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upper end, and each lintel has two holes on the underside, one at either end. The tenons o£ the pillars fit
into t h e holes of the lintels. This has prevented the
pillars from falling sideways, bat not from falling outwards, and there are many gaps in the once continuous
ring overhead. The outer circle of Stonehenge, unlike
our stone circles, is of uniform height, but inside the
circle there is, as with us, manifestly greater importance attached to t h e south side than t o the north.
At t h e south there is the so-called altar stone, and its
semi-circle of trilithones, of which the highest are
nearest t h e south. The trilithones are pairs of tall
pillars connected on the top by lintels, to help to give
them stability.
I t is possible t h a t other works of the ancient inhabit a n t s of Scotland, often regarded as intended for strongholds, may have been sepulchral in their origin. The
tower of Mousa, in Shetland, has apparently conveniences for accommodating a great many people on an
emergency; but there are other towers on the same
plan, whose galleries could not be used for reception of
men or even children. Such towers would have been
utterly useless as places of defence; but the gallery
arrangement might be of use for giving stability to a
building made of small stones not cemented by mortar.
The circular enclosure within may have been a place of
interment, and the surrounding hollow wall the monument. The great height at which the door seems to
have been originally placed looks as if the building had
not been intended as a place of habitation by the living,
b u t would not be so unsuitable for a place of sepulture
seldom, if ever, to be entered.
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Several questions were asked by members, and
answered by M r Milne. Considerable conversation took
place on points raised in the paper.
Mr JOHN ALLAN, solicitor, proposed a vote of thanks
to Mr Milne for his paper, which was cordially adopted.

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

M r Milne then exhibited a collection of fossils from
t h e clay beds at Plaidy, King-Edward, and also a number of glacial shells from the same distriot. The fossils
consisted mainly of Beleumites and Ammonites. Mr
Milne gave a very lucid explanation of t h e position in
which t h e fossils and shells were found.
The members examined the specimens with great
interest, and expressed their obligation to Mr Milne
for t h e trouble he had taken in exhibiting and explain,
ing t h e m .
Mr GARDEN M. HOSSACK moved a vote of thanks to
Sheriff Scott Moncrieff for presiding.

