b

Transactions

lu

OF THE

Ba
n

ffs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

B A N F F S H I R E F I E L D CLUB.

THE
STRATHMARTINE
TRUST

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward
this publication is gratefully acknowledged.

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk

ANNUAL

lu

T H U R S D A Y , N o v e m b e r 5, 1891.
MEETING.

d

C

THE annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was
held in the reading-room of the Town and County Club,
Banff, on Thursday evening.
I n t h e absence of t h e president (Mr Macdonald,
Buckie), Mr Francis George, solicitor, was called to the
chair.
N E W MEMBERS.
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The following gentlemen were nominated for election
as members of the Club:—Messrs Daniel Baxter, Town
and County Bank; Robert Wylie, Union Bank; J o h n
Milton, M.A., Banff Academy; and James F . Grant,
M.A., • Banffshire Journal.'
ANNUAL

REPORTS.
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Mr G. M. HOSSACK, treasurer of the Club, read his
report for the year, showing a balance of £46 4s. at the
credit of the Club.
Mr JOHN YEATS, M.A., secretary, read his annual
report, which was as follows:—
' I n presenting the eleventh annual report of this
Club, the Secretary feels t h a t he is more and more
restricted to dry statistics. The printing of the papers
in extenso, or very copious epitomes of them, renders it
unnecessary to refer at any length to t h e subjects taken
up at our monthly meetings—much more so to give any
lengthened analysis of the contents of the papers read.
Former reports not unfrequently contained suggestions
of methods for promoting the objects of the Club, and
there seems but little further that can be done in that
direction. Lecturing the members too on their laxity of
attendance at t h e meetings and other such delinquencies
has been pretty often resorted to, but, I am afraid, with
no verv conspicuous success. If any member, therefore,
feels that he is in need of advice or admonition, I shall
content myself, on the present occasion, with recommending him to read up the reports of previous years,
and, I think, he will have a good chance of finding
something suited to his case. Owing to the President
for last year, Mr Chisholm, being busied about his
removal to Blairs College, the annual meeting had to be
postponed to November ; and, as the February meeting
also fell through, the Club had only four meetings during
last winter. The opening paper, by our late secretary,
Mr Spence, dealt with the Literature of the District
embraced by this Club; and, although Mr Spence's
paper was a very elaborate one, it was entirely confined
to the literature of Strathaven. Mr Spence has kindly
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promised to continue the subject So we may expect to
spend one or more agreeable evenings yet with him over
the literature of the remainder of the district. From
the well known literary ability of the writer, the
members doubtless expected a rare treat from the Rev.
Dr W. L. Davidson's paper on 'Bourtie and its people;'
and, I think, I may safely Bay that they were
not disappointed. The Rev. Dr Richards' paper on
'The Constrnction and Uses of the Spectroscope,' was
a successful attempt to popularise a somewhat difficult
scientific subject; and I am sure those who carefully
studied it found it an excellent introduction to the
President of the British Association's address on the
same subject, which those who had not the advantage
of some such preliminary preparation seem to have
found a rather ' hard nut to crack." The last paper was
by the Rev. Mr Bruce on ' Styles of Architecture found
in old Scottish Churches and Cathedrals.' On former
occasions, the members of the Club have listened with
pleasure and profit to Mr Bruce's dissertations on
scientific subjects; and this last paper shows t h a t he
can on occasion be a pleasant and instructive guide in
an excursion into the domains of archaeology. Mr
Chisholm's address, as retiring President, falls more
properly under the business of last year. But, as it was
delivered since my last report was written, it may
perhaps not be altogether out of place to notice it here.
As the annual meeting for 1890 marked the termination
of the first ten years of the existence of the Club, and
Mr Chisholm was about to leave the district, it was
appropriate that he, who had seen and taken a leading
part in the very inception of the Club, should make his
address a retrospect of its history. Such a retrospect
could not fail to call forth conflicting emotions—thankfulness that the Club, during the past ten years of its
existence, had been able to accomplish so muoh—regret
that so many, who used to be present and take an aotive
part in our meeting?, were no longer with us.
Since last annual meeting, the Club has to deplore the
loss of two of its original members—Mr Duncan and Mr
Rust, by death. Three have left the district, and two
at least have resigned. To make up for this rather heavy
decrease of membership, only two new members have
joined during the year. This state of affairs ought to
stir up the friends of the Club to strenuous efforts to
induce new members to join our ranks. We have made
a very hopeful commencement to-night.
Let us
hope that it is an indication of the "turn of
the tide.' Chiefly, I am afraid, from an oversight
on the part of the secretary, no arrangement was made
at our last meeting for summer excursions. This is
perhaps the less to be regretted, as the summer proved
so very unfavourable. Arrangements for an excursion
have to be made a week or two in advance, and we would
have been fortunate indeed if we had arranged for an
excursion on one of the very few dry days that t h e past
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summer afforded. The meetings of the Northern
Association of Literary and Scientific Societies were
held this year at Nairn. From reasons t h a t I cannot
explain, we got very short notice of the meetings, so
t h a t our Club was not so fully represented as it might
otherwise have been. We have, however, t o thank Mr
Greig for attending on our behalf. Our thanks is also
due to t h e same gentleman and the president for attending as our delegates at the business meeting of the
Association at Elgin.
• A Club like ours must be expected, in the course of
eleven years, to have its ups and downs, and though the
past year cannot, on the whole, be set down as one of
t h e most prosperous, there is no need for despair. We
have t h e prospect of an important addition to our
membership. Let us hope t h a t this is an augury t h a t
there is still in store for us a lengthened period of
usefulness and prosperity.'
Both reports were unanimously adopted, and votes of
thanks were passed to Mr Hossack and Mr Yeats for
their valuable services during the year.
S I M P L I F I C A T I O N OF T H E STUDY OF BOTANY.

A paper on ' Botany without Long N a m e s ' written
by t h e late Rev. C. V. Green, B A , was communicated by the Rev. Dr .Richards, St Charles's
College, London, and held as read. Accompanying
t h e paper was a tabular form, by reference to
which it was said, t h a t it was surprising to find
how much of the harmony and beauty of the science of
botany could be learnt in a few minutes. The secret of
the method was the application of the principle of
dichotomy—dividing the subject matter—first the whole
and then whichever half t h e given test leads to—into
two, and not more than two divisions. On the chart
were marked t h e two sub-kingdoms of t h e plant-world
—flowering and flowerless plants. In the sab-kingdom
B (flowerless plants) there was only one class
CRYPTOGAMS, so any non-flowering plant must be a
cryptogam, and belong to t h a t class (class iii.) In sabkingdom A (flowering plants) there were two classes (i.)
EXOGENS a n d ( i i . ) ENDOGENS, d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y b r a n c h e d

and parallel veined leaves respectively. In tracing from
class iii, a plant to its sub-class, the test to be
applied was whether there was or was not any
distinction
between
stem
and leaf.
If
the
stem and leaf were distinct from each other
t h e plants forming that sub-class were Acrogens, whereas
plants in which the stem and leaf were not so distinguished were named Thallogens. Should, however,
t h e test lead to Class ii„ the test was whether the petals
were coloured or not. If thev were 6o, t h e plant belonged to the first sub-class of Endogens, viz., Petaloids;
but, if they were not so coloured, the plant belonged t o
t h e second sub-class, Glumacious.
Among Exogens
there were four sub-classes to be distinguished. If t h e

