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At a meeting of the Club held this evening
at which. Sheriff More presided, the chief business was to hear a paper by Mr Thomas Innes
of Learney, Albany Herald, who on this occasion chose for his subject "Kinnairdy Castle."
The lecture was followed with interest, and at
the close Mr Innes was accorded a hearty vote
of thanks
KINNAIRDY CASTLE.
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The tall crow-stepped gables of Kinnairdy
Castle, seated on its lofty promontory above
the river Deveron, half a mile east of Bridge
of Marnoch, is one of the striking features on
the road between Banff and Huntly. It is the
"chief chymmis," to use the old French term
found in early Scottish conveyancing, and
also of the principal Barony of Aberchirder
within the bounds of the old Celtic thaneage
in which the baronies of Crommey, Auchintoul, and Netherdale, are also included, so
Kinnairdy, which is designated not merely a
fortalice but a "fortress," was in mediaeval
times an important feudal centre.
In Scottish Notes and Queries, 1932, I gave
a detailed account of the history of this
thaneage of Aberchirder, and this afternoon
I propose in particular to give you a connected account of the history of the castle
itself, and then a description of it. The
name Aberchirder, which of old is always
spelt with k for ch. is pronounced hard in
most dialects of Gaelic, and to pronounce the
ch in Aberchirder as in cheese is altogether
wrong. The meaning of Aberchirder is. the
meeting of the dark brown waters, whilst
Kinnairdy means the head of the small height.
There is now difficulty in determining whether
the Burn of Crommey—known in the Middle
Ages as the Meikle Kirkton Burn, or the
stream called the Burn of Auchintoul, is the
real "Water of Aberchirder" whose meeting
with the Deveron gave rise to the naming of
thaneage and parish. The Kirkton burn
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seems originally to have been Known as the
Burn of Auchineagles, meaning the "burn of
the field of the church," and in 1493 the Vicar
of Aberchirder made a claim to Whitemuir
and an alleged "town and lands of Auchineagles" somewhere east of it, between Auchintoul and Monedie, up to a burn which he
called tne "Burn of Auchineagles," and it is
evidently that which now passes Auchintoul
down to the Deveron below Kinnairdy. In
that claim the Vicar failed, but the proceedings indicate that even in the 15th century
there was some doubt as to whether the
Crommey burn. or the Auchintoul burn was
the real Water of Aberchirder, and I am of
opinion that what we now call the Burn of
Crommey was obviously the Burn of Auchineagles (which in Gaelic means "the Kirkfield
burn") and that it follows that the Burn of
Auchintoul is the real Water of Aberchirder.
The site of the old kirk of Aberchirder was
in the kirkyard just east of the burn mouth,
i.e., the Crommey burn mouth, whilst a few
hundred yards west was the cell and well of
St Marnan. who lived to be very old and died
2 March 655, when his feast is celebrated,
whilst on the second Tuesday of March there
still survives the local horse-market of MarnanFair. The stone circle that surrounds the
present kirk of Marnoch still contains one of
the tall monoliths or flanking stones which,
with the recumbent stone formerly lying between them, were known as "St Marnan's
Chair"—at least that is the view set forward
by Bishop Brown, although my sister points
out that the extant monolith may well have
teen so designated from the Gaelic word
chairthe. a pillar or large stone (i.e., "St
Marnan's Chairthe," meaning "St Marnan's
Pillar").
The relics of the good man
were held in great veneration, especially
his head, Gloriosum caput ejusdem, and
he became the patron saint of the
Thanes of Aberchirder and of their heirs
of line, the Inneses of that Ilk. His head was
kept in a golden shrine, from. which it was
taken out and washed on Sundays or upon
the anniversary of the saint's death, tapers
burnt around, and the water in which it had
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beenlaved was given to the sick as a cure for
all diseases. So down to the Reformation. I
have no doubt, on a suitable payment to the
Vicar of Aberchirder what chemists now describe as "The mixture" was then provided. In supplication for fair weather,
the "glorious head" was carried round the
parish in solemn procession, accompanied—as
Camerarius says, "especially by the noble and
most ancient tribe of the Inneses," upon
which we are also told the most solemn oaths
of the Innes clan were sworn.
Tenure by thaneage, about which there was
formerly a good deal of controversy, is now
generally admitted to be a tenure of a
tribal territory held under the Crown for
sundry duties, in place of the feudal knightservice due from a barony, in fact they would
now be a. computation of the "cain, cuddich.
and conveth" due to the king as Ard-RighAlban, and whilst part of the thaneage was
divided out by the Chief into small estates
amongst the duineuasail, or cadets, of the
tribe, the earbsa, or demesne, land surrounding the chymmis, was the official estate which
descended to each successive chief or thane,
and supported his office, and at Kinnairdy as
at Kintore and elsewhere there are still
traces of a Thaneston, down by Longhaugh,
which, along with the Mains of Kinnairdy,
formed the demesne or carbsa, of the chiefs
of the local tribe, from which tribe of the
land most of the present inhabitants of the
Parish of Marnoch would still to-day be the
descendants. I hope the people of Marnoch—
so many of whom now own their own holdings
—will bear proudly in mind that the tall
tower of Kinnairdy is the monument of a
tribal history which we all share and which
is founded in the most ancient and strongest
bond—tribe-relationship between us all (The
Earl Innes—Duke of Roxburghe, them, and
myself), as being all sprung from the original
"Tribe of the land" of Aberchirder. Of which
tribe the old Thanes were the "personal embodiment, and their castle the concrete presentmentthe, so to say, "corporate" Hearth
of the Race. Under the old tribal system,
when other lands in the territory were

b

27

28

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

b

divided out, those who held their land for 3
generations got fixity of tenure, and thus
small estates grew up within the thaneage, of
which the oldest sub-division always became
the most important, a fact recognised in
heraldry and clan law, from the importance
attached to being the "eldest cadet," and in
Aberchirder the "superiority and following of
Crommey" is found appearing as the principal
sub-division. The early history and origin of
the Thanes of Aberchirder who, as a title,
bore the style "Aberchirder of that Ilk," is
lost in antiquity, but there is no reason to
doubt them being chiefs of the aboriginal
tribe or clan of the district, i.e., "the tribe of
the land," and there is no evidence of its
being conferred upon any newcomer. Moreover, the Thanes of Aberchirder seem to have
considered themselves as belonging to the
Mormaership of Buchan, and it was the Earl
of Buchan who was patron of the Kirk of
Aberchirder. The arms of the old thanes were
Argent, an oak trunk eradicated in pale, "between two oak-boughs fructed, proper, and it
may be of some significance that the crest of
the neighbouring family of Lessendrum is
also an oak-trunk couped. This indeed suggests that the Bissets of Lessendrum may well
have required some part of their lands in
Strathbogie by a marriage with an heiress of
some tribe of kin to the Thanes of Aberkerder. The earliest thanes probably had
a primitive fort on what is now the
mound of the Castle, the "chief chymmes"
of the thaneage of Aberchirder, whilst the
motte or crag itself is found in early charters
described le karnem. Whether that is a corluption of "Kinnairdy," or precisely what the
term means, I have not yet been able to determine. Somewhat about the 11th or 12th century, when the motte-and-bailey type of fortress became the fashion, the strong natural
position of Kinnairdy—a lofty crag surrounded on three sides by the Deveron and
burn, and by the ravine of the little Burn of
Kinnairdy itself—was well adapted for such
fortification and for the subsequent stone
castle that still towers above the motte.
The first Thane on record is John de Aber-
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kerder, who flourished early in the 13th century, and was still living 1242. His son and
successor, Archibald de Aberkerder, had a
grant from Duncan de Ferendracht of the
Kirkton of Essie some time between 1256 and
1580. Thane Archibald died soon afterwards,
leaving two sons, Symon, his successor, and
William, who was witness to his brother's
charter establishing the Chaplainry of St
Marnan. Symon was thane both of Aberchirder and Conveth, but having become involved in trouble of some description, political or financial, was obliged to renounce 6
lavachs of Conveth, either to the Crown or
to the Earl of Buchan, who at all events acquired them, but the difficulty—whatever it
was, was satisfactorily settled prior to 1286.
when Symon, Thane of Aberkerder, for the
soul of Alexander of good memory, illustrious King of Scotland, and the souls of his
father, and his own soul, assigned to God, and
the Virgin, and Sir Cristin, Chaplain of Saint
Marnan-the-Confessor on the banks of the
Duffhern, 4 merks out of the Mill of Carnousie and the Haugh of Dolbreck, but retained for his heirs the patronage of the
Chaplainry. Simon left an only daughter.
Sybil de Aberkerder, who on her father's
death became that much-debated object—
of which there is now unquestionable
evidence
in
ancient
charters—viz.,
a
chieftainess." As Lady of Aberchirder,
and also designated Domina haeres terfurum
de Caringousie (i.e., Carnousie), she granted a
charter of. part of Carnousie to Alexander de
Meldrum and Isobel his wife. She married a
member of the neighbouring family of Frendraught of that ilk, and the circumstances
suggest almost beyond doubt, that he was in
fact Malcolm de Ferendrach, who witnessed
Thane Simon's foundation of St Marnan's
Chapel, and who was younger brother of Sir
Duncan de Ferendrach, one of King Edward
I.'s Governors of Scotland. Malcolm himself,
no doubt as jure uxoris, Thane of Aberkerder,
was an important person, and one of the
magnates Scotiae, who ratified the charter of
Brighame. 14 March 1290; indeed they probably had a charter of conjunctfee of the
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thaneage, for a charter de Aberkerdour was
among the charters removed by Edward I. to
England in 1296. In 1292 Malcolm paid the
Edwardian castellan of Banff £4 for the
arages of Conveth, and 100 shillings for the
waytinga of Aberkerder. Sybil de Aberkerder
died prior to 1323, and if not her husband, her
son and successor, Archibald de Aberkerder,
duly took, the usual course of assuming the
name and style of his maternal line. Quartering of arms had not yet been invented, and
heretained his own Ferendrach boars' heads
which, from their red background, were for
practical purposes a better coat-of-arms than
the oak trunk and leaves of the old thanes.
I suspect, however, that according to a practice found in similar circumstances so late as
1672, he converted the oak-root arms of the
Thanes into a crest, and that the tree or
branch which appears on the seal of Innes of
that ilk in 1493, and perhaps even the palmbranch of the Inneses of Edingight, may be
some sort of survival of the Aberkerder oaktree. Archibald de Aberkerder recovered the
two Carnousies from the Meldrums, and also
Finlattcn and Netherdale, and there seemed
some doubt about the Brewery at Inverkeithny, whilst the title to the thaneage of
Conveth was still unrecovered. This was the
state of affairs found by the Sheriff of Banff,
William de Fotheringham, 18 March 1358, after
the death of Archibald, whose successor—and
no doubt his son—was John de Aberkerder,
afterwards Esquire to Sir Walter Leslie, Earl
of Ross, and who made himself notorious by
robbing John de Gairdyn, the Earl's Messenger, of his papers, attempting to bind Gairdyn
to his horse's tail, and ultimately holding him
to ransom in a wood, and making him swear
on the Holy Gospels in the presence of the
Vicar of Forgue to deliver no letters to anyone except Sir Walter Leslie. Whether from
financial necessity, or the usual efforts of
great magnates to acquire feudal superiorities, Walter, Earl of Ross, became a feudalised Crown vassal of Aberkerder, whilst John
and his successors continued to hold their ancestral domain as vassals of the Earls of Ross.
John's son and successor, Sir David de Aber-
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kerder of that ilk, appears to have been living
1406, when a David de Aberkerder witnessed a
charter by Thomas Strachan of Glenkindie,
and was presumably not yet a knight. His
only daughter and heiress, Janet de Aberkerder, married Sir Alexander Innes 9th of that
ilk, son of Robert de Ynes and Christian de
Barclay, who had a Papal Dispensation for
their marriage on account of consanguinity,
25 October 1364 This laird, the "Good Sir Robert" of Duncan Forbes's history of the Innes
clan, is last traced as Knight of Innes 1381
Alexander de Innes dominus ejusdem, witnesses important deeds at Elgin 1389 and 1390.
and married Janet de Aberkerder probably
between 1385 and 1390. Sir Alexander died 15
April 1398, and there is a stone displaying his
effigy in armour, 1380 period, with the. inscription :
"Hic jacet honorabilis vir dns Alexander
Innes dominus ejusdem miles qui obiit
mccclxxxxviii die mensis 15 aprilis anno dni."
The above represents the inscription on
three sides of the stone, the words in italics
being my own conjectural completion of those
parts of the original inscription which Dr
Cramond was unable to decipher. The inscription is largely obliterated by the overcarving of another,
"Hic jacet Johannes duff de Malduvat and
Baldavi obiit 2 Jolii 1404."
This is the celebrated stone now in the
mausoleum at Duff House, which formed the
subject of a violent attack upon the Duff
genealogy by the late Dr Cramond, who
alleged that Lord Fife stole the Innes tombstone from the church of Cullen, and caused
a bogus inscription to be carved on it. Cramond asserted it was the tombstone of the
13th or 14th Laird of Innes, and was much
vexed when a high authority at the Tower of
London, dated the armour as about 1370.
(Cramond, Church of Cullen, 16, 19.) He was
unaware that Sir Alexander 9th Laird of
Ir.nes, existed at this very period, and there
seems no reason to doubt that Sir Alexander,
dying young, when his heir was a minor, his
tombstone was either appropriated or sold six
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years later, to cover the l a i r d of Muldavit,
though it is possible from the style of the
cutting that the "transaction" took place
about 1538 when the aisle in the Kirk of Cullen
was built. If so it is possible that the "prodigous" and "misguidit" laird of Innes sold
his great-great-grandfather's tombstone to the
Duffs! Traffic in tombstones was a recognised
business in the Middle Ages, so the incident,
far from reflecting on the Duff genealogy,
really helps to establish it. Janet survived
her husband and her son Sir Walter Innes
10th of that ilk, eventually succeeded her, also
as Thane of Aberkerder. He first appears 16
August 1420, as witness to a deed in the kirkyard of Rosemarkie. but he was already
married soon after 1407, to Euphemia, daughter of Hugh Fraser of Lovat, and widow of
The Mackintosh, by whom he had, in addition
to his son and heir, a daughter, Isobel, married in 1427 to James Dunbar 4th Earl of
Moray, who was murdered at Frendraught
about 10 August 1429. They had in the usual
way got married on spec, and sent to Rome
for a Dispensation, but the murder of the earl
before this important document arrived, cost
their son his succession to the earldom,
though this son, Sir Alexander Dunbar of
Westfield, was compensated by the heritable
Sheriffship of Moray. By 1426, the Laird of
Innes and his mother were in a position to
recover the overlordship of the Thaneage of
Aberkerder from Lord Lindsay of the Byres
who had succeeded to the rights of the Earl
of Ross. This charter was confirmed by a
Royal Charter under the Great Seal, dated at
the Lonquard-an-Righ, in Mar, namely the
Royal Shieling, during the autumn hunting of
19 August 1453. In virtue of the charter of
1426, Dame Janet and her son came to hold
directly from the Lords of the Isles, from
whom a confirmation was obtained 22 February 1438, by Alexander Lord of the Isles and
Earl of Ross, to his beloved cousin, Sir Walter
Innes of that Ilk. Janet de Aberkerder was
by 1438 presumably dead, and her son, Sir
Walter, lived until between 1454 and 1456.
vrhen his son Sir Robert 11th Laird of Innes,
was infeft in the terris domini de Aberkerder,

KINNAIRDY CASTLE.
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under a reservation, (1) of the lands of Crommey, (2) Le karnem de monti castri pro
domino comito Rossie, domino nostro superiori et una acra terre ex parte orientalie dicti
le karnem pro curiis vostris tenandis jacentibus in dicto dominio.
This interesting- deed shows that Lord Lindsay of the Byres held as immediate superior,
an annuity out of the Crown dominium of
Aberkerder, of which the Earl of Ross was
Crown vassal, whilst the Laird of Innes held
the old thaneage under the two interjected
superiors.
Le karnem is clearly the motte hill on which
the castle of Kinnairdy is situated, and the
bailey or court park is the flat piece of
ground which now forms the long lawn. Sir
Robert Innes 11th Baron of that ilk and 11th
Thane of Aberkerder, is known in the family
as "Ill Sir Robert." He was contracted to
marry Margaret Sinclair, daughter and heiress of Sir John Sinclair of Deskford and Findlater, ancestress of the Earls of Seafield.
This contract he repudiated and eloped with
a daughter of Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig. He seems to have been a "bold, bad
baron," in the really romantic sense. He
attached himself to the Earl of Huntly in return for which he got the lands of Rothmakenzie and Badenspink, in the Forest of
Boyne, and along with his brother, Sir Berowald Innes of Haltorn ("the Red Tod"), and
John Innes of Ardmellie, he distinguished
himself under the Earl of Huntly's banner at
the celebrated and chivalric battle of Brechin
in 1452. He became Sheriff-Depute of Moray,
and acquired such a notorious reputation in
course of administering "justice" in the
sheriffdom, that he became known as "The
wicked Laird of Innes." The sheriff's! respect
for law and order is illustrated from what
tc-ok place in 1458. when the Justices in circuit,
having condemned one of. his unruly friends,
Alexander Copeland, to be executed at Banff,
Sir Robert pounced upon the scene on what
we may felicitously describe as "the execution morn" and rescued his friend "from the
foot of the gallows," for which exploit he
had to get a remission. It is in accordance
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with the rest of his character that in a fit of
temper he murdered his brother-in-law, Sir
Patrick Maitland of Netherdale, in a sudden
quarrel at the Smiddy of Auchindoir, in
course of a journey south. According to the
garbled account in Brockie's manuscript,
which gives an impossible date, 1478—perhaps
actually 1458 (as he indicates a period 20 years
before the foundation of the Greyfriars Monastery in 1479)—the Laird of Innes (whom he
confuses with good Bishop John Innes, who
lived 60 years earlier), had, as Sheriff of
Moray, to raise the King's banner against
a marauding band of. Highlanders whom
they pursued to the wood of Abernethy, where in course
of a bloody
conflict the Sheriff was left badly wounded,
but was saved by the attention of his halfbrother, Father Francis Innes, who found him
by chance, dressed his wounds, and so successfully reasoned with him that—in evangelistic language, he was "saved." It seems he
restored much of the goods he had stolen in
course of his judicial career, provided—perhaps also out of his ill-gotten gains—funds to
build the Greyfriars Church of Elgin, and
after a most exemplary close of his life, was
at last buried in Elgin Cathedral. He had
three sons,
1. James, his successor.
2. Walter, of Innermarkie, ancestor of the
Inneses of Balvenie and Edingight, and
of Raemoir, Learney, and Maisley.
3. Robert, ancestor of the Inneses; of Drainie.
Drumnagask, and Balnacraig.
His eldest son, Sir James Innes of that ilk
and of Aberkerder, was infeft as his heir in
1464. He was Esquire of. the Body to James
III. and evidently one of the accomplished
courtiers of whom Bell-The-Cat so strongly
disapproved. No doubt he was fortunate not
to be hanged at Lauder Brig along with Cochrane the architect, but it is interesting to
notice how many northern lairds such as
Leslie of Wardis, Forbes of Corse, and Lord
Forbes, were amongst the cultured nobles who
devoted their time to music, architecture,
painting, and chivalry, which the ruder

b

34

Ba

nf
fs

hi
re

Fi
el

d

C

lu

barons resented. The Laird of Innes distinguished himself in defence of his royal master
at the Battle of Blackness. He may have
been wounded at Sauchieburn as he died between 1491 and 1492. Ross Herald was sent to
change him with treason for his adherence to
James III , but the charge was not prosecuted,
and James IV. instead honoured him by visiting him at the Place of Innes in August 1490.
when it seems he was honoured with knighthood. His first wife was a daughter of the
Earl of Huntly. and his second, Margaret.
Culane, widow of William Rolland. Sir James'
eldest son and heir (by Lady Janet Gordon),
Alexander Innes 13th of that ilk, was also 1st
Baron of Aberkerder under a charter 6 November 1487, when the old thaneage tenure was
replaced by that of a feudal barony. When
Sir James settled Alexander at Kinnairdy he
had already become, like his father, a member of the Royal Household and one of those
who organised a rising to avenge the murder
of James III. and carried his "bloody shirt"
as their banner, around the North of Scotland. I think this "bloody shirt" was really
the Royal surcoat with the tressured lioncoming in place of the "saffron shirt" of war
of Celtic Scotland, the leine-droich. In December 1493, two years after his succession,
the Laird of Innes married Christian, daughter of Sir James Dunbar of Cumnock, and I
believe it is their faces that are carved on the
oak aumbrey at Kinnairdy Castle, which dates
from this period. I shall later tell you more
of their improvements at Kinnairdy. He and
his brother, the Laird of Rothmakenzie, acquired extravagant habits at court, importing
carved work from Flanders, and ultimately
the Laird of Innes was sued by James Turing,
burgess of Edinburgh, for the sum of £8 2s 9d,
which was a large amount of money in 1489.
By 1502 his operations led to an apprising of
the house and fortress of Kinnairdy, on
account of unpaid debts and his extravagance
eventually became so outrageous that on the
petition of his relatives, the Lairds of Rothmakenzie and Toux, he was handed over to
the Earl of Caithness to be kept in the castle
of Girnigoe, where in spite of a petition 27
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January 1522, he was ordained to be kept as
having been "ane misguided man and prodigous, and has wastit and destroyit his
lands and guids without ony reasonable occasion." He died soon after 12 December 1537,
when he was succeeded by his eldest son,
Alexander Innes 14th of that ilk, who was also
servitor regis, and lived a good deal in Edinburgh, and was an adherent of the Reformation party. Tradition says he burnt the
Greyfriars Monastery at Elgin, and his first
wife, an Abernethy of iSaltoun, having died
he married 2ndly, about 1541, Elizabeth, daughter of ,John, 6th Lord Forbes, to whom he
granted a liferent charter of Kinnairdy with
the manor-place, fortress, tower, and fortalice of the same. 'He died in September 1553.
after which his widow, Elizabeth Forbes, presumably remained the chatelaine of Kinnairdy, until her death in December 1570.
though having married Alexander Dunbar of
Conzie, Gudeman or Kilboyak, she actually
made her will and presumably died, "within
the chalmer within the hall of Kilboyak,"
having let the Mains of Kinnairdy, of which
her tenant owed her 17 stones, 8 bolls, and 2
patties, of victual meal. She also had a claim
for spulzie against the Laird of Innermarkie.
for having in 1568 "spulzied the plaice of
Kynarde, estimat £30." Perhaps it was after
that, she retired for the last two years of her
life, to the Ha' o' Kilboyak. The spulzie was
in fact committed by her son-in-law, who in
1549 had been married to her only daughter
Margaret, who ultimately had to divorce him
on account of his dissolute and unruly life.
She had induced the Laird of Innes to make
an entail of the lairdship of Innes upon Margaret's issue in default of heirs male of his
own body, and the new lairds declining to
implement the tailzie, led to the violent feud
between the houses of Innes and of Innermarkie. William Innes of that ilk succeeded
his father as Baron of Innes and Aberchirder,
in autumn 1553, one of the Reformation
barons who sat in Parliament. 1560, and who
accordingly had a feud with his stepmother's
relatives, the Catholic family of Dunbar, an
incident primarily connected with a disagree-
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ment as to whether the Laird of Innes should
succeed his father as Provost of Elgin. This
dispute terminated in. the sacrilegious disturbance known as "The Bloody Vespers," when
the Laird of Innes with 32 kinsmen and 80
men-at-arms, came to Vespers at Elgin Cathedral, lst January 1555, "boden in feir of war."
with intent "to slauchter Black Sandy Dunbar
the Prior of Pluscarden in the midst of the
service, and upon the steps of the altar."
Since the Dunbars had been forewarned, and
also came in force, prepared for the fray, that
Hogmanay was celebrated by a pitched battle
inside Elgin Cathedral. William seems to
have been one of the barons who opposed the
marriage of Mary, Queen of Scots, to Darnley in spring 1565.. and apparently fell in April
of that year, in course of the insurrection.
His widow, Elizabeth Hepburn of Beanston,
had also been given a liferent of Kinnairdy.
but whether she occupied it, or the Place of
Innes, from 1570 until her death in 1574, there
is nothing' to show. She had married a
second husband, Alexander Hay of Foynefield,
and she also had the liferent of Foresterseat,
near Elgin, which is where I should expect she
really resided. Their son, Alexander Innes,
16th of that ilk, came of age April 1574, and in
the month of May immediately following his
majority, married Lady Barbara Sinclair,
daughter of the 4th Earl of Caithness, upon
whom he settled the liferent of Kinnairdy.
Lady Barbara was considerably older than
himself, and a person with a more than ordinarily lurid past. She was the wife of the
young Earl of Sutherland, who at the age of
16 had been forced to marry her, then aged
32, the Earl of Caithness's intention having
been to poison him after securing a conveyance of the earldom of Sutherland. Sutherland had no difficulty in divorcing her when
he came of age, as the Countess Barbara had
unblushingly spent her time as the mistress
of Mackay of Strathnaver. Meantime there
was another complication. The young Laird
of Innes had been contracted with Lady Jean
Gordon, the sister of this young earl of
Sutherland, and it was presumably rather a
shock when, immediately following her bro-
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ther's divorce, the disreputable Barbara ensnared Lady Jean's fiancee. Anyway Jean
promptly raised an action against Lady Barbara and her "pretended husband the Laird
of Innes," claiming first that she was his true
contracted wife, and secondly that she had a
prior right to Kinnairdy as her jointure
house. Lady Barbara died at the Place of
Innes in June 1575 and Lady Jean evidently
made good her status as the Laird's legal
wife, and to her liferent of Kinnairdy under
the Marriage Contract. What the Laird
thought I don't know. He took steps to marry
(bigamously, I presume) Elizabeth, daughter
of the 7th Lord Forbes, who had incidentally
been jilted by Alexander Ogilvy of Boyne, but
eventually became the second wife of Henry,
5th Lord Sinclair. This laird came to a tragic
end in January 1577/8, when being a proud
and boastful man, he stabbed his kinsman,
Walter Innes, brother of Paithnick, at the
Mercat Cross of Edinburgh, and only got a
remission from the Regent Morton a t the
price of the Barony of Kilmalemnock, but not
having divulged that—being under interdiction—his bargain was valueless, and having
boasted of this at a drunken revel, his
younger brother planned to become laird, by
divulging t t e truth to the Regent, to whom
(the Regent Morton being a very greedy man)
this was a much greater offence than murder,
and forthwith bad him beheaded next' morning, the gift of his escheat narrating that
Laird Alexander was
"justifiet for the cruel murder of Walter
Innes brother of Thomas Innes of Pethnick
within tho burgh of Edinburgh in December
last."
The real offence which brought him to the
block being, as I have said, giving the Regent
a worthless bond on Kilmalemnock.
Lady Jean was now "kenned to her terce" in
the Innes estates and she settled a t Kinnairdy Castle, where she lived with her
"second" husband. The Hon. Thomas Gordon,
ninth son of the 4th Earl of Huntly. whom
she survived until January 1584/5.
John Innes, 17th of that ilk. had meantime
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succeeded his brother, whose wicked betrayal
brought John no good. He was a weak and
vicious young man, at one moment under the
control of Robert Innes of Innermarkie, and
ar. another, of Alexander Innes of Crommey,
to both of whom he at various times made
conveyances of the estate, the operative settlement being a mutual contract of tailzie. 2
December 1578, after which the Laird of Innermarkie having persuaded him that he was
r.ow "no better than a masterless dogge and
more contemptible than the meanest beggar."
(which in a way had some truth in it,
though not quite as Innermarkie meant it!)
they conspired to murder the Laird of Crommey a t Aberdeen, 13 April 1580, which led to
a violent and romantic feud, culminating in
the slauchter of the Laird of Innermarkie
within the secret chamber in the now
vanished castle of Edinglassie, and the restoration of Crommey's son, Robert Innes,
19th of that ilk, to the Innes estates and
chiefship as rightful heir of tailzie, whilst
the wretched John Innes "sometime of that
ilk," by a contract 1582, receives a liferent
of the tower and fortalice of Innes where the
new Laird undertook to "fortify and maintain
John as principal and father to him with due
reverence as accords for all the days of his
life" the document being subscribed by them
both respectively, with the chiefly title:
"John Innes of that ilk,
Robert Innes of that ilk."
Notwithstanding the promised reverence,
there were dark rumours of how, to "facilitate Robert's access, and hasten it," to the
lairdship.
"There was some indirect measures taken
with poor fool John, whose death and burial
is not well-known to this day."
The "indirect measures" as the chronicler
so nicely expresses it, were satisfactorily completed prior to 22 February 1588, when John's
sister Marjory appears in a lawsuit, as his
heir of line, but the dark deed done in the
place of Innes was evidently carried out with
much greater discretion than the rough-andready assassinations perpetrated by the Laird
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of Innermarkie. Robert. Innes, 19th of that
ilk,, married .the Hon. Elizabeth Elphinstone,
sister of the Lord Treasurer and it was a t
Kinnairdy they .mode their home until his
death, 25 September 1606, and her's on 22
February 1613. It is not unlikely that some
of the buildings, or perhaps the enlargement
of the windows, may date from their time;
that is, perhaps 1585-90. Their son, the Rt.
Hon. Sir Robert Innes of that ilk, P.C., M.P.,
20th Chief and 1st Baronet of Innes, was in
his youth a page to Henry, Prince of Wales,
and in early life closely associated with the
court of Charles I. He married, 18 September
1611, Lady Grizel Stewart, third daughter of
the "Bonny Earl o' Moray," and naturally set
up his establishment in the principal family
seat at Innes, where in his later years he
built the present Innes House from plans by
William Ayton. Master Mason to Heriot's
Hospital. The expenses of the lawsuits, and
feud with the house of Innermarkie, and of
his political activities, led to his resolve to
centre his estates in the old barony of Innes
in Moray, so that soon after his succession, he
began to dispose of the lands of the thaneage
of Aberchirder, and on 26 May 1627, Kinnairdy
was sold with consent of Lady Grizel, on
whom is had been settled as dowerhouse,) in
favour of Sir James Crichton of Frendraught,
who was married to Lady Elizabeth Gordon,
daughter of John, 12th Earl of Sutherland,
and grand-niece of Lady Jane, who had so
long occupied Kinnairdy as her dower-house.
They were the laird and lady of Frendraught,
who became involved in the celebrated
tragedy arising out of a feud with Gordon of
Rothiemay and Sir John Innes of Crommey.
who were accordingly charged with Letters of
Treason, for having insulted William Craig,
Ross Herald, "in his displayit coat of arms"
who had summoned them "to have rendered
and 'lelivered the house and castle of Crommey," and to "enter in ward in Blackness."
However, instead of doing anything so submissive, they had "threatened the herald, and
assistants, with their lives, and vowed that
notwithstanding His Majesty's laws, and in
despite of the Lords of Privy Council, they
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shall never pay the Laird of Frendraught his
monies, and they shall kill him." Accordingly
in June 1629, Rothiemay and Crommey, along
with Meldrum of Iden and others, to the
number of about fifty persons,
"came by way of hame-sucken to the complainer's house of Kinnairdy, where he was
dwelling for the time, fished in his waters
nearby, and rade up and doon beside the
place in a bragging manner, and used all
manner of provocations to have drawn
furth the complainer to have slain him."
Kinnairdy was a t this time evidently too
strong a fortress to be successfully assaulted,
its courtyard being then surrounded with
buildings and lofty barmekin wall. The
attempted reconciliation between Prendraught
and the Gordons, culminated a few months
later in 1630. when in course of the Gordons'
first visit to the tower of Frendraught.
Huntly's son, Lord Aboyne, and the Laird of
Rothiemay, were burnt to death either by an
accidents conflagration, or as the Gordons
describe it, "the cruel and matchless treachery of the Laird of Frendraught," whilst the
ballad avers that Lady Frendraught gloated
over the fate of their particular enemy, Gordon of Rothiemay,
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"It was a pity for good Lord John,
But none for Rothiemay.
The keys are sunk in the deep draw-well,
Ye cannot get away."
After the destruction of Frendraught, the
lady and her daughters removed to Kinnairdy
where they remained an object of suspicion
and awe, and being a Catholic, her religion
presently brought her into conflict with an
even more powerful foe than the Huntlys
in the shape of the Kirk, and Master John
Reidford, Minister of Marnan Kirk. By 1643
there was a complaint to the Presbytery of
Strathbogie, that through her influence her
son-in-law, Lord Oliphant, "was begun to decline to popery," and after having signed the
Covenant for the sake of peace, she was on 5
March 1654, "for apostasy and popery," excommunicated. She seems to have had no less
trouble with the priests of her own religion,
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for when she sent lor Father Blackhall he refused absolutely to see her, because she was
suspected to be guilty of the death of my Lord
Aboyne, who was burnt in the castle of Frendraught. It seems ratlher uncharitable in a
churchman, when the matter was still one of
"suspicion." Her later years seem to have
been spent at Frendraught again, as by 1647
an apprising was led upon the Barony of Kinnairdy, against both James Crichton elder,
styled "of Kinnairdy," and James Crichton
younger, styled Viscount of Frendraught, upon
which John Gregory, the minister of Drumoak, had a Great Seal Charter 30 July 1647.
His wife, Janet Anderson of Finzeauch, was
daughter of the celebrated "Davie do A'thing,"
the Aberdeen engineer, and it appears to have
been from the maternal line that the great
scientific family of Gregory derived their
genius. The Minister dying 1651, his eldest
son, Alexander, was retoured heir to his father
in Kinnairdy, 31 March 1653, but whilst the
Minister had apparently taken no steps to
evict the Crichtons, and "Lady Frendraught
was still living there in 1653, the new laird
apparently adopted a different tone, and as
appears from a decree 3 February 1653, he was
already taking steps to evict the old lady,
and this led to a quarrel in the autumn,
when her younger son Francis Crichton, and
his brother the Viscount, had a meeting with
Gregory, at which they had "a drink at the
alehouse at Forgue, and another drink a t the
Manse." Either on account of the drinks, or
"that it was of verity that the said James.
Viscount of Frendraught, and the said James
Crichton of Kinnairdy, and Francis Crichton,
his son, had unjustly conceived ane deidlie
hatred and cruel malice against Mr Alexander
Gregory of Netherdale," the fact is, he was
taken to a remote cottage and done to death
by Francis Crichton, who was arraigned in
the High Court of Justiciary. The trial, however, was stopped by a Royal Warrant
countersigned by the Duke of Lauderdale 15
May 1664. and the culprit was pardoned under
the Great Seal 1682. Meantime the victim's
brother. David Gregory, was retoured heir to
his brother 11 May 1664, and on 5 September
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1673, obtained a new charter of the estates.
David had started life as a merchant in Holland, but returned to Aberdeen 1665, and married Jane, daughter of Patrick Walker of
Orchardton. "Whether he left the old laird of
Frendraught (who was still living 1667) the
occupancy of Kinnairdy I know not, but soon
afterwards 'Gregory settled at Kinnairdy and
made the old stronghold of the Thanes of
Aberchirder the scientific centre of NorthEastern Scotland. He endeared himself to the
country by his skill in medicine, but amongst
other accomplishments showed an uncanny
knowledge of weather-forecasting, so presently
he was called upon to answer a charge of
being a wizard and having sold his soul to the
devil. The explanation was that he pursued
bis studies late into the night, and that he
Lad manufactured a barometer, and so it was
that the first barometer in Scotland was made
in this old castle on the banks of the Deveron.
His second wife was Isobel Gordon. and in all
he had 29 children, of whom about a score
survived. In his later years his second wife
induced him to settle in Old Aberdeen, where
he died in 1720 at the age of 95. An Innes star,
and also the initials D.G. for David Gregory,
are carved on the old 15th century windowseat of the room on the second floor of the
tower, which is understood to be that of the
learned old man.
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He was succeeded as laird by his third but
eldest surviving son, David Gregory, Savilian
Professor of Astronomy a t Oxford from 1692.
and subsequently teacher of mathematics to
the Duke of Gloucester, Queen Anne's son.
He had been born at the Upper Kirkgate of
Aberdeen in 1661, and the estate was settled
upon him a t the age of 12, by a Crown Charter, 5 September 1673. In 1683. a t the age of 22.
he was already Professor of Mathematics in
Edinburgh, and was therefore never a resident
laird and indeed prior to his father's death
had with the consent of Elizabeth Oliphant,
his wife, sold the estate by a Disposition 14
July 1704 to Thomas Donaldson, merchant in
Elgin, who had a Charter of the Barony 11
January 1706. The Gregory possession thus
extended only to 40 years, 1664-1704, though for
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some years previous to the sale the old
scientist (whose occupancy of the castle, an
important phase in its history, really seems
to have extended for the 30 years 1670-1700 or
thereby) had been resident in Aberdeen, so
the castle was deserted and fell into disrepair.
In 1725, however, Thomas Donaldson of Kinnairdy and his wife, Elizabeth Duff, daughter
of William Duff of Dipple, commenced repairing the old building. They removed the battlements and two upper storeys of the tower, and
re-roofed it with the tall crow-stepped gables
which now form such a prominent feature in
the valley of the Deveron, and when we were
repairing the staircase turret, we discovered
that the corbie-steps of the gables were built
with the corbel-stones of the old parapet-walk
They also pulled down many of the out-buildings, including the gatehouse, part of the
great moulding of which, a half-engaged rollmoulding 8" diameter, is built into the rubblework at the skewputt of the North-East gable.
I had a moulding of this section made for the
new doorway, which we inserted in the Palace,
to replace a cottage door of the mid-19th century. By these alterations, the external appearance of the castle was of course altered
from a 15th to a 17th century style, and the
alterations, though extensive, were hardly
sufficient to warrant the term "re-built,"
which appears on the stone commemorating
the alterations made by Thomas Donaldson
and Elizabeth Duff. We have, however, every
reason to be grateful to them for having completed the roof with the tall, picturesque
gables which arc still such, a characteristically Scottish feature in the landscape, instead of replacing the old building with a
classical mansion, as became the tendency in
the 18th century.
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Mrs Leslie of Kininvie kindly presented me
a year or two ago with a portrait of Elizabeth Duff, which now holds an honoured place
in the entrance hall of the castle, for it is
probably due to l e r and her husband that
the old tower has continued to remain an inhabited building. There is also a portrait
marked "Thomas Donaldson of Kinnairdy,"
but with date 1669, which the style of clothing
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corroborates. Chronology therefore precludes
that portrait being Thomas Donaldson himself, and I have not yet definitely ascertained
whether it was his father, whose identity has
nor yet been discovered, or as may be, one of
the Inneses of Coxton with whom the Donaldsons of Kinnairdy, as we shall see, intermarried. Thomas Donaldson of Kinnairdy
and Elizabeth Duff conveyed the estate to
their son and successor, William Donaldson of
Kinnairdy, with its pertinents, Tullyreoch and
the superiorities of Tillydown, Ardmellie,
rnd others, along with the patronage of the
Kirk of Aberkerder, the teinds and fishings.
His title was completed by a Great Seal
Charter 12 February 1737. William's son and
successor, Alexander Donaldson of Kinnairdy.
married Jean, daughter of Arthur Gordon of
Carnousie, who had served with Lord Pitsligo
in the '45. He was still living 3 December
1784, when he wrote from Kinnairdy, to Willliam Rose, regarding payment of a bond due
to the Laird of Mountblairy, and a proposed
meeting with Lord Fife before the Earl's departure for London. Their son, James Donaldson, 4th of Kinnairdy, married Anne, third
daughter and eventual co-heiress of Sir James
Innes, 4th. Baronet of Coxton, and their portraits are also in the entrance hall at Kinnairdy. I am afraid Anne's husband was an
undesirable fellow, and on 11 March 1775, Lord
Fife writes from Whitehall concerning him, to
Rose :—
"I am really sorry for Kinnairdy. His son
is as imprudent and incorrigible a young
man as lives. It requires much address for
Kinnairdy to get him disabled from selling
the fee otherways. He may have objected.
He will do it in . . . . life. . . . He will
give his father much trouble. I enclose you
two letters he wrote him, with a copy of my
answer. Ho is in the very worst style of life
a man can be in. I would not write Kinnairdy on the subject, but you may show
him this, and it will require the greatest
prudence and address. There will not be
wanting idle and bad people in the country
to take him by the hand.
Yours, FIFE."
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The Earl's surmise proved well founded and
soon after his succession, the ne'er-do-well put
the estate in the market and it was ultimately
sold for £11,500—(the rental was then £315,
equivalent to about £3000 nowadays)—to Patrick Duff of Hatton, who transferred it to
Lord Fife 16 May 1795. James Donaldson, last
of Kinnairdy, and Anne Innes, had (with other
issue who seem to have died early) a son and
daughter,
1. David Donaldson, who appears as "only
surviving son of James Donaldson of Kinnairdy" in 1818,
2. Jean, who married 2 July 1797, Archibald Young Leslie, 12th of Kininvie.
For the next hundred years the Barony of
Kinnairdy remained part of the Fife Estates.
At the break-up of these estates towards the
end of last century, my father. Colonel
Francis N. Innes of Learney, contemplated
the re-purchase of the Barony of Kinnairdy,
but for various reasons, including that in
those days an estate 10 miles from Huntly
and 37 miles from Learney was -very out-of-theway and inaccessible from Learney, the
matter did not proceed. How times have
changed since 1897, for it now takes me only
1 hour and 10 minutes to motor across from
Deeside. On 10 May 1897, the Duke of Fife disponed the castle, which until 1892 had been
tenanted by Dr Smith, the well-known local
physician, to James Andrew, farmer in
Chapelton, who in January 1919 was succeeded
by his daughter, Laura Andrew, Mrs George
Troup. In 1911, from my interest in the family
history, I decided I would endeavour to recover the old stronghold which the Inneses
had acquired through the heirship of Janet
de Aberkerder, and In May 1923, after some
ten years' negotiation, I acquired from Mrs
Troup, Kinnairdy Castle, and the superiority
of the Barony, and thus became feudal
Baron of Kinnairdy and the 20th descendant of its ancient owners to hold the
"chief chymmes" of the thaneage of Aberkerder. There is no doubt about this since on
4 August 1527, the Crown Receiver exacted a
payment of 10 merks Scots (11/1 sterling) on
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behalf of the Crown under the Feudal Casualties Act, and it must have taken the Crown
Receiver a good deal more expenditure than
11/1 to ascertain the facts upon which he recovered the 10 merks! Mrs Troup and her husband continue to live in a pleasant cottage
which we have made from an old thick-walled
and loopholed building which has formerly
been on the south curtain wall of the courtyard.
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Description of the Castle.
The situation of Kinnairdy Castle is a precipitous crag rising to a height of some 60 ft.
above the burn, 200 yards from its confluence
with the Deveron, between which and the
castle crag, is a park which, until 1897, was
the walled orchard and garden of the castle,
part of which wall still stands to a height of
about 8 ft. The surface of the crag may have
been, and probably was, scarped to adapt it
for a motte (the karnem or monte castri of
the 1456 charter), whilst as the Ordnance Survey map 1867 shows, the una acra terra forming the court park of the barony and thaneage of Aberkerder, stretched 130 yds. eastward
(i.e. from the line of the Baron Officer's cottage), to the milldam of the Castleton of Kinnairdy, and a line adjoining the cottage which
until recently was the threshing-mill of the
Castletonwith the farm steading, probably
narked the line of demarcation between the
"fortress" and the outer bailey or court park.
So far, no excavations have been made on this
part of the ground, and the eastern limit of
the fortalice or barmekin and whether it
was separated from the park by a moat, are
meantime undetermined. If the Baron Officer's cottage formed one building of the curtain wall, and the foundations of a strong
wall had run eastward at the foot of the present garden wall there, then the cottage of the
Castleton forming the western extremity of
the steading would be a building near the
south-eastern corner of the curtain, and the
midden would represent part of the line of
what may have been a dry moat, unless indeed it was capable of being filled from the
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Kinnairdy burn, though I should be doubtful
if the volume of its water would have been
sufficient for the purpose, even in those days
when there was a higher water-level in NorthEastern Scotland. The western curtain-wall
or barmekin still exists to a height of about
l0 ft., and the remains of it can be traced,
circling the motte towards the Castleton cottage at the steading already referred to, but
its size and extent at the south of the motte
have not yet been excavated, nor, indeed, has
the courtyard, though a line of laigh-bigging
along the western curtain extends 59 ft. from
the castle, and part of these buildings included what must have been a two-storeyed
"lodging," whose gable is at the point marked
by the square pavilion-topped pillar which
was cleverly adapted from the raw end of the
gable, by Mr Neish, the Bognie estate mason,
turning what was a rather unsightly wall-end
into a characteristically Scottish architectural
feature. The existing portion of the barmekin
is about 2' 4" thick at the base, falling inwards from its batter to somewhat less at the
top. The north curtain was presumably
similar, if not rather thicker but has evidently been demolished to the ground-leved,
and upon it was built the present gardenwall, though it is 3 ft. thick at the back wall
of "the Palace," to be hereafter described.
The old south approach to tie castle was
along the avenue of great trees leading along
the wooded bank above the 'Haugh. This
approach presumably led to a gateway somewhere about the western end of the steading,
where massive wailing now forming the remportion of the dairy is probably part of the
east wall of the Gate House; and immediately
within it stands the still flourishing remains
of an enormous ashtree. The tower occupies
the north-western corner of the enclosure,
which is the most commanding position on
the motte, and where the bank falls most
steeplyto the brn mouth. It is 27' 6" square,
with a 7' projection westward, in which there
is a turnpike stair 7' 6" in diameter. This circular staircase overrides a fragment of wall,
containing an arched doorway 4' 10" high,
which may have formed the original, or earli-
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est entrance to the courtyard. If so, the
access was at the steepest part of the motte,
and the early building would assume something of the character of a semi-detached version of the celebrated Peel of Lumphanan,
which is still unexcavated and unexplored.
The structure at this point is puzzling, as the
old doorway appears to be in a wall 3' thick,
of which there are foundation traces further
east, where there may have been a corner
tower in the enceinte which may have collapsed from a subsidence of the motte. (A
curious fact is that this wall and doorway and
the inner half of the west gable of the tower
are built on soil is inches higher than the rest
of the tower wall and the "outside" walls at
its western port. Indeed it appears there are
thus fragments of a still older castle, encased
within the western part of the present great
tower.) At a later stage 2 ft. of walling has
been built across in front of the doorway to a
height of 10 ft., representing, I should
imagine, the work of a period when the
southern gateway was substituted as more
convenient than access up the steep face of
the motte. It may well be that the old doorway and the remains of the curtain wall
circling the motte, or at least its foundations,
are works dating back to the days of the
Aberkerders of that Ilk, whose residence
would have been a thatched ha'-hoose within
their masoned curtain wall, much as Dr
Douglas Simpson has described in his provisional restoration of the pre-15th century
Dunvegan. The remains of such a ha'-hoose
are still extant within the Peel-Ring at Lum
phanan. The old wall referred to as built on
a higher level may be part of this or of a
smaller keep on the very summit of the karnem and presumably a valued ancestral
structure since it was so carefully preserved
and built round when the larger tower was
erected Adjoining the wall with the old
arched doorway, is the tower 27' 6 square,
and which is almost necessarily older than
the staircase tower, and this building has
even in early times been the subject of extensive alteration. It is now 34' 6 high the
eaves, and 54 ft. to the ridge of the tall 18th
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century roof, built by Thomas Donaldson and
Elizabeth Duff in 1725. Its east and west walls
are 4' thick. Its south wall 4' 6" thick, whilst
the north wall is from 5' 9" to 6'- The greater
thickness of the north wall is explained from
its having originally contained the great fireplace and hall "lum," originally, I imagine,
the only one in the castle. The lower apartment is a. vault 17' 6" wide x 19' 6" long, which
bad a beaten clay floor and was originally lit
by two small, closely-barred apertures 8'
from the ground-level, of which one still survives above the modern centre doorway, whilst
the eastern one has been destroyed in forming the large window to the vault. I think
this was dono in the 17th century. The
original access to the vault was at the northeast corner, where we have only just discovered a blocked-up doorway 6' high by 3' 3"
wide entering to a small lobby 29" wide; a
doorway with a "murder hole" above, which
must have been situated in the floor of a
window destroyed in forming the first-floor
access between the tower and palace. We
have also found the "lid" of the murder-hole,
a round slab of thick slate 16" in diameter.
It looks somewhat as if this had been the
original door of the tower, and as if one had
to cross the vault to reach a small turnpike
in the thickness of the south-eastern corner
(which, if that was the plan, was obliterated
in making the present stair, or there may
have been an internal straight stair, perhaps
of wood and movable, within the S.W. corner
of the vault.). The doorways at the south
eastern corner give just the suggestion of
such a turnpike stair. Save for the existence
of the "murder-hole," I would not have been
disposed to think this was the real access to
the tower, and it is probable the lower door
was a later invention, and that the original
access to the 1st and upper floors was by a
door at the south-west corner, off the parapet
walk. In that case the "straight stair" would
have led down into the vault, which presumably had at that period no outside entrance
at all. The 1st floor apartment of the
tower is also 17' 6" x 19' 6", and forms the great
ball of the castle, with three deep window-
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embrasures formed some time in the 16th
century, as they are grooved for the old style
of fixed leaded lights, and carved shutters,
which preceded the sash, windows that became
fashionable in the 17th century. In any case
these windows have been enlarged, for we
shall find the one remaining example of the
original fenestration in the second storey of
the east gable of the tower, a window that
was evidently filled up when the large southern windows were made. There is a garderobe
in the north wall of the tower, and from the
arrangement, I should assume that there were
screens across the west end of the hall, lit
by the western window. In the north wall is
the celebrated oak aumbrey which the experts
of H.M. Office of Works consider one of the
few examples of such workmanship in a private house in Scotland. With the appropriate
conservativeness of Government experts, they
fix the date of this carved aumbrey as about
1522, but as I have explained, Alexander, 13th
laird of Innes, had already been imprisoned
for his "prodigous" expenditure in 1513, so he
could not have got credit, or had the chance
of acquiring this so late as the date suggested,
and I have already explained that I think it
is some 20 years earlier, some time after his
marriage in 1493 and that we may place the
erection of the aumbrey and the existing
alterations to which it refers, as between that
date and, shall we say, 1500. I have already
explained I surmise that the carved figures on
it represent Alexander Innes of that ilk and
Dame Christian Dunbar of Cumnock, his wife.
The strange discovery was, that it is not an
original aumbrey recess at all; examination
of the wallhead shows a flue, now filled with
rubble, and inbuilt with an arch from which
it is evident that there was a huge hooded
fireplace upon the "chimney," on which the
family arms were no doubt painted, in the
north wall, and that the aumbrey has been
devised at a time when this great fireplace
was discontinued, and the fireplace in the
east wall was formed. It is a large fireplace
4' 9" x 3' 10" with half-engaged roll moulding,
and these alterations, made towards the end of
the 15th century, indicate that the tower itself
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was at least a generation older. Above it are
now the carved and coloured arms of (1)
Innes ot that Ilk, Earl Innes, (2) limes of
Learney, (?) Earldom of Caithness, the family
of the present Laird's wife, the background
being (1) blue for Innes, (2) green for the
Order of the Thistle of which the present laird
is an Officer or Albany Herald, (3) black for
Sinclair and Buchan of Auchmacoy. My impression is that, the tower was originally
built (around portions of the original thanes'
tower) by Sir Waiter Innes of that ilk about
1426, having then one huge lum in its north
gable, and that the alterations referred to
were those of his great-grandson the 13th
Laird, three-quarters of a century later. On
the 3rd floor is the loft in the tall gabled roof,
of which the present timbers were erected
about 1865, for re-roofing was in progress at
the time the Ordnance Survey map was surveyed, and the plaster work in the loft shows
that the tie-beams were originally at a different level, and that the 3rd floor contained
plastered apartments within the 1725 roof, and
a garret floor upon the ties above that, as a
5th storey. Careful examination, when recently re-roofing the stair turret, also showed
that we can trace the line of the wallheads in
the existing gables about nine feet above
the present loft floor, and this had been the
level of the parapet walk, of which the corbels
were taken in 1725, to form the crowsteps of
the gables. This parapet walk was 22" wide,
and we have also just found the corbel-stones
of one of the corner-rounds or bartizans,
which we can now say were 5 ft. in diameter
and with three courses of corbelling. These
were formed of great flat stones cut to slope,
and the two we found, and which gave; the
clue to the dimensions of these bartizans, were
taken in 1725 to be used as the hearthstone of
the vault-chamber and we found them bedded
down in the clay floor, which evidently survived until the flagstones were laid over it
about 1857.
The tower was accordingly originally five
storeys high, with a flat roof, and two stones
—one a corner stone with water channelhave survived of the original parapet walk,
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within which there was probably a low
thatched house forming: a 6th storey. The
stair turret had in 1865 been cut down to the
same slope as the main roof of 1725, which
produced an unsightly as well as inconvenienttermination to the stairway. I invited Mr
Morrison, Boat of. Turtory, 88 in 1927, to come
and see the castle, as he was the oldest person I could find who recollected the building
in the past. He remembered having come
there at the age of about 18 when, he said,
the staircase turret was not as it now is, but
"went hine awa' up." The present caphouse
was accordingly reconstructed to give a convenient termination to the stair, and represents an accepted form of 16th century Scottish domestic construction. The window-surround carried with Innes stars and Aberkerder boars' heads, being reminiscent of that
produced by Sir Robert Lorimer at Formakin,
whilst we used for corbels 7 of the old corbelstones which we discovered in course of the
operation. The work of Thomas Donaldson
and Elizabeth Duff has thus been re-completed
in such manner that the exterior of the tower
is a consistent 16th/17th century Scottish
building. It would of course have been aimless, as well as imprudent, to attempt a restoration of the upper two storeys, and 15th
century battlemented roof. East of the tower
stretches the "palace," as it is described in
the 18th century, and subsequent title-deeds,
a building 27' wide x 41' long. Its back wall is
3' thick; its front wall 3' 6" thick; and it is
now at all events divided by a 4' thick
chimneystack, whilst doorways in the east
gable as well as foundations inside, indicate
that the castle extended still further eastward. This had in the 17th century acquired
the form of a long residential block or palace,
upon the north curtain, of which the windows
faced south. The ground floor windows and
doorway of the palace had been destroyed in
1857 (as appeared from marked boards, when
we were taking out some of the Victorian fireplaces). and enlarging lights down to almost
the ground-level, and a 19th century cottagefloor had been inserted. The present carved
doorway with 8" half-engaged roll moulding
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With motto: ORNATUR RADIX FRONDE, along
with tihe initials and arms of Innes of Learney
and Buchan of Auchmacoy impaled, was inserted 1935, whilst in the absence of our knowing what the original windows were like, the
openings have meantime been filled with hori
zontal leaded lights, emblazoned with hev
aldry. The eastern half of the palace would
seem, however, to have formed in its earliest
period an independent house, between which
and the tower there may have been an open
courtyard. In that case the formation of the
palace, as such, would date from a period in
the 16th century, when the present staircase
tower was built, with the doorway at the
stair-foot raised some 3' above ground-level,
and which was formerly equipped with the
outer door of wood and inner iron yett, and
a substantial bar of which the hole can still
be seen. I am therefore meantime disposed
to surmise the architectural history of the
castle thus:
It was first a matte surrounded by a curtain
wall, to which there was an arched doorway
4' 10" high, at the north-west corner, and
which still subsists. This, I think, dates from
the period of the old Thanes of Aberkerder.
and beside it was a small structure, perhaps
a tower, built on the very highest point of the
motte and now encased in thicker internal
masonry.
The second stage was, as a 15th century
tower, six storeys high, with a flat battlemented roof, erected by—in my view—Sir
Walter Innes 10th of that ilk, about 1420.
About 1500, the internal arrangements of this
tower were re-modelled by Alexander Innes.
13th of that ilk, when the carved aumbrey
was inserted, and I should imagine that the
present staircase tower was substituted for a
much narrower turnpike in the south-west
corner. If. is possible that the palace was
built a.t this period, but I am inclined to
think it was at this stage still represented by
the detached house. The enlargement of the
windows in the south of the tower I should
attribute to the occupancy of Lady Jean
Gordon, widow of Alexander Innes, 16th of
that ilk, who as the Earl of Sutherland's
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daughter, and. a lady of means, would have
been in a position to make some alterations.
I
completed the palace, as we know it to-day,
for the fireplace in the attio bedroom is characteristic of 16th century style. In the first
half of the 17th century, the barmekin was
evidently still complete, and was at that date
presumably approached by a gateway either
on the south or east. It is possible that the
approach was down the hill from the Mains,
through a gateway in the east curtain where
there are traces of a hard road leading
straight across to the tower, and that the
southern avenue, involving a filling-across of
the south end of the moat or dry ditch, was a
17th century improvement of the Orichtons.
Later on—perhaps by the Donaldsons—the
south and east curtain walls were demolished,
and I imagine, used for building the garden
wall in the haugh below. At, this period, in
1725, the two "upper storeys of the tower, along
with the battlements, were removed, and the
crowstepped gables substituted. In 1257 the
groundfloor windows and doorway of the
palace were slapped out in cottage style, and
in 1865 the Donaldsons' roof was renewed, and
the top of staircase turret cut down. Between
1927 and 1935, the caphouse of the staircase
turret was replaced, and the present doorway
and windows inserted in the voids of 1857, in
the ground floor of the palace. The vaulted
apartment at foot of the tower, which had
been divided into a farm kitchen and scullery
is to be restored into a single apartment
forming the dining-hall of the castle. It is
pleasant to record the assistance given by
H.M. Office of Works and Inspectors in tackling the difficult work of restoration and the
painstaking work of Mr J. Milne. Bridge of
Marnoch, and Mr T. Neish. Craigmancy, in
carrying out operations which require such
assiduous care if the historic value and old
Scottish character of such buildings is to be
preserved.
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