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A meeting of the Club was held this evening,
the President, Sheriff J. W. More, in the chair.
The business was to hear a paper on the subject of the Early Quakers in North-East Scotland by Rev. John Torrance, B.D., Edinburgh,
late of the North Church, Rothiemay. The
paper, in Mr Torrance's absence, was read by
his former neighbour in Banffshire, Rev. D.
A. Anderson. Abbreviations that are used in
the narrative that follows are—J.F.H.S.—Journal Friends' Historical Society; P.O.—Privy
Council Records. The paper was in these
terms—
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THE EARLY QUAKERS IN NORTH-EAST
SCOTLAND.
George Fox, the founder of the Quakers or
Society of Friends, was born in 1624, a t a time
exciting and formative in British history. At
the age of 22, in 1646, he had a deep religious
experience in which he saw the Love of God
to be endless and eternal. With an inward
compulsion to share his experience with everyman, he went in 1652 to the North of England.
In Yorkshire, Westmorland, and Cumberland
hundreds of earnest people called Seekers
joined him, finding in him the apostle for
whom they had been waiting. Next year a
long procession of Quaker preachers began to
come to Scotland from the North of England.
In the Kendal Accounts for 1655, it is recorded
t h a t twelve persons received donations for
their expenses in going to Scotland.
Origins in Aberdeen.
In Aberdeen there was a threefold preparation for this Quaker Trail to the far North.
1. First, there was the secession of Alexander
J a f f r a y from the National Church. Born in
1614, J a f f r a y became a public-spirited citizen
who served on many public commissions from
1644 to 50, was M.P. for Aberden in 1649, and
Provost of the city in 1651 He was taken
prisoner at the Battle of Dunbar, and in this
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way he came into contact with Dr Owen, the
Independent preacher who was with Cromwell's army. J a f f r a y became dissatisfied with
the Covenants which the 'Scottish people had
drawn up. He speaks of "the selfish ends of
the most in contriving and carrying on these
Covenants." Finally, in 1652, with some friends,
Wm. Moore, John Row, John Menzies, Andrew
Binnie, he sent a letter to the church leaders
declaring their separation from the Church of
Scotland. Four of the leading theologians of
the day, Rutherford, Guthrie, Gillespie, Carstares, came North for a conference with them;
but, " I t was to no purpose," said J a f f r a y , "all
of us being rather more confirmed to our
former grounds." Thus there started in November 1652 an independent sect outside the
organised church.
2. The cause of independency was also
furthered by soldiers in Cromwell's army.
Bishop Burnet writes:—
"I remember well three regiments coming
to Aberdeen. There was an order and discipline, and a face of gravity and piety among
them, t h a t amazed all people. Most of them
were Independents and Anabaptists; they were
all gifted men, and preached as they were
moved."
As the worship of Mithra was spread by
soldiers in t h e armies of Rome, so Quakerism
was spread in Scotland and in Aberdeen by
some officers and men in Cromwell's army of
occupation. (I shall return to this again.)
3. The Cause was aided also by an Irishman
called Othro Ferrendail who came to Aberdeen, gained the favour of the liberal-minded
minister, Andrew Cant, and was admitted a
freeman of the town. He was arrested for
preaching Brownism or Independency in some
houses by night with closed doors. This man
later became a Quaker. (Spalding's History,
p. 303.)
Thus there was prepared a suitable soil for
the reception of the Quaker Message.
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Quaker Pacifists and the Army.
In 1657, Fox himself made a tour through
Scotland in defiance of an order of the Privy
Council to leave the Country. Through con-
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tact with him, some officers and privates in
the Army became Quakers. Their increase in
the Army had been causing General Monck
some anxiety and he feared the results. So
he reports to Cromwell on the 21st March 1657,
"I think they will prove a very dangerous
people should they increase in your army, and
be neither fit to command or obey, but ready
to make a distraction in the Army under
mutiny upon every slight occasion." (Firth's
"Cromwell's Army," p. 344-5.)
Next month Monck had a report from Aberdeen of the first visit of John Hall, a youth
from Yorkshire, aged 19, a "Publisher of
Quaker Truth."**
He lodged with a Cornet Ward, and
created a lively stir by his preaching. On
March 24th, 1657, some of the Old College
authorities complained to Major Richardson,
the Governor of the City, that Hall had called
the minister a deceiver because he denied that
people can become absolutely perfect in this
life. Also, "he did call the College—a cage of
unclean birds." Two days later, Richardson
sent on the complaint to General Monck.
Meantime Hall went to Inverness and was
received by Captain Davenport.
Of this
Captain, his superior officer, Col. Daniel reported: "My Capt.—Lt. is much confirmed in
his principles of Quakeing, makeing all the
soldiers his equalls. The man is growne so
besotted with his notions that one may as well
speake to the walls as to him . . . He hath
been in my command almost 14 years, and
hitherto demeaned himself in good order, but
now there is no speaking to him." Davenport
one day came to his company and when the
men removed their hats he told them to put
them on as he expected no such thing from
them. He was eventually brought before
Monck and cashiered.
When Hall returned to Aberdeen, the Governor (April 2nd 1657) wrote to Secretary
Thurloe, "I think it not their principle to fight,
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** In the Swarthmore MSS. 1, 276-295, there
is mention of provision of money for clothes,
horse, some books and general expenses in his
Scottish journey.
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nor to own Authority longer than it may serve
their own ends." (Thurloe Papers, quoted
J.F.H.S. VIII, 157ff.)
When the essential clash between Quaker
principles and army service was thus revealed, orders were issued to discharge
Quakers from the Army.
Publishers of Quaker Truth.
Hall was the forerunner of a considerable
band of Quaker preachers who made their
way to the Northern City. John Burnyeat. of
Cumberland, while in Carlisle prison, felt something come over him for Scotland; and when
free, he travelled for three months in 1658 from
Portpatrick to Aberdeen.
Of a visit by John Graves and, possibly,
Christopher Atkinson, we have no details. In
the autumn of that year two Yorkshire men,
William Dewsbury and George Watkinson, a
captain dismissed from t h e a r m y for his
Quakerism, were entertained in Aberdeen,
probably by Alex. Harper, whose wife was one
of the first converts in the City to the newlight. Several others were convinced through
Dewsbury's work; Christian Molison, a Bailie's
daughter; Alex. Jaffray, Margaret Anderson,
Elspeth Smith, Barbara Forbes and her daught e r ; Elizabeth Johnson and Margaret Forsyth.
Dewsbury wrote from Aberdeen: "I am casting my bread on the waters: assured I am
I shall find it in the time appointed."
Similarly, in 1662-3, great reinforcement of
spirit came to this handful of Quakers
through the visit of Patrick Livingstone, an
Angus man. At a meeting characterised by
"straitness and hardness" he broke silence by
declaring that God would reveal his presence
in a wonderful way; and it so came to pass.
There is a delightful obstinacy about this
man Livingstone. Again and again he was imprisoned till in all he had spent three years in
prison. He would not leave as if he were a guilty
man and so as soon as he was was released
he again joined the local band of Quakers.
He spoke to the people on the street from the
prison window. To silence him he was put
into the Iron House" where the worst felons
and murderers were kept. Night and day
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through the summer of 1678 he lay there till
the filth produced a swarm of maggots on bed
and food. To Bailie Burnett he wrote: "I have
for many years had proof and trial of the
armour of light, and it never failed me. I
know thy Iron House nor any other weapon
thou canst invent cannot pierce my armour. '
At the end of 1662 Jaffrey joined the Quakers.
The pulpit denounced them as demented, distracted, possessed by the Devil. Jaffray removed to Inverurie, and founded a meetingplace there. The Parish minister of Monkeggie
boasted t h a t he had a weaver, George Gray,
and a poor woman, Nancy Sim, who could
more than equal any Quaker in knowledge
and in good life. Very shortly to his intense
chagrin and rage, these very two joined the
local Quakers.
Thomas Story gives the detailed account in
his journal of a tour made some time later
in 1692 with two companions, Thomas Rudd
and John Bowstead, which occupied four weeks
in the North. In Aberdeen they were threatened by a Sergeant of Militia who made to
club them, but on being challenged for his
authority he withdrew. Lodging a night at
Castle Gordon, they spent three hours in Elgin
where they were imprisoned, but the soldiers
were kind, bringing them ale, and an officer
released them speedily. At Inverness the
officers were respectful and came to their
lodging and listened to their message. The
return journey was through Forres, Elgin,
Keith, Kintore to Ury and then South.
A similar tour was made in 1697 (17th June)
by Robert Barclay, Andrew J a f f r a y and two
others, in which they rode 244 miles. The
furthest limit of their journey was a t Loch
Lochy, where they were the guests of Lochiel
a t Achnicarry. Their comment is, "We felt
the love and openness of Lochiel's family more
after the meeting than before."
Robert Barclay of Ury—
Apologist for the Quakers.
If t h e next section is rather theological, it is
the North-East of Scotland which in large
measure gave the colour to Barclay's special
blend of theology.
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The most creative event in the History of
Northern Quakerism occurred when the Barclays, father and son, joined t h e movement.
Col. David Barclay had gained considerable
military experience and honour on the Continent. At home he had filled several important positions. His wife was a distant relation
of King James I. After his retiral from public
life he became convinced, in London, that the
Quaker way of religion was the best. A few
months later, owing to political changes, he
was imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle,†† and
there met a fellow-prisoner, his friend. Col.
John Swinton, a Quaker; and, through his influence was led openly to espouse the cause.
His son, Eobert, took the same step on a visit
to his father in prison.
Robert Barclay (1648-90), was educated at the
Scots College in Paris. He describes his "Convincement" about the Quaker t r u t h in wellknown words: "For when I came into the
silent assemblies of God's people, I felt a secret
power among them which touched my h e a r t ;
and as I gave way unto it I found evil weakening in me and good raised u p : and so I became thus knit and united to them, hungering
more and more after the increase of this power
and life, whereby I might feel myself perfectly
redeemed."
The Barclays settled on their estate at Ury,
near Stonehaven, and started a Quaker meeting there.
Shortly after this some others of good standing joined the Quakers: Alexander Skene, a
Magistrate, and his wife; and Thomas Mercer,
ex-Dean of Guild.
Robert Barclay was the most brilliant
thinker among the early Quakers. He wished
in publishing his book, "The Apology" (Amsterdam 1675-6), to give a reasoned basis for the
Quaker Doctrine. Yet an element of deep
tragedy lies here.
Barclay's environment was Calvinistic, and
what he did in his Apology was to blend the
Quakers' fresh direct experience of God with
the existing Calvinism of the age. He so

†† The arrest warrant, 23rd August 1665, is in
the British Museum.
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trimmed his Calvinism as to make it roughly
fit the Quaker dress and he cut the Quaker
dress to fit the mutilated body of his Calvinism. The result was an uncertainty, a
dualism, which encouraged controversy within
the Quaker Sect and which partly was reponsible for some of the divisions in Quakerism
as in the Story—Wilkinson Controversy.
Further, his effort a!l unconsciously narrowed and stereotyped Quakerism so that it
ceased to be a living expanding force, working
out afresh its own Theology, based on experience of the immediate revelation of God. To
put it rather bluntly and with a little exaggeration: Barclay, the foremost convert of
Quakerism in intellect, proved to be the cause
of its death as a fresh living force.
Dr Rufus Jones considers that Barclay failed
to take due account of the natural function of
Reason, and so imparted too much Quietism
into Quakerism. " 'The Apology' is beyond
question the primary influence which made
Friends Quietistic." By the end of the 18th
century Quakerism, which had started out conscious of a world-wide mission, had withdrawn
from contact with the world, and had become
concerned with the perfecting of a peculiar
people (Jones, Later Periods of Quakerism,
Vol. 1, Ch. 3).
North-East Scotland was indeed a dark place
for Quakerism.
Incidents.
During the period of about 1660-80, those
early Friends, impelled by the joy of a new
experience, used various methods to bring their
new way of Life into public notice.
In 1663 Alex. J a f f r a y started a meeting in
Inverurie. Among the first converts were the
widow and daughter of a Professor of Mathematics in Aberdeen. Two years later, J a f f r a y
was ex-communicated from the Church by the
Bishop. In this neighbourhood the influence
of J a f f r a y as a landowner caused some stir.
At Kinmuck, 31/2miles distant, there was a
colony of Quakers, with their meeting-house
and a burial-ground. At Monkeggie, or Keithhall, 2 miles distant, a clachan "with 81 chimneys visible" then, and none now. the minister
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found them difficult parishioners. All this
movement contributed to the determination of
the Synod in 1669 to proclaim a Fast for the
desertion from the Truth, and to the effort of
the local Presbytery in 1671 to suppress these
dissenters.
In 1672 the Friends in Aberdeen formally
established a monthly Men's Meeting for
affairs. Eleven men and fourteen women were
registered as belonging to the Society (Jaffray,
Diary 299). A meeting a t Montrose was also
carried on in the house of William Napier.
In t h a t year also, Robert Barclay, like other
Friends of his age, heard the call of God to
bear especial testimony against the Prince of
Darkness; and he awoke one morning (Jan.
12th) under great concern t h a t he must
traverse three of the main streets in Aberdeen, clothed in sackcloth, and covered with
ashes, like some of the ancient prophets. So
heand Andrew J a f f r a y , stripped to the waist,
J a f f r a y with sackcloth and ashes on his head,
and Barclay holding in his hands the filth
t h a t had been cast upon them, passed along
the streets each uttering woes and judgments
on the city, if it did not cease its oppressive
treatment of the Friends. In a letter t o the
inhabitants he explained t h a t he was a sign
to them, calling for their repentance.
Another day, as Barclay was being insulted
while riding in Aberdeen, an old comrade,
with some soldiers under his command, offered
to disperse the crowd, but Barclay would not
allow him to use his force. Whittier, the
Quaker poet, refers to this incident thus:—
" Up the streets of Aberdeen,
By the Kirk a n d College Green,
Rode the Laird of Ury.
Close behind him. close beside.
Foul of mouth and evil-eyed,
Pressed the mob in f u r y .
Yet with calm and stately mien,
Up the streets of Aberdeen
Came he slowly riding;
And to all he saw and h e a r d
Answering not a bitter word,
Turning not for chiding."
In 1675 (14th April) there was a debate or
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conference between Robert Barclay and George
Keith, an Aberdeen graduate, on the one hand,
and some students of Divinity on the other
l a n d . I t was held in Alex. Harper's yard. Barclay wished to remove some of the gross misrepresentations of the Quaker Doctrines. But
the disputation ended in levity and clamour,
abuse and stones. Yet four students as the
result joined the Quakers, viz., Robert Sandilands,* James Alexander, Alex. Seaton and
Alex. Paterson. (Fox, Journal II., 45, 47.)
In 1682 William Penn and others bought an
estate in East Jersey, U.S.A., and selected
Robert Barclay as Governor. He, in turn, appointed Gavin Laurie as Deputy-Governor,
then Lord Neil Campbell, and finally Andrew
Hamilton, an Edinburgh merchant. There is
extant a petition to the Privy Council by
Robert Barclay for planters in East New
Jersey, asking for banished fanatics to be sent
to them, as they needed tradesmen and labourers. (Lauder's Hist. Notices, Bannatyne
Club, II., 586.)
The Quakers were voluminous writers. In
1682, they published in Aberdeen a tract on
excommunication, challenging the new Bishop,
Haliburton, to give his authority for excommunicating them. His predecessor, on representation made to him, had stopped the excommunication; but the new Bishop intended
to renew the procedure against the Quakers.
(J.F.H.S. VI. 108.) There were repeated cases
in other places of Quakers challenging ministers to show their authority in denouncing
them or to vindicate Their scriptural position
as ministers a t all.
Persecutions and Sufferings.
These Friends were whole-hearted in their
purpose and practice of propagandism by
speech and by the printed word. They believed in the publicity gained by books and
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* This Robert Sandilands (whose father was
Recorder in Aberdeen) is the author of a
pamphlet published by John Forbes, printer to
the city and University in 1700, on "Some
Queries proposed to the Monthly Meeting of
Quakers in Aberdeen."
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pamphlets and debates. This naturally provoked reaction. So we find in 1676 Bailie Black
seized at the printing press a whole impression
of Keith's pamphlet, "Quakerism No Popery."
Their keenness sometimes led them into questionable ways.
There is a letter from John Hall to Francis
Swinton to send three hundred copies of a
book: one hundred are to be sent unbound to
Gilbert Molleson; while one hundred a r e to be
sent packed in a barrel with four or five pecks
of flour a t the top and bottom, the barrel to
be marked J.H. and the invoice to state the
price of the flour, and nothing else!
The Quakers sometimes sought to engage the
ministers in debate. At Fetteresso Robert Barclay went to service and asked the minister
after the service to dispute, but he fled. Andrew J a f f r a y also came, but was driven away.
Then Christian Barclay tried, but was hauled
downstairs. There are Sheriff Court decrees
against Christian Barclay for interrupting the
service, the fine being £100 Scots; and against
Robert Barclay, Laird of Urie (1695), for the
same offence, the fine being £50 Scots.
The Aberdeen Quakers took their share in
endeavouring to have the law made more equitable. In 1678-89, William Spark who was fined
by the Sheriff-Depute of Kincardine for not
presenting his child for baptism, took his case
to the Court of Session and won it. Robert
Burnett, younger son of the Laird of Craigmyle, refused to swear to the oath of Justice.
In 1680 the Court of Session decided in his case
t h a t Quakers should be allowed to affirm.
The Quakers had a long tussle with the Aberdeen Magistrates. The Council inserted a new
clause in the burgess oath; t h a t whosoever
shall own Quakerism shall renounce all benefit as a burgher. On 29th November 1710, Robert
Barclay and others petitioned the Town Council against this clause as it deprived them of
civil and natural rights. On 13th March 1712,
the Council declined to insert in their Record
Book a letter from the Queen's Advocate desiring them to accept a Quaker's affirmation,
as they knew no such law in Scotland. But,
on August 21st, 1714, Barclay appeared before
the Council with a new Act of the Privy Coun-
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cil of Great Britain (21st J u n e 1714) deciding:
t h a t the Aberdeen Magistrates had no right to
insert such a clause, and ordered it to be left
out. The Magistrates could do nought but
obey.
How Quaker meetings appeared to those in
authority in the land is seen in these two
minutes of the Privy Council: —30th Nov. 1665 :
"The forsaid sect being most dangerous and
their principles and practices being inconsistent with and tending to subvertion of all practices civill and ecclesiastik, it is the opinion
of the Committy t h a t a course be taken for
repressing and preventing the spreading and
increase of the same"; and 30th July 1667;
"Several turbulent and pernitious persons who,
under the name of Quakers, presume not only
to withdraw from ordinances rnd keep meninges . . but make it their work to seduce and
pervert his majesties good subjects from
their duty and obedience, to the scandall of
religion and great contempt of his Majesties
Authority . . . the Lords ordaines . . . the
Shireffes . . of Aberdeen . . to apprehend all
men Quakers who shall be found keiping of
meitinges . . . and send them prisoners to the
Toolbooth of Edinburgh."
But the instigators of their suppression were
in the first place, local: the clergy of the National Church and the Magistrates of the City.
Two Ministers of Aberdeen, George Meldrum
(ordained 1659, deprived 1662), and John Menzies
(Prof. Divinity 1649-), were exceedingly bitter
against the new sect, and the Clergy induced
Bishop Scougal to take more severe measures
against them. "The Bishop's rule was mild
and exemplary on the whole, and if his measures of repression cannot be justified, it has to
be remembered to his credit t h a t his latest
public service was to oppose the test, with the
result t h a t it underwent important mitigation"
(County Hist, of Aberdeen, p. 267). They caused
George Keith, a graduate of Aberdeen University, to be imprisoned along with Patrick
Livingstone, the Evangelist. The Privy Council summoned Keith (30th July 1667) to Edinburgh, but released him on 11th March 1670, as
he wished to go abroad, and forbad his reentry into this country.
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They also caused J a f f r a y , now aged and infirm, to be dragged 30 miles to Banff Prison
and to be detained there nine months. He, too.
was released by order of the Privy Council
(3rd August 1669, and Miscellaneous Papers,
P.C. No. 50, in 1669) on the grounds of illhealth, his son finding caution t h a t he stayed
in his own house and -had no meetings with
Quakers. These persecutors had a strong ally
in Sir John Keith, afterwards Earl of Kintore.
The Minister of Inverurie, William Forbes
(died 1678, Fasti Eccles.—Scot.) was ordered to
excommunicate his own daughter, Jean, and
rather than lose his place he was proceeding
to do so in the church one Sunday when "the
Lord was so provoked t h a t he was suddenly
pulled away by death immediately before he
should have given forth t h a t sentence." Such
is the story as told by Barclay; there is no
other record of it.
Eventually the Synod of Aberdeen appointed
a Fast because of so many desertions from the
Truth. Some years later (Dec. 24th 1696) the
General Assembly of the Church recommended
to all provincial Synods, Presbyteries, Ministers and Kirk Sessions, for the preventing
of the growth of those abominable heresies of
the Quakers, to use all proper means for reclaiming of them and in case of their obstinacy to proceed against them with the censures
of the church, and especially against the ringleaders that are traffickers for the seducing of
others.
The Quakers aroused opposition f a r more intense than their mere numbers warranted. This
was probably due in part to their persistence
in adhering to their own ways, whatever the
State might do to them; and in part to the
intolerance of the age regarding departures
from the conventional use and wont. There are
many references in the Privy Council minutes
regarding the Quakers in Aberdeen.
The Magistrates in the first case asked the
Privy Council about a shoemaker, Robert Rae,
whom they had lodged in prison for attending
Quaker meetings, for instructions what to do
with him. The Lords ordered him to be kept
in prison till further orders (2nd June 1663).
Then on 19th April 1664. the Lords take action
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regarding one. David Falconer,† in Aberdeen,,
who may go free if he abstain from attending
Quaker meetings; but on l l t h Dec. 1667, this
man is impeached for marrying persons in his
own sect against the Act of Parliament anent
Clandestine Marriages. There is a further
Minute of Privy Council (3rd March 1670) about
some unwarrantable marriages, and the
Bishop of Aberdeen is given blank letters to
use as he think fit in dealing with the practice.
On 9th April 1668, Col. David Barclay was
ordered to be transferred from Edinburgh Tolbooth to Montrose under caution for 5000
merks Scots.
A month later he is allowed
freedom within the town of Montrose to attend
to his family affairs and because there is no
accommodation in prison. On 1st Jan. 1670.
he is ordered to confine himself to his own
lands in Ury and forbidden to have any meetings with Quakers on penalty of £100 stg. Yet
again on 17th July 1673 he is one of twenty
persons fined for attending a Quaker meeting
held on 6th May, on the north side of the
Overkirk Gate, Aberdeen. His fine was £216
Scots, equal to one-fourth of his yearly valued
rent.
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The Quakers in Montrose proved a thorn in
the flesh to officialdom. On Jan. 18th, 1672, the
magistrates petitioned the Privy Council anent
the spread of Quakers in the burgh. A seafaring man, William Naper or Napier kept
meetings in his house, attended by 20 to 30
persons "who had such pretended devotion as
they pleased to devise." The magistrates had
imprisoned fifteen of them and ask for instructions. The Lords thank them for their
zeal, sanction imprisonment for the offenders
and remit Naper to Edinburgh Tolbooth.
Naper pleads (25th. J a n . 1672) that he had arranged to go on a sea voyage, and is granted
freedom on finding security for £1000 Scots.
Eight months later (18th Sept.) he was still
in prison in Montrose, but was then set free.
Another form which persecution took is
exemplified in the case of Robert Burnett.
Tutor of Leyes. He is described in a minute
Master of the Mint.

†
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of Privy Council (24th June 1669) as being not
only a Quaker himself, but one who studies
to pervert and seduce his Majesty's subjects
into the same error as himself. So it is not
surprising that on 7th April 1670 his pupil,
Sir Thos. Burnett of Leyes, should he taken
from him lest he become a Quaker and be
sent to Glasgow to be in charge of Prof. Gilbert
Burnett.
The difficulties of the situation on both sides
are seen in the story of Thomas Milne.
He
buried his child in his kail-yard on the east
side of the Gallowgate, and the Quakers built
a wall round it to make it their burial ground.
The magistrates considered this a dangerous
precedent in being a private burial ground
apart from the public one a t the church, and
so a f t e r three days ordered the body to be
taken out and buried in "Futtie Chapell"
burying place. They deprived Thomas Milne
of all freedom in the burgh and banished him
from the town and caused the walls round
the kail-yard to be demolished. A second and
a third time the Quakers began to rebuild the
walls, but the magistrates stopped these attempts. (Aberdeen Burgh Records 29th Nov.
1671, 1st June 1672.)
There is a considerable correspondence between the Lords of Council and the magistrates and Sheriff of Aberdeen. On 3rd March
1670 the Council directs the Sheriff of Aberdeen to enquire into a meeting held in the
house of a tenant of Sir John Keith (an antiQuaker), a wood-cutter: to seize him and
punish those who attend the meetings. On 7th
April 1670 the magistrates of Inverurie are
ordered to free the Quarters a f t e r a month's
imprisonment; to give them two months for a
second offence, and indefinite imprisonment for
a subsequent offence.
On March 4th, 1672, the Bishops of Moray
and Aberdeen, the Sheriffs of Moray and Banff
and Aberdeen are called upon to help in
putting down Quakers and Papists
On 1st February 1683 the Sheriff of Aberdeen
is asked to report on a complaint by the
Bishop against Quaker burial places, schools,
and mortifications.
On 23rd February 1683 the Lords ordain the
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Sheriff of Aberdeen to forbid John Robertson
to conduct a Quaker school without a licence
from the Bishop upon the penalty of finding
caution for £1000 Scots, and they direct the
magistrates of Aberdeen to summon anyone
who gives his house for holding a meeting;
a n d if he should decline to promise obedience,
to lock up his house and disperse any meeting.
Sometimes the Lords in Council moderated
the fierce vehemence which the Aberdeen magistrates showed against the Quakers. Think
of the plight of Robert Barclay, the Laird of
Ury, in the conditions revealed in his petition
to the King's Council in 1677 after a year's
imprisonment.
He s a y s : "By a certain
malicious barbarity, shameful to be named
among Christians, they have thronged 15 of
us in two narrow stinking holes, where each
of us have not so much room as could be
denied to us in the graveyard, and so are
forced to lie one above another with boxes,
notwithstanding the vault below, and not
water-tight." (Jaffray, Diary, p. 388.)
In reply on 10th August 1677, the Lords instructed the magistrates to provide air and
convenient rooms in prison for them. In the
same year they call for a report on all the
fines and terms of imprisonment of Quakers
in Aberdeen and order convenient rooms to
be provided for them.
The persecution reached its height in the
winter of 1678-9 when there were 80 imprisonments in the city gaol. Afterwards through
the influence of Robert Barclay with Princess
Elizabeth, Palatine of the Rhine and with
the Duke of York, the prison doors were
opened. During this period the women kept
the meetings alive while their husbands were
in gaol.
Patrick Livingstone issued a manifesto to
the citizens on the folly of imprisonment. He
says: "To think to overcome us by inflicting
sufferings upon our bodies . . . is vain, seeing
it is our joy in t h a t we are counted worthy
to suffer for his sake who laid down his life
for us. . . . Prison doth not separate us from
fellowship with our brethren who are at
liberty. . . . We are in unity one with another
in all places and a t all times. . . . Knit to-
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gether as members of one body, having all one
head, Christ Jesus."
The meekness and steadfastness of these persecuted Friends shed more lustre upon their
cause than any other event in their history.
Education.
The North-east of Scotland has for a long
time been keen on education. With a very
slight exception this area was the only one
in which the Quakers established schools. Possibly one may trace here the influence of
Robert Barclay.
In 1681 a school was opened a t Kinmuck, 3 1/2
miles from Inverurie, under the care of one,
John Robertson. (J.F.H.S. VII. 104.) Four
years later he complained to the quarterly
meeting that he had only received £60 of the
£100 promised to him. This was evidently
made good. Robertson died in 1714 and was
succeeded by Isaac Winchester (1714-1722), and
he by William Glenny (1722-31), and he in turn
by Isaac Valentine whose salary was £19 6s 8d
Scots (£1 12s stg.). In 1761 the Aberdeen meeting sent visitors to the school to ascertain if
the schoolmaster was using the common peat
moss and lards.
The last reference in the minute book is in
1764, when one, David Glenny, was appo'nted
schoolmaster. But somewhere before 1781 it
was discontinued; for in that year six children
were sent to Ackworth School in England, and
£10 19s Od was sent from the Kinmuck meeting
for them.
A more elementary school and for girls was
started in Aberdeen in 1682. The scholastic
qualifications of the teacher, Margaret Ker,
must have been somewhat meagre for she is
urged "To accomplish herself in arithmetic
and writing.' But what could one expect in
return for a yearly salary of six bolls of meal,
two bolls of here, and house-room in the meeting-house !
I t was very difficult to find teachers under
these conditions. In 1701 Margaret Kinnier
was offered the post a t a salarv of £56 Scots
(£4 15s 6d). In 1719 the salarv was reduced as
someone had defaulted with the funds. Somewhere between 1721 and 1731 the school became
defunct; but in 1731 an effort was made to
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revive it when a salary of 40 merks a year
or £2 4s 6d was offered to an Elizabeth Robertson, with the use of two upper rooms in the
meeting-house. This is the. last reference in
the minute book to the school.
There is an isolated reference to a school at
Ury in 1711. Also in the Arbuthnot Kirk Session records it is stated that William Wallace
had set up a school in Barnyards of Allardice;
but the minister would not tolerate any Popish
or Quaker school in the parish.
Life and Discipline.
Two of the chief notes in Quaker life are
simplicity and reality. Whatever is inconsistent with these is to be shunned as inconsistent with their professed ideals and rules of
life. A very interesting document issued by
the Aberdeen meeting in the form of a testimony against extravagance and luxury has
been preserved.
For men they condemned all shooting with
guns for game or recreation, or with bow and
arrows, hunting with dogs and hawking. In
games, "dams" (Draughts), golf and billiards
are banned.
In dress such details are forbidden as broad ribbands for hat-bands, cocking u p the side of hats, all vain powdering of
wigs or hair, long cravats fringed or speckled,
false shoulder pieces, cuffs like shirt sleeves,
outside pockets, ranges of useless buttons outside, fancy tops on s t o r i n g s a t the knees and
fancy buckles in the shoes. Coats must be
buttoned to the top so as not to display
cravats.
The regulations for women are equally stringent. The hair must be put straight back
and not set out on faces or foreheads. They
must wear a plain queff (coif) on their head
without ruffling on the front of it. In the
hood above, no wires or pasteboard must be
used to keep i t high, no long lapps on hoods
and no ruffled neck cloths. The gowns must
be plain, without tails to make them sit out
behind, and have no low trains. Two and a
half ells is the maximum length of scarf allowed, and no coloured plaids may be worn.
Generally, everyone must use "Thou" to a
single person, and indicate time in its days
and months according to truth and not accord-
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ing to the world. There should be "no idle
and needless smoking of tobacco" and "no
unnecessary haunting of taverns."
This testimony was signed by 54 persons a t
Aberdeen and some more country members.
Later, in the second month of 1711, the Kinmuck meeting prohibited having pipers a t
weddings, and the Aberdeen meeting in XI.,
1714/15, forbad going to penny weddings.
(J.H.F.S. VIII.).
On 7.xi.1672/3, William Weaver and his wife
were rebuked for keeping Christmas a t the
house of his mother-in-law.
In civil life the Quaker found himself in
opposition to payment of the tithe or teind.
The Aberdeen meeting in 1716 expressed regret
that some Friends a t Kinmuck had tampered or
compromised with paying the small tithes, and
urged them to suffer rather than lose their
testimony.
Again, marriage with an outsider, a nonQuaker, was considered as a denial of the
Faith. Robert Burnett, younger son of the
Laird of Craigmyle (born 1620). one of the
influential land-owner members, had his marriage with his second wife celebrated by a
"Priest." as the Quakers called the clergy ot
the National Church. This occasioned considerable controversy in the Society. Yet in his
will Burnett declared himself still a Quaker.
The same zeal for consistency led to the
passing of a minute (1727) regarding Christian
Jaffray. member of a splendid family:
"Friends are to take no more notice of her
seeing she has since gone off to the public
worship of the world."
The generosity of this small circle of friends
must have been very considerable. A list of
Public Funds held by the Aberdeen yearly
meeting about the beginning of the 18th century is extant.
The Aberdeen meeting-house was bought by
Robert Barclay, assisted by the Countess ot
Conway, an English convert. Eliz. Dickson
left £100 for Kinmuck school: £40 to fit out
apprentices, and £50 for poor Friends. There
were 1000 merks for the women's school: 500
nierks for general purposes: for the poor, Mary
Bannerman's 2000 merks; Wm. Reid's 30 merks.
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David Barclay £12 103, Katherine Forbes £14
17s 9d, and rents, Guest Row, Aberdeen, £9 10s.
For the expenses of visiting Friends, Mary
Rathbone left £50, and another 200 merks.
For the upkeep of Old Meldrum meeting-house,
John Elmslie left £50.
The heritable property consisted of:—Gallowgate, Aberdeen—Meeting-place and burying
ground. Guest Row, Aberdeen—Tenement of
backland and houses. Kinmuck meeting-house,
burial ground, two crofts. Old Meldrum, 1/8
p a r t of tenement, with house and meetinghouse and moss and pertinents thereof.
A minute of 7.11.1674 records practical help
in giving an unemployed man work for a year
at wire-drawing and card-making. The wider
outlook of their cause also appealed to them,
for a t Whitsunday 1679, 24 Friends a t Lethenty
made contributions for the service of truth
from half a merk to Robert Burnett's £30
Scots.
Decline.
With the advent of the 18th century came a
new atmosphere.
There was a new tolerance
and the days of persecution were almost over.
The first generation had passed away, Col.
David Barclay in 1686, Eobert Barclay in 1690,
and fresh accessions to the cause were not
forthcoming as before.
Christian Barclay
died in 1723, Andrew Jaffray, son of Alex.
Jaffray, in 1726. The last quarter of the 17th
century found the movement stationary in
Scotland, while the first quarter of the 18th
century witnessed its gradual decline, and in
places its extinction.
At the close of the 17th century there were
four monthly meetings in the North, a t Aberdeen. Ury, Kinmuck, and Montrose.
Their existence was maintained by a constant stream of Quaker visitors from the South
of Scotland and England. In the year 1698
from the fourth to the tenth month no fewer
than 23 itinerating Friends visited Aberdeen
branch. It is no wonder t h a t we find a record of two legacies for the expenses of ministering Friends.
Old Meldrum was visited by about 170 visitors
from 1740 to the close of the meeting between
1780 and 1790. I t was then the largest branch
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in Scotland. The brief record of the last meeting recorded in the minute book a t Old Meldrum in 1781 ends thus :—"Nothing coming in
view, the meeting broke u p . "
A meeting was held a t Kinmuck up to the
middle of the 19th century, b u t the meetinghouse is now- used only for the Quarterly
Meeting of Aberdeen. I t had a library containing some valuable letters, some of them
revealing an interest about Friends in High
Places.
From one letter we learn about an
interview which Robert Barclay had with King
James I I . in Nov. 1688, shortly before the
King's flight. "At their parting, being in a
window with the King where none other was
present, who looking out said, the wind was
now fair for the Prince of Orange coming
over. Robert Barclay said, it was hard that
no expedient could be found out to satisfy the
people. The King said t h a t lie would do anything becoming a gentleman to satisfy the
nation except p a r t with liberty of conscience,
which he never would d o while he lived."
There is a burying-ground a t Kinmuck which
has been used for two centuries. It contains
60-70 tombstones erected in 1908; in form,
plain, upright sandstone slabs, all alike,
slightly ornamented at the top and having a
simple inscription. This expresses according to
Quaker belief t h e perfect equality of everyone.
The number of converts was at no time
large. In 1669. when a census was taken, there
were 64 male members in Scotland, exclusive
of Aberdeen. At Aberdeen 26 persons signed
a document in 1672 (J.F.H.S. VIII. 101. while
in 1698 a testimony is signed by 54 a t Aberdeen and some more countrv members. A cent u r y later, there remain only 23 men and women in the Edinburgh and Kelso meetings
apart from a few in Aberdeen (J.F.H.S. I. 691
The few in Aberdeen in 1770 were in all seventeen out of a population of 11.196 "examinable
persons presumably those over about five
years of age. At Monkeggie or Keithhall
there were in 1791. 38 Quakers out of 838 persons in the parish, a t Inverurie 8, and a few
a t Old Meldrum (Stat. Acc. Scotland 1791-9).
The influence of the movement was confined
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to a very lew centres in Scotland. The only
thing of more than local fame was Barclay's
Apology, which became widely known. Even
Voltaire called it "as good as a book of its
kind could possibly be." (Cadbury, Life of
Barclay.)
The reasons for this decline take us into the
sphere of Church History and Theology, and
into the realm of opinion rather than t h a t of
Historic fact. Apart from the direction given,
to Quaker thought by Robert Barclay there
was simply no room in Scotland at t h a t date
for a sect outside the National Church. The
Church had been consolidated in its Presbyterianism and used its absolute authority to
excommunicate Quakerism. There was also
something in the Scottish character and mental
constitution which made it irresponsive to the
message of Quakerism. Scotland is not the
home of mystics; the Scottish mind rather prefers to be active in discussing the form and
garb which Truth should wear.
Possibly, too, the fact t h a t the new sect
originated in England was against it. The
things which disturbed Scotland at t h a t period
bad come from England. So when the Quakers
came North, their new and odd ways were a
piece of t h a t England which Scotland did not
want.
At any rate for one reason or another the
Quaker and the Scot did not draw to each
other. Both were earnest, in their religion;
both were fighters for freedom; both suffered
severely for the sake of conscience; but each
had his own raiment on the outside; and the
pity is t h a t each noticed only the oddity of the
other's garb and failed to recognise the man
within as a valiant fellow-seeker after Truth.
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The paper was highly appreciated, and at
the close Mr Torrance and Mr Anderson were
awarded the hearty t h i n k s of the meeting.

