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The annual summer meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was held this afternoon.
Favoured with one of the best days in this
uncongenial season, it proved a highly successful and enjoyable gathering.
The company assembled at Dundargue Castle,
on the beautiful shore of Aberdour Bay, and
was welcomed by Sheriff More, president of
the Club. In introducing Dr Douglas Simpson, he said he felt that it had been his privilege to do so on similar occasions, and it was
therefore unnecessary for him to dwell on Dr
Simpson's unmatched equipment for guiding
them through the architectural features and
historical associations of two of the Castles of
the North-East. of Scotland, viz., Dundargue
and Pitsligo.
Dundargue Castle.
Dr Simpson then proceeded with his exposition, which was characterised by his usual
lucidity and charm of diction. One noted that
the name Dundargue signifies "red doune" or
fort, from the circumstance that its site is on
old red sandstone. The castle had figured in
only one period of history—the War of Scottish Independence. It belonged to the Comyns
and was a 13th century building. Alice Comyn
married Henry de Beaumont, an English
knight, who claimed the title of Comte de
Buchan. So arose one of the English families
who claimed lands in Scotland.
In the second War of Independence, Beaumont took the side of Edward Balliol, and in
the siege of Dundargne in 1335 he was forced
to surrender. From then until recently the
castle had been uninhabited. It belonged to
Mr Fordyce of Brucklay, who asked Rev. Wm.
Beveridge, of New Deer, to excavate the site.
The work began in 1912 and revealed three
ditches, the outer V-shaped and the inner
U-shaped. V-shaped ditches were prehistoric
and U-shaped of medieval date. A midden was
found, and in it fish bones and weapons show-
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ing that the old castle dated back to prehistoric times. The treasures recovered are
stored in Brucklay Castle.
In connection with these excavations Dr
Simpson wished it to be put on record that he
regarded Mr Beveridge as a really great antiquary. He wrote a meagre treatise on the
castle, but not adequate to the work he did.
It lies in the Library in Aberdeen.
The property was acquired a few years ago
by Wing-Commander Carnegie, who has built
a house for his own residence on part of the
site of the old castle from materials from the
old U.F. Church of Aberdour, which has been
demolished. Wing-Commander Carnegie was,
unfortunately, unable to be present, but he
had kindly arranged for the house being open
and it proved of great interest to many.
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Pitsligo Church and Castle.
Next a visit was paid to the church at Pitsligo, where Dr Simpson traced the history of
the old church and recalled the controversy as
to whether a new church should be built or
the old one renovated. He called attention to
the beautiful belfry on the old church, and
the fine carving on the old laird's pew which
was transferred from the old church to the
new one on its erection. He characterised the
craftsmanship displayed here as of a very
high order and analysed its significant details.
As regards the history of Pitsligo Castle, the
main interest centres round the Lord Pitsligo
who played such a romantic part in the
Second Jacobite Rebellion, who was hunted by
red-coats after Culloden, and hid in caves and
box-beds in houses of surrounding farms. In
religion he was a member of that peculiar
sect called the Quietists, but that did not prevent him from joining the Rising even though
over 70 years of age.
In the buildings, attention was directed to
the proportion of big boulders in walls erected
in the 15th century as compared with the fewer
boulders and numerous horizontal pinnings
that were characteristic of the workmanship
of the 16th century. Over the windows were
the Royal Arms of Scotland, always found on
castles held directly from the King. Other
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features were the indented gun loops borrowed
from the French, the huge kitchen fire-place,
the old stair-case, not spiral but of a newer
type, the coats-of-arms of Alexander, fourth
of Pitsligo, and Lady Mary Erskine, &c.
An adjournment was then made to the Bellslea Hotel, Fraserburgh, for tea, where about
50 members with friends sat down together.
At the close, the President formally thanked
Dr Simpson for once more coming to the
annual excursion of the Club, and he hoped
they might all meet again next year.
Dr Simpson, in replying, said he always
came to the outings of the Banffshire Field
Club with a great deal of pleasure—a personal
one. The Club was a solid body. Year after
year he saw a great number of the same faces,
and he respected the Club enormously for the
valuable work it did in publishing its Transactions and bringing something of the wealth
of places of historical interest in the NorthEast to public notice. Dr M'Pherson had done
a great deal in filling up gaps in the Transactions of the Club in the Library and he
wished to acknowledge that service. Thanks
were also due to the secretaries for work so
well done in connection with, the outing.
Dr M'Pherson proposed a vote of thanks to
the president, Sheriff More. He had all along
taken a great interest in the Field Club to its
manifest advantage. Though now removed
from Banffshire he had not severed his connection with it and he trusted they would still
find him with them as frequently as possible.
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