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T H E R O Y A L CASTLE, BOROUGH, AND
P A R K OF F Y V I E .
I t was as follows: —
When, or by whom, Fyvie Castle was founded
it is now difficult, if not impossible to discover;
but there can be no doubt that it was built at
a very early date. And it is equally certain that
the present building, the oldest part of which
dates from about 1390, was preceded by a castle
or keep of much greater antiquity; but whether
the ancient walls were entirely removed or their
foundations simply enlarged and built upon
cannot now be determined.
I n a brief which, later on, I shall examine more
fully, King Robert the Bruce refers to the Castle
and Borough of Fyvie as existing in the reign
of Alexander III. That would be about the
year 1250; and in the deed executed between
Edward I. and John Baliol in 1292, reference
is made t o the "Burgeus de Fyvin," from which
it appears that not the Castle only, but the
Royal Borough of Fyvie also, were places of considerable importance, and consequently must
have been, in existence some considerable time
before that date. We also learn that in his progress through Scotland in 1296, Edward I. proceeded from Aberdeen to Kintore on 20th July,
and on the next day he is said to have ridden
first to Lumphanan, and thence to "Fyvie
Chastelle," passing on to Banff on the 22nd.
When we enquire regarding the origin of
towns in these early and turbulent times, we
find that they sprung up in various ways. Some

b

and one is sorry that so many of the earlier numbers are now out of print. The Wisconsin Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters have sent
the X I Volume of their Transactions, an immense tome of some 570 pages. They ask if we
publish our Transactions, and if we would be
inclined for an exchange.
" Five new members have joined the Club
during the year, an accession that will probably
more than counterbalance any loss of membership by resignation or otherwise."
The President then delivered his closing address. H e took as his subject
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grew u p u n d e r the fostering shadow of some
great monastery or abbey, others again arose a s
convenient centres f o r the interchange of goods,
while many, like Fyvie, grew u p r o u n d t h e castle
of some great king or earl. A n d how i m p o r t a n t
it was t h a t both castles and town should occupy
places of natural strength we learn f r o m t h e
history of these early times—for instance, w e
read in one of t h e volumes of t h e N e w S p a l d i n g
Club, t h a t " H a l l Forest, a R o y a l residence n e a r
K i n t o r e belonging to R o b e r t Bruce, consisted of
four stories or arches, having b a t t l e m e n t s besideswhatiscalledacape-house, with a moveable ladder b y which those who lodged in i t
entered to t h e first floor," and t h a t " T h e tower
or old house of Skene, consisting of t h r e e stories,
was entered by a ladder on t h e second s t o r e y . "
When we consider these necessary precautions,
a t a tune when might was t h e only sure defence
of a man s right, we cannot b u t a d m i r e t h e site
chosen for Fyvie Castle. I t is placed at t h e
extreme northern end—on b y far t h e strongest
position—of a small plateau rising a b r u p t l y f r o m
the middle of a valley. On all sides t h e descent
t o the valley is a b r u p t and steep, a n d before
the introduction of m o d e r n offensive weapons of
war t h e whole plateau must have b e e n a place
of considerable strength.
On t h e n o r t h a n d
west the river Y t h a n flows close t o t h e base of
this plateau, and in those days t h e low g r o u n d
through which it meandered can have been little
better than a swamp. On t h e east side, n o w
occupied by a beautiful stretch of water, m u s t
have flowed the P a r k burn, m a k i n g its way
southward and westward t o t h e Y t h a n , t h r o u g h
a series of pools and marshy ground.
Such,
indeed, was t h e condition of this p a r t of t h e
valley, even u p t o t h e time, a b o u t a c e n t u r y
ago, when these pools were converted i n t o t h e
present lake b y a slight e m b a n k m e n t at t h e
northern and southern ends.
On this plateau, which extends southwards
from t h e Castle, and on which at one t i m e t h e r e
undoubtedly existed buildings, m u s t have b e e n
situated the borough of Fyvie. I t has been said
that the site is now unknown, a n d , i n fact, an
unfounded claim has been set u p for q u i t e
another and impossible l o c a l i t y ; b u t we hope
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t o show that this is the only site that meets the
conditions that are imposed by the documents
that have come down to our time. If, also, we
look at any of the old boroughs where a castle
remains, we find that the castle occupies the
strongest position that the locality affords, and
that the town is clustered round it. Such are
exactly the positions of Fyvie Castle and of the
site I have named. Towns in these days were
small, and this plateau, now called the Castle
Dales, extending as it does about half-a-mile in
length, would afford space amply sufficient for
all the houses of the burghers.
. .
T o understand the position of affairs, it is
necessary to look for a moment at the history
of the times, and of some of the men who, while
they swayed t h e destinies of our land, occupied
a prominent place in the borough of Fyvie.
Among the Norman and French barons and
knights who followed the standard of William,
Duke of Normandy, in his conquest of England
in 1066, Robert de Brus appears to have been
a distinguished character, and to have liberally
shared in the favour and munificence of that
conqueror, from whom he obtained very extensive estates in remuneration for his services,
insomuch that at the time of William the Conqueror's death, this great baron possessed no
fewer than 43 manors in the East and West
Ridings of Yorkshire, and 51 in the North Riding. This Robert de Brus had a son, also named
Robert, who resided at the Court of Henry I.
of England, where Earl David, afterwards King
of Scotland, long dwelt, and a close intimacy
appears to have sprung up between the two
young men, who were nearly of the same age;
and soon after his accession to the throne in
1124, David made a grant of the lordship of
Annandale to his friend Robert de Brus. This
second Robert de Brus had two sons. The elder,
named Adam, was the progenitor of the Braces
of Skelton, in Yorkshire (which branch of the
family became extinct in 1271), and the younger,
Robert, the ancestor of the Braces of Annandale,
from whom sprang Robert I. of Scotland, who
occupied the Castle and Park of Fyvie. When
therefore we consider the early history and
associations of the Bruce family, we need not
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be surprised if we find at Fyvie a condition r.f
things similar to what existed in England soon
after the Norman conquest; and as it will explain
the various kinds of tenure mentioned in the
Fyvie charters, we shall now describe the manor
village, which in the case of Fyvie developed
first into the town, and then into the Royal
Borough with its charter and burgage tenures.
The word manor is derived from the old
French, and was used to denote a district of
ground held by a lord or great personage. I n
it the chief feature was the manor house, which
was substantially built, and in addition to being
the residence of the lord of the manor served
also as a court house for both civil anu criminal
trials
Other important buildings were the
church, a house for the priest, and a mill situated
on the banks of a stream, that it might use the
water power. The other tenants inhabited the
principal street or road of the village
The
houses in these villages were poor, and the
articles of furniture, necessarily of home manufacture, were coarse and few. But though the
life of the villagers was rude and rough, they
seem to have been fairly happy even though
their sanitary arrangements, with a "mixen"
or midden before the door, were not of such a
nature as would merit the approval of a lynxeyed inspector of the present day.
Near the manor house lay the demesne or
land kept in the lord's own hands for the use
of his family and servants, and beyond these
the "common fields" held by the tenants of the
village. These fields were divided into stripes,
and each villager held his arable strip till the
completion of harvest, after which all divisions
were removed and the cattle turned out to feed
on the stubble. In addition to this arable land,
there was the "common pasture" for all the
villagers, on which each tenant had the right to
feed a certain fixed number of cattle. In fact,
these commons existed down to a period very
much later than that of which I now speak, and
cattle were driven to them along what were
called "ca-loans" or loanings from the neighbouring homesteads.
As to the social condition of these inhabitants,
we find in the Fyvie charters at least three kinds
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of tenancy—tenants in villeinage, free tenants,
and tenants " p e r suvitium burgagium," or
burgage tenancy. Tenants in villeinage were
subject to the lord of the manor and bound to
the land, and in case of the land being sold or
inherited the villeins went with it. Their rent
was not so much a rent of money as of services,
and these services consisted of "week work" and
"boon days."
The week work consisted of
ploughing or reaping, or of doing some other
agricultural work for the lord of the manor, for
two or three days a week, or at fixed times, such
as harvest. Boon work, on the other hand, had
to be rendered on a certain number of days each
year, not at fixed times, but whenever the lord
of the manor demanded it. Free tenants were
those who paid a fixed rent, in money, in kind,
or sometimes in labour. These were not like
the villeins bound to the soil, but could transfer
their holding if they so willed. They were, however, subject to their lord's jurisdiction n
matters of law, and were bound to give military
service when called on to do. so.
Burgage
tenure, according to Scotch law, is that tenure
by which lands in Royal Burghs in Scotland are
held from the sovereign on the tenure of
"watching and warding" them; according to
Feudal law or custom, it is the particular service
or tenuro under which houses or tenements were
held in old burghs. I t was considered to be a
town "socage," the tenements being held from
the king or other lord in consideration either
of annual rent or certain stipulated services
rendered to him. but its conditions were certain
and determinate.
It differed from villeinage,
where the service was of the most menial kind,
and from free tenancy or knight service, which
was precarious and uncertain, and depended
entirely on the temper and surroundings of the
lord of the manor, who might be either warlike
or peaceful.
This was the particular tenure
under which the Fyvie burghers held the
borough orofts directly from the king.
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The royal charters relative to Fyvie, oopies of
which I have seen, date from 1189; but I select
for examination (1st) that granted by Robert
I I I . to Sir Henry Preston in 1390, in which are
enumerated the powers conferred on him as lord
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of the manor. To him, and to his heirs for ever,
were granted all our lands, t h e barony of F o r martyn (Formartyn being t h e n a m e t h e n given
t o the barony of Fyvie), with t h e power of
" f u r o a " and "fossa," commonly called t h e p i t
and gallows—that is t h e power of h a n g i n g m e n
and drowning women. Along with this was also
given t h e right t o hold courts of justice, a n d
impose fines on persons residing within 6aid
b a r o n y ; t o seize and t r y all suspected persons
found on his land, whether t h e alleged crime
was committed on his p r o p e r t y or outside it.
For t h e extent of t h e Barony of Fyvie I next
select for examination t h e c h a r t e r g r a n t e d b y
K i n g James t o George Meldrum in 1503, because
in it the property is more minutely described
than in any of the others. W h e n , however, we
consider the practice of resigning p r o p e r t y ,
which was common in these early times, in order
to obtain a new and more secure charter of identically t h e same subjects, there is reason t o
believe that the subjects here e n u m e r a t e d constitute what was designated t h e R o y a l P a r k , in
the time of Robert I., which was conveved t o
Sir James Lindsay by R o b e r t I I . a b o u t 1380,
toSirHenryPreston in 1390, a n d now
William Meldrum in 1503. This charter consigns the whole lands and barony of F y v i e , t h e
tenants that is, the villeins, t h e services of t h e
free tenants, the castle of Fyvie a n d its fortifications, the village and borough of F y v i e , t h e
borough t r i b u t e and yearly rents of t h e same,
Then there follows a list of t h e various properties embraced in the estate, and it is instructive
t o observe t h e order and a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e
list. I t commences on t h e n o r t h side of a valley
about a mile north f r o m Fyvie C a s t l e ; i t t h e n
proceeds north, west, and south, till t h e south
side of t h e same valley is reached. F r o m this
point it t h e n proceeds step b y step west a n d
south till Saphock is reached, at a distance of
seven miles south f r o m t h e Castle. T h e list is
as f o l l o w s : — " T h e lands of Mekill Gurdess and
t h e mill of t h e same." T h e mill here r e f e r r e d
t o must, I think, be t h a t which a t a l a t e r d a t e
became celebrated as the h o m e of " M i l l o' T i f t y ' s
A n n i e . " I t is on the same side of t h e valley
as Mekill Gurdess and quite near t o it.
The
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n e x t on t h e list are "Blachree and Badichale."
H e r e we reach the northern limit, about four
miles north from the Castle, and then turn
westward t o " t h e end of the wood, commonly
called W o d e n d , " but before we reach that, we
have " t h e Forest lands of Kynnawale." Possibly
W o d e n d then lay farther south than the present
farm of that name in the parish of Turriff; but
w h e t h e r t h a t be the case or not, the forest lands
of Kynnawale would occupy the valley on the
south side of the hill of Lendrum, extending
down to t h e farms now known as Camalynes.
T h i s brings us to "Little Gurdess" on the south
side of t h e valley from which we started, and
r i g h t opposite t o Mekill Gurdess.
W e now turn westward, cross the Ythan, and
find enumerated "The common lone, Haldlaw,
and Derley." The common lone, or Camalown
as it is now called, must, I think, have taken
its name from the existence in that direction of
one of the ca-loans, or loanings, of which we
have spoken above, having led to a "common
p a s t u r e " in that direction. Burreldales, whioh
lies between Camalown and Derley is undoubtedly part of the former, and took its name
f r o m the manner in which it was cultivated—it
being a "burrel-ley," i.e., it consisted of nanow
ploughed ridges with a large stripe or baulk of
barren land between them.
W e now reach the lands of Rothie Brisbane,
b u t these lands are not mentioned in this charter.
W e know, however, that they did form part of
t h e Fyvie park in the time of Robert the Bruce,
for in Robertson's index of missing charters
granted by that monarch, we find the charter of
t h e lands of Little Rothy to Thomas Brisbane,
W e know also that after the date of this charter
these lands passed through various hands; but
before 1494 they had become the property of
t h e laird of Fyvie, for we find that in that vear
t h e lords of council decreed "that Alexander
I n n e s of that ilk did wrang in withholding them
from William Meldrum," and ordered him to
keep and defend the said lands of Rothie Brisbane to William Meldrum, and refund and repay
t o him t h e mails, duties, and profits of them for
t h e preceding ten years.
The next entries in the charter are ' P e t t y
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with its mill, the Stratht and brewhouse of the
same, the central division of the Park of Fyvie."
The name Stratht is now unknown, but there
can be no doubt that it was the name given to
the narrow valley commencing at Mill of Petty,
and terminating at the lands of Jackston.
Doubtless the brewhouse would have been somewhere near Mill of Petty. Then follow the
"lands of Jackston, Easterton, and Saphock
with its mill and all that pertains thereto."
Such, then, was the park or estate of Fyvie in
1503. Let us next look at the Church property.
We find that about 1190, William the Lion gave
as an alms-gift for ever, to the Abbey of Arbroath, the Church of Fyvie with its chapels,
lands, tithes, oblations, common pasturage, and
other pertinents," and from the Arbroath charterlary we learn that the lands thus assigned,
consisted of the lands of Ardlogy and Lethenty.
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settled and well defined long before the time of
Bruce, and that it never formed part of his
Royal park During Bruce's tenancy of Fyvie
Castle a difficulty arose regarding the marches
between the Royal park and the Church lands,
and the rights of the Fyvie burgers ; and in 1325
the King directed his chamberlain, Alexander
Fraser, to select honest and trustworthy old men
of the district, by whom the truth of the matter
could be best known, to make an examination
of the proper marches and boundaries between
the lands of Ardlogie, belonging to the Abbot
and Convent of Arbroath in the sheriffdom of
Aberdeen on the one part, and his park of
Fyvie on the other p a r t ; and further, to ascertain
whether the burgesses of his borough of Fyvie
had any right to peats from the peat moss of
Ardlogie, or whether there existed any such right
in the reign of Alexander, the last King of Scot
land; and whether, if such right existed, it
arose from law, use and wont, or simply by
permission of the monks.

In acordance with this brief an examination
was made at the Park of Fyvie, in September
1325, and jurymen having been duly appointed
and sworn, they reported that, in virtue of their
oath, they truly and faithfully perambulated the
marches and divisions in the centre of the
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debated land of the park and the land of Ardlogie, by commencing at the Motesech, which is
called Greeness, and proceeding thence, walking
and placing marks between the peat moss of
Ardlogie, and that belonging to the park until
they came to Standyfurd. Being further sworn,
the jurors stated that the burgesses of Fyvie had
no right to the peat moss of Ardlogie, and never
had any such right except through the permission of the monks.
The jurors, we are here told, began at the
Motesech.
Now, we find in "Ivanhoe" that
" m o t e " means the blast of a horn, usually blown
at the death of a deer, and "sech" means bare
or barren. The word would thus mean the barren
ground where deer were hunted and killed. At
the present time, this hill which terminates the
Greeness range is called the Deers-hill.
The
Fyvie property still commences at the base of
this hill, and it is highly probable that from this
point to Greenmyre, the boundary still remains
practically the same as it was fixed by these
jurors.
.
A t Greenmyre there is now a fine and wellcultivated farm, but at no very distant date the
name faithfully described the locality.
From
this mire there issued, and from the drains on
the farm there still issues, a stream, which then
as now must have found its way to the Ythan
by the valley running westwards towards the
Castle, and the low ground now occupied by the
lake which bounds the eastern side of the table
land on which stood the Royal Castle and
borough of Fyvie. On the north side of this
stream stands a farm called Parkburn, while on
the south side there is a number of small crofts
designated by the same name. There can, I
think, be little doubt that the name Parkburn
comes down to us from the time when this stream
flowed through the Royal Park.
W e have next to trace the boundary from the
source of this stream to Stanyfurd.
Now,
Stanyfurd, on the Ythan, must have been a ford
somewhere between Maryfield, the site of the
Priory and the Castle dales. The distance between these two is about half-a-mile. The Arbroath charterlary definitely tells us that St
Mary's Priory was on the lands of Ardlogie, and
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we know as definitely that the Castle dales must
have been within the Royal Park.
We know
also that at the southern end of the Castle dales,
where the Park burn enters the Ythan, there
was in ancient times a f o r d ; and if from this
ford to Greenmyre we draw a nearly straight line,
we have on the one hand Maryfield and Peterwell, and on the other the Gallow-hill and the
Gallow-slack. These names need no comment.
The former points clearly to Church lands, and
the latter as clearly to Castle lands. W e are
told that the jurors, in defining the boundary
between the Royal Park and the lands of the
Church, placed marks, and in the line I have
marked out between the Gallow slack and Peterwell, at the side of the road near the Post Office,
there is a huge block of pure quartz, which
tradition more than a century ago pointed to as
the boundary between Formartine and Buchan.
This stone, which has been slightly elevated but
not removed from its original position, is in all
probability one of the marks placed in 1325 by
these jurors between the Royal Park and the
lands of Ardlogie. (In passing I may mention
that at the point where the Park burn enters
the Ythan, and which I have pointed out as the
probable site of the Standyfurd, the river is
crossed by a rustic bridge, now called the Maitland bridge. An old local tradition says the
word Maitland is a corruption of metalled, and
that at one time the river was there spanned by
a wooden bridge oovered by road metal.)
Such, then, was the extent of the Royal Park
of Fyvie ; and we find that the borough of Fyvie
is invariably mentioned in, the old charters as
forming part of that property, and included in
it. I t must, therefore, have stood on some of
the properties I have enumerated, and the only
likely place is the one I have mentioned. I t
must also be borne in mind, that the Church
properties, the lands of Ardlogie and Lethenty,
were regularly conveyed to the Abbey of Arbroath, and had been held by said Abbey long
before Robert the Bruce came to the throne.
But my case for the site of the Royal Borough of
Fyvie does not rest simply on the analogous
position of Castle and town elsewhere; for in
the first volume of the Exchequer Records of
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Scotland we are told that "Like Kintore, the
Royal Borough of Fyvie sprung up under the
protection of the King's Castle and had its
hostelage." In times of turmoil and unrest protection has a very definite meaning; and how
could the borough of Fyvie have been under the
protection of the King's Castle had it been in
any other position than that I have pointed
out ?
Here the matter might have been, allowed to
rest; but my argument would be incomplete if
I did not refer to the statement in a book published in 1858, where it is said, "There is reason t o
think that the Woodhead of the present day is
the ' Burgh of F y v i e ' of former times.
I have
searched for the reason here alleged to exist,
and all I can find is the statement by Mr William
Walker in 1723, that "about a mile and a-half
north-east from the Church there is an old village
called Woodhead of Fetterletter, where is a
stone tolbooth and a stone cross, and where in
old times stood severall yearly mercats.
When
we inquire what a tolbooth was and what was
its use, we find that the name tolbooth was
originally given to a temporary hut of boards
erected in fairs and markets, ana where such as
did not pay, or were chargeable with some breach
of the law in buying or selling, were confined till
reparation was made. From this circumstance
the word came gradually to mean a prison.
Where markets or fairs were held, and where
the interchange of commodities and the meetmg
with traders took place at stated times, year
after year, it was only natural that these tolbooths should take a more permanent form, and
be built of stone.
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When we ask about markets, we must remember that the separate communities living in the
country villages and small towns were very much
disinclined for mutual intercourse, and would
certainly object to any large number of strangers
entering their towns in a body.
Except the
trading class, few people travelled about, and
those who did so were regarded with suspicion.
Each community, therefore, endeavoured as far
as possible to be a self-sufficing economic whole;
but as it could not be so entirely, local fairs and
markets became necessary. But where were they

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

held ? I t is matter of history that at first they
were always held on the neutral boundary between two manors, the place of the market being
marked by the boundary stone. W e find also
that the shrines and burying-places of noted
men were not unfrequently selected as spots for
annual fairs, and this may possibly be the reason
why the boundary stone around which the market
stood took the form of a cross. The conclusion
then is that the Woodhead tolbooth and market
cross, which stood on a site that never formed
part of the Fyvie estate, simply mark the spot
where a market stood on the eastern boundary
of the lands of Ardlogie, and never had any
connection whatever with the ancient borough
of Fyvie.
Markets and fairs, with the tolls thereunto
belonging, could be set up only by virtue of a
grant of the Crown, or by long and immemorial
usage and prescription, which presupposes such
a grant. From the New Statistical Account, we
learn that there exists a charter granted to
Alexander, third Earl of Dunfermline, about
1672, reciting in the preamble that his father and
grandfather and their predecessors had the
privilege of holding a weekly market on Thursdays and three annual fairs, on the lands of the
manor place of Fyvie—one on Fastern's e v e ;
another on St Peter's Day, the first Tuesday of
J u l y ; and the third on St Magdalene's day, the
last Tuesday of July. This weekly market and
these annual fairs evidently existed at that time
by immemorial usage and prescription, and
must, therefore, have been held during the
existence of the Royal Borough of Fyvie, which
seems to have lost its status about a hundred
years before this date, probably by ceasing to
use its privileges. I n fact, it was at thie time
erected into a " F r e e Borough of Barony," and
on the Earl of Dunfermline and his heirs was
conferred the power of nominating and choosing
bailies and magistrates for the government of
the borough, and to possess and use "ane tolbooth and ane mercat cross."
I t is probable
that the market cross, tolbooth, and weekly
market stood within the precincts of the borough.
Of the three annual fairs two have come down
t o our own times, and are still held. Now they
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stand beside Fyvie Railway Station ; but up to
the time when the railway was opened they
maintained their original positions, the one—
Eastern's eve—around the big white stone in
the village of Fyvie, the traditional boundary
between the barony of Formartine and Buchan
—between the Royal Park of Fyvie and the
Church lands of Ardlogie ; the other, Peter Fair,
stood at Greenmyre, another point on the
boundary between the Royal Park and the
Church lands.
Clearly, then, the big quartz
stone in the village of F w i e is as truly a market
cross as the more pretentious erection in the
hamlet of Woodhead.

Ba

nf

On the motion of Dr Barclay a most hearty
vote of thanks was awarded to Mr Bremner for
his excellent address.
ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS.

The President then proposed as his successor
in office Mr G. M. Hossack, Sheriff-Clerk, Banff,
which motion was carried by acclamation.'
The other office-bearers were elected as
follows : —
Vice-Presidents—The Rev. Dr Milne, KingEdward ; the Right Rev. Bishop Chisholm, Aberdeen ; the Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy;
Dr Ramsay, Banff; Mr James Spence, Peterhead ; Dr Cramond, Cullen; Mr John Runcieman, Auchmill; Sheriff Grant, Banff; Mr A.
W . Farquhar, Bracoden; Dr Barclay, Banff;
the Rev William Anderson, Boyndie; Mr
William Forbes, Macduff; the Rev. Alexander
Bremner, Fyvie.
Treasurer—Mr James Grant, L.L.B.
Secretary—Mr John Yeats, M.A.,; assistant
secretary—Mr William Simpson.
Members of Council—Ex-Provost Smith, Alex.
Greig, John Garden, George Pirie, and George
A. Cumming.
Local Secretaries—The Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy; the Rev. Alexander Bremner,
Fyvie ; and Messrs James Lawson, H u n t l y ; John
Macdonald, Buckie ; Dr Cramond, Cullen ; John

