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flower had not a doable covering (calyx and corolla) 
ronnd the s tamens and pistil , i.e., no petals bu t only 
sepals, generally greenish and very small, i t belongs t o 
the four th sub-class (Incompletes). I f , however, t h e 
plant had both petals and sepals, i t belonged not to t h e 
four th , bu t to one of the first th ree sub-classes. If t h e 
petals were all joined together , forming one piece on 
which the s tamens were fixed, t he specimen was t o 
be t raced to the th i rd sub-class (Corolliflorals). 
But if the petals were not all united, bu t could be pal led 
off one by one without tearing, t he s tamens also s taying 
behind, the plant could not belong to the thi rd (and had 
already been proved not to belong to the four th) , so i t 
was reduced to ei ther the first or second sub-class, and 
only one more test was necessary. If the s tamens were 
fastened either on the pistil so t h a t i t could not be cu t 
without the stamens coming too, wi th i t and on i t , or 
(as before) round it, formed by the united sepals, t hen 
the plant was of the second sub-class (Calycif lorals). 
•But it the stamens were not so placed, t h e plant was 
reduced to the first sub-class (.Thalamiflorals), in which 
the stamens were set on quite under the pistil, even 
below its oval base, so tha t t he pisti l migh t be cut ou t 
and nipped off, as also the sepals and petals, wi thout 
disturbing the stamens. I t was claimed tha t , if t h e 
principle explained were applied rigorously, botany 

became a beautiful (because most perfectly formulated) 
science. If the science did not then become thoroughly 
interesting, i t was because i t was being studied on 
paper, and learning i t on paper was too abst ract . I t 

was always easier to learn science (as well as vir tue) 
when it was put before us in the concrete, as exempli-

fied in real living specimens, r a the r than in the abs t rac t . 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 
The following office-bearers were then elected:— 

president—Mr John Runcieman, Auchmlll. Vice-pre-
sidents—Dr Milne, King-Edward; the Rev. W. S. 
Bruce, Banf f ; the Rev. James Davidson, Banff; t he 

Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy ; t he Very Rev. 
Aeneas Chisholm, Blairs College; Mr Alex. Ramsay, 

Banff ; Mr James Spence, P e t e r h e a d ; and Mr W a . 
Cramond, Cullen. Secretary—Mr J o h n Yeats, M.A. 
Assistant Secretary—Mr Wm. Simpson. Treasurer— 
Mr_G. M. Hossack. Members of Coancil—Provost 
Smith, Messrs Robert Sheriffs, Alex. Greig, Allan 

Robertson, M.A., and Robert Morrison. Correspond-
ing members—the Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy ; 
the Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; Messrs James Lawson, 
Hant ly ; John Macdonald, Buckie ; "Wm. Cramond, 
Cullen; A. W. Farquhar , Gamrie; and John Runcie-
man, Auchmill. Messrs Greig and Macdonald were 
re-elected delegates to the Northern Association of 
Literary and Scientific Associations. 

A vote of thanks to Mr George for presiding brought 
the meeting to a close. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


