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A ROSIEBURN PILGRIM.
The Chairman read a paper by Dr John
Malcolm Bulloch, London, entitled "From
Cairnfield to Canada—A Rosieburn Pilgrim."
It was in these terms:—
The extraordinarily variegated character of
the British Empire which, with t h e selfsufficiency of its component p a r t s and its
attachment to our little spot of e a r t h in t h e
North Sea, remains an incomprehensible paradox to all foreign observers, and often puzzles
ourselves, comes home constantly to the
family historian, though he is usually, b u t
mistakenly, supposed to be ignorant of affairs.
Thus, scarcely a single month passes in which
I do not receive a letter f r o m some correspondent in the colonies, and also in America,
eagerly soliciting my help in a n a t t e m p t to
link up his—or, more frequently, her—line with
t h e family of Gordon in Scotland. My correspondents tell me they have sometimes travelled hundreds of miles to a big l i b r a r y to
study "The House of Gordon," which, alas,
will never be finished on t h e lines I once fondly
hoped, in order to establish a connection. They
quote family traditions, which, as often as
not, a r e t h e wildest of guesses. Their recourse
to my knowledge of t h e subject is no doubt
flattering to my v a n i t y : b u t if I did nothing
else but a t t e m p t to g r a t i f y their eager curiosity I would lead a busy life. I like, however,
to help them, for they a r e f a r from sources of
information, and I know how much store
colonials lay on these ties. Besides, if i t is
often comparatively easy f o r a genealogist in
this country to t r a c e pedigrees on this side of
the Atlantic, i t is difficult for him to follow
t h e career of Scots who have migrated beyond
our shores.
One of my
by Mrs Haig
the track of
me to follow

recent correspondences, initiated
Ferguson, Edinburgh, p u t s me on
one of these migrations, enabling
a Rosieburn Gordon into Canada.
Estate of Cairnfield.
The ownership of Cairnfield is a complicated
business for t h e lands were possessed a t different times by more t h a n one family of the
name of Gordon, as I showed in detail m a n y
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years ago. I t is typical of the difficulty, even
with the piecemeal way in which this sort of
work has to be done—even when the student
shows the greatest enthusiasm in getting to
grips with the subject—that I had to find different homes for the printed accounts of the
group. Thus I printed an account of the first
and second of the three families which held
Cairnfield in a northern newspaper of April
16, 23, 30: May 7, 14, 21, 28: June 4, 11, 18, 25, and
J u l y 2, 1910. The third group, ancestors of the
present owner, was described to the Banffshire
Field Club on May 5, 1910.
The founder of the third group of lairds was
Alexander Gordon (1687-1775), who was the son
of Robert Gordon, Lunan. He was enrolled as
Writer to the Signet in 1723. From letters now
in the possession of his descendant, Mrs Haig
Ferguson, Edinburgh, I gather that he acted
for some members of the Earl of Sutherland's
family, for in 1752 he wrote from Cairnfield to
John Mackenzie of Delvine, W.S., t h a t he had
had a conversation at Stair with Lady Strathnaver, afterwards Countess of Sutherland,
about her daughter Betty, who in 1757 married
her cousin James Wemyss of Wemyss.
Alexander Gordon acquired Cairnfield in
1721, obtaining a charter of sale from the Duke
of Gordon in 1725.
He was twice married, first before 1717, to
Elizabeth Gordon (died 1724), daughter of Robert Gordon of Cairnfield, and secondly in
1727 to Jean Gordon (died 1774), daughter of
John Gordon of Drumwhindle.
Alexander Gordon had four sons, all by his
second wife, and five daughters, and he also
had a natural son, Alexander. His second son.
James Gordon (1738-1815), who began life as a
wine merchant a t Leith, bought the estate (1 00
acres) of Rosieburn. An oil painting of James
Gordon is in the possession of his descendant,
Mrs W. L. C. Underwood, 83 Kenilworth
Avenue, Toronto. James Gordon married in
1779 Janet Mercer (died 1842 aged 84), daughter
of Alexander Mercer, who had acquired the
estate of Hoop in Orkney, through his marriage with Jean Smith, daughter of Henry
Smith of Hoop. They had six sons and five
daughters.
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The eldest son was Alexander Gordon, who
was born on November 6, 1781. He began his
career in the Army, entering t h e 15th Foot as
ensign on August 29, 1798, the year in which he
was made a Burgess of Banff.
Later
he was made a lieutenant in t h e 85th Foot,
being transferred to the 69th on May 25, 1803.
and to the 95th Foot on April 21, 1804. He retired in 1808, becoming Lieut.-Colonel of the
Aberdeen Militia in 1811, and a d j u t a n t of the
s a m e in 1817.
He was married a t Edinburgh on J u l y 13,
1805, to Elizabeth, second daughter of George
Robinson, W.S., of Gask and Clermiston, near
Edinburgh.
He emigrated to Canada—whither his eldest
son James (born 1806) seems to have preceded
him—apparently under a scheme f o r settling
retired officers there.
A Gordon in Canada.
He left Greenock on the brig Earl of Dalhousie, of Maine, on August 26, 1827. He kept
a minute journal of his voyage; a typed copy
of which is now in the possession of his greatgranddaughter, Mrs Haig Ferguson Edinburgh, who has lent it to me. The vessel took
six weeks to cross the Atlantic, for it did not
reach Quebec till October 8, doing so a f t e r a
roughish passage, during which Gordon had
trouble with Charles Mackenzie, who seems to
have been a servant to him. There were only
five cabin passengers, including Gordon and
his wife, his son Alexander and his two daughters, Tiprey (?) and Penelope Garden Campbell
(1813-73), who married Professor James Miller
of Edinburgh University in 1836. There were
twenty-four steerage passengers, and a crew
of thirteen under Captain J a m e s Boyd. The
Gordons took with them 77 boxes, eighteen of
which were shipped a t Aberdeen on March 20,
1827. One of the packages contained 200 lbs. of
beef.
At t h a t time General the Earl of Dalhousie,
who had fought a t the Peninsula and a t
Waterloo, was Governor of Canada, from
which he went on to India as commander-inchief in 1829. When Gordon landed, the Earl
had removed to his summer residence of Sor-
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rell a few days before, and had gone to a
public dinner given to him at Montreal. Gordon waited upon him on October 11, delivering
letters from the Duke of Gordon, the Earl of
Aboyne, Lord Sinclair, Sir James Willoughby
Gordon of the Knockespock family. Sir Thomas
Makdougall Brisbane, General Sir Thomas
Sydney Beckwith, and a letter from the
Colonial Office authorising a g r a n t of land
equal to a half-pay captain. Dalhousie invited him twice to dinner, but Gordon had to
decline, as his clothes were not unpacked.
It seems clear t h a t Gordon did not take
kindly to colonial life. He was despondent
from the first, remarking, for example, on October 11, 1827. when he had examined the fortifications which had been begun in 1820—"I am
doubtful whether John Bull thinks his Canadian brethren worth throwing away so much
gold upon. . . . In short, I am absolutely
brimfull of doubts and fears."
Gordon ultimately took a farm at Mount
Dorchester, near Queenstown, and, disliking
the life, was delighted when he heard that a
cousin of his, Mr (or Captain) John Gordon,
who died a t Florence in 1829 a t the age of
eighty-two, had left him a small fortune. It
is clear from a letter he wrote on November
2, 1829, to James Grant of Ord, advocate in
Aberdeen, t h a t he had quarrelled with his
people, for he says:—"It gratified me to observe Mr F. Gordon has not united with my
relations in invective against me. I have, I
hope, proved the falsity of all by never having
touched one shilling of my poor brother's
money. One point, however, remains to be
arranged. It resolves itself into this question,
How am I to transport my wife, my daughters
and Alex, to Britain? I therefore propose to
you to apply to Mr F. Gordon, or any other
moneyed man, but I would prefer him, to give
a banker's name in London from which I may
draw for a sum not exceeding £500. Mr F.
Gordon perhaps knows that by Mr Gordon's
death, a considerable sum becomes divisible
between Mr Gordon of Cairnfield and me. That
fund might be made available for such a purpose. I throw myself upon you and entreat
your kind offices to remove me from this coun-
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t r y that I may settle my affairs and die, as I
wish to do, in my own."
He wrote to James Grant from New York,
May 14, 1830, that he was to start for London on
Sunday, May 16, on the ship Hudson (Captain
Champlin). He was able to do so because his
friend, Peter M'Gill, Montreal, cashed a bill
for him.
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An Aberdeen Post.
I do not know what he did when he came
back, or how long he remained. But he ultimately went back to Mount Dorchester to his
farming. In 1841 he applied for an appointment in this country as a Barrack Master,
stating: "My sons and daughters a r e all married and gone from me. Mrs Gordon and I are
left alone: my farming days a r e nearly at an
end, and as I have none of my family now to
assist me, I am heartily tired of such hard
work." He stated t h a t as the Barrack Master
a t Aberdeen, an intimate acquaintance of his,
was an old man, he would prefer t h a t post in
t h e event of its being vacant, "as all my relatives are within a short distance." He did
not get the post. He belonged to a Masonic
Lodge a t Brantford. A miniature of Gordon
painted on ivory and showing him in military
uniform—with a lock of h a i r a t the back of
the gold frame—is now (1937) in the possession
of his granddaughter, Mrs Blackburn, who
possesses other relics of him. The descendants
of his brother, James, are said to possess two
three-quarter paintings of him and his wife,
b u t their whereabouts a r e not certain.
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I stated in the Transactions of the Club t h a t
Gordon's wife, Elizabeth Robinson, died in
Canada on July 28, 1849. But their descendant,
Mrs Underwood, thinks t h a t t h e Mrs Gordon
who died on this date was a Mrs J o h n Gordon,
"a native of Ireland," whose husband was a
"Lake Captain" a t t h a t time. I do not know
when Alexander Gordon himself died. He and
his wife had three sons and two daughters:—
1. James Gordon, born 1806, educated a t
Marischal College: settled in Canada. He was
Governor of the jail a t Cayuga, and died
a f t e r 1861. He married April 16, 1830. Marg a r e t Mylne, daughter of William Mylne,
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Grand River, Canada, and had at least two
sons and four daughters:—
William Gordon;
Alexander Gordon;
Jessie Gordon;
Margaret Gordon;
Penelope Gordon (Mrs Dr Graham).
2. George Robinson Gordon (1807-25).
3. Alexander Gordon, born 1812. The "Daily
Leader" of Toronto stated (October 3, 1861)
t h a t he was "formerly in the Commissariat
Department of the British Army." He then
entered the Canadian Customs Service. He
owned the Whirlpool Farm, Stamford, Ontario, and died a t Brantford, Ontario, on
September 23, 1861. He married Jessie Laing,
daughter of James Laing, Jamaica, whose
family went to Canada after the abolition of
slavery. Her sister. Mary Laing (1800-79),
married the Hon. William James Coventry,
fourth son of the 7th Earl of Coventry, and
had issue fully set out in Burke's Peerage.
Their granddaughter, Violet Fanshawe, married Huntly Douglas Gordon (1866-1933), becoming the mother of Douglas John Gordon
(b. 1900), Assistant Clerk in the House of
Commons, a very keen Gordonologist who
has a very extensive knowledge of the Gordons in Ross and Sutherland. Alexander
Gordon had two sons and four daughters:—
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(1) Malcolm Alexander Gordon, died 1901;
he had a son and two daughters, all of
whom are dead.
(2) Alexander Gordon: died in infancy.
(3) Jessie Gordon, died unmarried, 1921.
(4) Elizabeth Gordon, married A. Kirby
and had two sons and a daughter.
(6) Louisa Gordon, married J . F a r r : has
no issue.
(6) Frances Hawtrey Gordon, born 1853:
alive 1936. She possesses various family
portraits, including t h a t of her grandfather Alexander. She married (1) in 1871
Joseph Tunstead (died 1876), by whom 6he
had a son and two daughters: and (2)
George A. Blackburn, Durham, by whom
she had three daughters, including Frances,
Mrs W. L. C. Underwood, Toronto.
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4. Jessie Mercer Gordon (1810-60): married
William Alexander, W.S., and was the
mother of Col. William Gordon Alexander.
5. Penelope Garden Campbell Gordon (181373), married James Miller, M.D., Edinburgh,
and had issue.
John Gordon, Florence.
The identity of Captain Alexander Gordon's
good angel, John Gordon, who died a t Florence on July 26, 1829, is difficult to ascertain.
In a letter of November 2, 1829, Alexander Gordon speaks of him as "my worthy friend and
cousin, Mr John Gordon." In a letter dated
November 17, he speaks of him as "sny muchesteemed cousin and friend, Captain John Gordon." I cannot discover in what regiment he
served.
In the first letter Alexander says—"Ever
since the death of my father (James Gordon
of Rosieburn, 1738-1815) I have been in constant
communication with him, and in life as in
death he has indeed been a father to me. Mr
Gordon was a man of great age, perhaps 82,
and a t such years, afflicted as he had often
written to me with violent rheumatism, his
best friends could not have wished his life
long protracted. A bed of sickness from his
habits would have been most irksome to him."
John Gordon made his last will on December
4, 1826, by which he nominated Captain Alexander Gordon his heir after deducting several
legacies. His property consisted of £5,000 3 per
cent. Consols: £4,000 India stock, and £400 exchequer bills. In a letter dated April 22, 1830.
Captain Alexander Gordon, writing to James
Grant of Ord, advocate, Aberdeen, says that
the solicitor to the executor of John Gordon
had just advised him t h a t the sum of £1.000
3 per cent. Consols had been added to John
Gordon's stock since his will was made: while
£504 3s 6d remained in the hands of his
bankers, Coutts, a t the time of his death, and
an exchequer bill for £100.
John Gordon bequeathed £1,000 to Adam Gordon of Cairnfleld: £100 to Lieut. William Hay,
65th Regiment: and an annuity of £200 to Signora Teresa Mazzaroli, "who lived with him
for many years." He also left her his dwellinghouse which he bought some years before, his
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furniture, plate, linen, books and generally
whatever else belonged to him in Tuscany,
subject to a few legacies to servants. After
Signora Mazzaroli's death the capital creating
her £200 annuity was to revert to Captain Alexander Gordon. His executors were Robert
Ladbrooke, 7 Great James Street, Bedford Row,
Sir Joseph Huddart and Isaac Grant, Florence
(afterwards Sir Isaac Grant of Monymusk?)
leaving them £100 each, with another £100 to
Michael Girentoci, banker, Florence, who was
specially appointed to act with the three executors for the concerns of the deceased in
Tuscany.
Captain Alexander Gordon adds the information that John Gordon had a sister Mrs Gould
and a few years before this lady's death he
directed her to deliver to Captain Alexander
Gordon a deed of separation between him
(John) and his wife. Alexander Gordon apprised Sir Joseph Huddart, Bart., of this fact
in case the lady (Mrs John Gordon) was alive,
and raised a claim on the estate.
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Estate of Rosieburn.
After the Gordons, Rosieburn was owned
first by Harry Lumsden of Clova, and afterwards sold in lots, becoming the property of
three proprietors, including Colonel Morison of
Bognie, who bought the Mains and Mansion
house. The latter was described in 1895 by Mr
Alexander Simpson of the Mains in a letter
now in the possession of Mrs Haig Ferguson.
He said: "The old mansion house or the remains stands within a few yards of my dwelling-house, part of the walls being used a t the
erection of my steading, some of which were
about three feet in thickness a t the foundation. The house appears to have had three
flats, the walls being contracted six inches for
joisting at each flat. The lintel over the main
door was used by my masons as a corner
stone: it bears the date 1734 initialed above
the letters "P. S. II.," and this stone is very
nearly intact. A more recent erection is a
large one-storey apartment called 'the room
of Rosieburn,' used as a meeting place for
worship by the Established Church. It is exceedingly well lighted by plain and oriental
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windows, evidently the commencement of a
new mansion house, in which was built a n ornamented white marble mantelpiece with
jambs to match. Of all t h e reports concerning
this room t h e only reliable history we have
was derived from an uncle of my own now
dead who described it as 'the beginning of
Gordon's new house, b u t he never got f u r t h e r . '
Next in importance is the garden wall about
ten feet high enclosing on two sides about two
acres evidently of the same date as t h e room.
As evidence of masonry of t h a t day i t is as
plumb as if newly built. The mansion appears
to have been once closely surrounded by
woods: all t h a t remains is a b o u t a dozen of
acres of old beech trees: the winding walks
can still be traced in different directions. The
gardens, of which there had been two a r e
mostly arable land, but the beech trees and
gardens give a considerable a m o u n t of
a m e n i t y to the place. An old meal mill seems
to have been working within fifty y a r d s of the
mansion house.
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W a r m appreciation was expressed of Dr
Bulloch's paper and he was cordially thanked
f o r i t as was also t h e President for reading it.

