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and one of the chief heralds of Scotland lying,
utterly forgotten, in a quiet, retired churchyard in
Aberdeenshire, as unexpected as to find a court
poet among the resident burgesses of Banff nearly
two hundred years ago.
P. S.— There is a faint reminiscence of a herald or
some such official arousing the family of Tolquhon
in t h e silence of the night by blowing his trumpet
before t h e gate, in connection with some legal
proceedings.
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When, in 1893, the bridge over the Ythan at
Kinharrachie was being built to supersede the Ford
(of Ardlethen) at the same place, a sand and gravel
pit was opened in the western slope of a field on the
farm of W e s t Kinharrachie, from which all the
building and cement sand and the pebbles for the
concrete foundations were got. Seeing that this
pit was likely to be a valuable asset on the estate,
t h e proprietor. Colonel Turner of Turnerhall, took
t h e working of it into his own hands, and appointed
a caretaker to look after it and work it to their best
mutual advantage. When the pit was first opened,
after t h e mould surface was removed, there was
first a thick deposit of pretty large water-worn
pebbles of almost all the rocks of the d i s t r i c t gneiss, granite of various sorts, sandstone, pure
white and creamy quartz, graphic granite, different
porphories, very hard slaty wedges, warted over
with still harder protuberances, but rarely even a
fragment of flint. Below this conglomeration ot
smoothed stones was a layer of finer pebbles mixed
with sand, below which was a considerable depth ot
sand, very suitable for cementing and building
purposes, with little admixture of pebbles. Since
the bridge and its approaches were completed, the
sand pit has been worked farther into t h e brae, and
dug out to a lower level, and now the working face,
some twenty feet high, shows first a foot or so of
light soil, then a thin clayey layer, next a deposit
of small and very uniformly sized pebbles, several
feet deep, and below this a thick deposit of pure
stratified sand of different degrees of fineness, but
with well marked divisions. Stratification is well
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NOTES ON URN A N D BONES.

There was thereafter read the following paper,
forwarded by Mr Jas. Moir, A.M., Kincharrachie:—
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marked, but very irregular and puzzling. Now it isfairly horizontal, now up and down, now thick, now
thin, and arranged at all angles. At the bottom of
the pit are rough gneiss boulders, very little
water-worn, apparently in situ, and just like
what we see everywhere at the surface in the
neighbourhood, and above and on the eastward
Bide of these is found the finest and purest
cementing sand.
The sand is so free from
pebbles that it rarely requires harping, and all the
caretaker has to do is to keep the different kinds
separate. When removing the tir—the mould and
the clay—on the 27th November 1897, a stroke of
the pick brought down a mass of loose pebbles and
stone chips, and revealed to view a highly ornamented urn. The caretaker, stupidly thinking he
had come on a leaden pot possibly filled with
valuable treasure-trove, set about getting it out
without calling for witnesses. The urn, evidently
of unburnt clay, shaped as far as I could gather,
much like a whisky jar, rested on a flat stone, laid
on the sand at the bottom of the pebbles. On each
side of it were two upright stones, and on these, as
a cover for the urn, was a big flat stone. In trying
to pull off this heavy cover, Mr Birnie brought the
whole fabric to ruin. Down came the urn in a
thousand fragments of damp black clay, and with it
came supports and cover, and a bushel at least of
bleached bones. Immediately after the wreck I
was on the ground, and made what I could of the
debus by a diligent search for objects of interest.
In the first place I collected all the larger fragments
of the urn—though they required very delicate
handling. It seemed to have been ornamented after
a rather unusual pattern. There were no plaitedcord markings. One portion, said to have been the
lower portion, was marked with diamond-shaped
indentations, while the upper portion looked as if
capital Vs and Ws had been piled up one above
another. On turning up the great collection of
bones, I came on the upper enamelled part of a
human molar tooth, part of the lower human jaw—
the chin bone—with the alveoli of the teeth distinctly marked, and a canine tooth in situ (since
crumbled to ashes), part of an elbow joint, and part
of the skull with the sutures well marked, and a
bone from somewhere about the ear. (Of some of
these I have sent you specimens.) All the bones
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were white and bleached, and all the round and
larger bones were split longitudinally, and the
others more or less twisted u p and contorted.
I am doubtful if some of the bones are really
human bones, but the Banff worthies will be able
to determine, as I have sent you some of the
doubtful ones.
I fully expected to find black
unctuous matter from within the fractured urn,
b u t found nothing of t h e kind. I made a careful
search for stone implements, but all I found was
half of a black flint nodule (yellow flint nodules
only are found in t h e neighbourhood) and a chipped
fragment of t h e same very much like a big-toe nail.
A few days after, on the 3rd December, in the same
pit, but in a different part, the caretaker came on a
draw-well-like structure, carefully built round with
chips of surface gneiss, and filled with unctuous
black earth and charred fragments of wood and
ashes, evidently of oak or ash. In this well, there
was no vestige of bones or of other organisms. If
there had been any cremation, it had been most
effectual, and done outside the well, for the neighbouring pebbles were blackened, and there was a
sort of black pan on the sand below.
I forgot to mention that the cavity in which the
urn was found seemed to have been built round in
t h e same way as the other, and that the bleached
bones were found not only in the well, but all
through t h e interstices of the built-up chips, and
even mixed up with the sand and pebbles outside
the wall, as if the cavity had been hollowed out,
t h e lining built up, the urn placed in p o s i t i o n e d
covered, and the mass of bones tumbled promiscuously down to rest where they might. In the one
grave, there were no marks of cremation; in the
other, of most effectual cremation.
Strangely enough, in the field below the sandpit,
and between it and the Ythan, there is a large
boulder of gneiss, t h e lengths being 50 and 46 inches,
and t h e breadths 25 and 30. Thickness, so far as
visible, about 18 inches. The upper surface of the
stone is cup-marked all over, and the cups are
perfectly shaped—at least the larger ones. The
largest cup is 41/2inches in diameter and 21/4inches
deep. The next largest is 31/2inches by 11/2inch;
t h e next, 3 inches by1/2i n c h ; another, 21/4inches by
3/4 inch ; and three others little more than rudimentary. Such stones, I understand, are some-
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Dr Wilson, Banff, subsequently examined the
bones, and pronounced some of them to be human,
being able to distinguish pieces of the skull, the
jaw, and the thigh bones.
The writers of the papers were heartily thanked,
and the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the
chairman, passed on the motion of Mr Hardie.
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times to be met with in Eirde Houses; probably
this one may belong to the time of the dwellers
about the sand pit.

