. As it now
stands, the main building adjoins the tower, and consists of four storeys, while spacious wings extend to the
east and west, having galleries or arcades to connect with
the main building, and forming altogether an imposing
frontage of 668 feet, constructed throughout of Elgin
freestone, and the walls surmounted by battlements.
Plots of grass and flowers, shrubberies, and trimlykept walks extend far in front of the Castle, and adjacent
lies the great park—a level expanse of ten or twelve
square miles, containing some of the finest trees in the
North of Scotland, especially limes and sycamores. In
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an ample enclosure roams a large herd of fallow deer.
This herd has been one of the attractions of Gordon
Castle for more than a century. The amenity of the
Castle was much improved about a hundred years ago
by the removal of the town and church of Fochabers to
their present site. The old Town Cross still remains
where it originally stood, and attached to it are the iron
jougs by which offenders were fastened to the cross by
the neck. The interior of the Castle is sumptuously
furnished and adorned with paintings and statuary
and innumerable deers' beads.
George, fifth Duke of Gordon, having died in 1836
without issue, the Marquisate of Huntly devolved on
his cousin. The eldest sister of the last Duke of Gordon
married the Duke of Richmond, who succeeded as heir
of entail to most of the property. The present Duke of
Richmond succeeded in 1860, and was created Duke of
Gordon in 1876.
The history of the North of Scotland for the last four
centuries is intimately associated with the House of
Gordon. Mrs Grant of Laggan gives expression to a
feeling that must often have found utterance in the
home of the head of the Gordons:—
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" Oh, where, tell me where, is your Highland laddie
gone?"
" He's gone with streaming banners where noble
deeds are done,
And my sad heart will tremble till he comes
safely home."
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The allusion in the song is to the Marquis of Huntly
when he went to Holland, under Sir Ralph Abercromby,
in 1799, as Colonel of the 92nd, or Gordon Highlanders;
but the war-cry never reached the ears of the Gordons
in vain. The first of the line. Lord Gordon, was in the
" bloody Harlaw," and figured afterwards in the wars
with France; the second Earl of Huntly was Lieutenant
of the northern parts of Scotland—no sinecure post in
the fifteenth century; the third Earl was in command
at Flodden, and was afterwards Lientenant of all Scotland ; the fourth Earl fought at Pinkie and fell at
Corrichie, while his son was beheaded at Aberdeen,
Queen Mary witnessing his execution with many tears;
the sixth Earl (the first Marquis) gained the Battle of
Glenlivet; the second Marquis fought for the King, and
was beheaded at Edinburgh, and his son was slain at
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the Battle of Alford. The second Duke proclaimed the
Chevalier as King at Gordon Castle, and joined the
rebels with two thousand men. The fourth Duke raised
the 89th Foot on his estates, and the fifth Duke raised
the 92nd, or Gordon Highlanders. The present Duke,
too, has martial instincts, for he was formerly an officer
in the Horse Guards.
Hospitality has ever been a conspicuous feature of
Gordon Castle. " The Gudeman o' the Bog" was in
ancient days the Highlanders' affectionate mode of
designating their chief. " T h e Cock e' the N o r t h ' '
expressed in later times the lordly power of the house of
Gordon. The present Duke of Richmond and Gordon
is a model landlord and is beloved by his numerous
tenantry.
We are walking in the footsteps of distinguished men
when we go to Gordon Castle. Taylor, the water poet,
was here entertained in the 17th century by the Marquis
of Huntly, where, says he, our entertainer was like himself—free, bountiful, and honourable. Boswell, in his
Life of Johnson, says, under the year 1773, " We passed
Gordon Castle, which has a princely appearance."
Burns was here with his companion Nicol in 1787. In
speaking of Gordon Castle, it should be noticed t h a t
Elezer in bis Theatrum Scotiae has mis-named some of
his plates. His " Castle of Inverero" may represent
Gordon Castle in 1693, but his plate entitled
"Boghengieght" is not Bog o' Gicht but Heriot's
Hospital, Edinburgh.
We often read ef the " Boat of Brig" in old papers.
This was near Fochabers where about a century ago the
ferry boat was replaced by a bridge, which was swept
away by the flood of 1829. A fine stone bridge said to
have cost £13,000 now takes it place.
Shaw says the original of Gordon Castle was a gloomy
tower in the centre of a morass called the Bog o' Gight,
accessible only by a narrow causeway and a drawbridge.
The tower he says was formed by George Earl of
Huntly, who died in 1507.
The Quarry Gardens form one of the most interesting
features within the policies. Here are interesting ferns
and flowers and old carved stones, said to have been
brought from Huntly Castle. Here are the initials and
monogram of the 1st Marquis and Marchioness of
Huntly. Two texts bear the date 1614.
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At the Castle we shall see the section of a tree cut in
t h e forest of Glenmore, six feet broad, bearing a brass
plate thus inscribed—" In 1783, Wm. Osborne, Hull,
purchased the forest of Glenmore from the Duke of
Gordon. He cut it down in 22 years, and built a t the
mouth of the Spey 47 sail, one of them was in the service of His Majesty." Date of presentation, 26th September 1806. We cannot be in that neighbourhood
without remembering that the eldest son of the great
Montrose, Lord Graham, a youth of 15, was buried in
t h e old church of Bellie. " H e takis seiknes," says
Spalding, " d i e s in the Bog in a few dayis, and is bureit
in t h e Kirk of Bellie, to his fathir's gryt greif." This
was in March 1645. Huntty Castle, the other principal
family residence, ceased to be inhabited c. 1760.
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The writer of the Old Statistical Account, a little over
a century ago, says—" The town of Fochabers has been
removed from the vicinity of Gordon Castle to a rising
ground nearly a mile distant. Gordon Castle is well
known," he adds, " to be one of the noblest palaces in
Britain, and attracts the notice of all travellers, who
never fail to return highly gratified."
O n t h e motion of Mr Wallace, a vote of t h a n k s
was passed t o D r Cramond, both for his excellent
papers a n d f o r his conduct in t h e chair.

S U P P E R IN F I F E ARMS.
At half-past eight, the members met in the Fife Arms
Hotel a t supper, when an excellent repast was served
under the superintendence of Mr Chisholm.
Dr
Cramond presided, and Mr Wallace, Inverness, was
croupier. There were also present—Dr Mackie, Elgin;
Mr J . A. M'Gruther, Inverness; Mr James Morrison,
solicitor, B a n f f ; Mr P. E . Harper, Earlhill; Mr James
Forbes, solicitor, B a n f f ; Bailie Alexander, Banff; Mr
J o h n W. Simpson, Banff; Mr James Mair, schoolmaster,
B a n f f ; Mr James Grant, solicitor, Banff; Mr John
Yeats, Banff ; Mr A. Greig, Sandlaw; Provost Munro,
B a n f f ; Mr William Rhind, London ; Mr Jaffrey and
Mr Crawford. Hopeman ; Mr James Fraser, Inverness;
Mr William Wilson, Terpersie, Alford ; Mr J . Tennant
Gordon, chief constable; and Mr William Barclay,
Duncan Street, Banff.
The Chairman gave the usual loyal toasts.

