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A meeting of the Club was held this
evening, Sheriff More in the chair. The
chief business was to hear a paper by Mr
Thomas Innes of Learney, H. M. Albany
Herald, on the Baillies of the Regality of
Strathisla. That was followed by some
little discussion and at the close a vote of
thanks to Mr Innes was warmly passed.
Mr Innes in his paper said—
THE REGALITY OF STRATHISLA.
I had by me a number of notes on the
Hereditary Baillies of the Regality of
Strathisla, an office whch became a source
of a kind of competition between Innes
of Pethnick and Lord Deskford, and accordingly it has seemed that the history
and descent of this Office might be one of
some interest to the Club. I am afraid
the lairds of Pethnick were hardly an
edifying example of hereditary jurisdiction, but that of course adds to "possibilities" from the lecture standpoint, and
will be some excuse for introducing you
to another branch of the Clan than those
on whom I last addressed you; though as
I formerly pointed out through marriages
of daughters, these county houses are included in the ancestry of many round
about Banff and Banffshire, as well as in
the Dominions, and my former account of
the Inneses of Crommey led to some interesting correspondence with a number of
people in the district.
I should like to say that I am much
impressed with the kind of material which
is being dealt with by the Club and its
lecturers—Dr Bulloch, on the Gordons and
Stewarts, Mr and Miss Tayler, on Ogil-
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vies and Duffs, and t h a t this material is
being dealt with not "sketchily" but in
such detail and with references, t h a t the
Transactions of the Club, whilst readable
and interesting, are yet of highly authoritative value.
This, I think, will ultimately prove
material for more " i m p o r t a n t " — i n the
general sense—developments, because we
are gradually collecting a succession of
picturesque narratives—with references to
actual sources—regarding
the
chiefs,
chieftains and lairds whose doings and
descendants are so closely interwoven with
the History of the County.
I n some ways Banffshire has suffered
badly in the historical sense as compared
with its neighbours, Moray and Aberdeenshire, just as the whole North-East is in
the shade as compared with the West
Coast,
whose history—although
more
scanty than ours, is " p u s h e d " for all i t is
worth. Now we have an equally vivid
history, equally sensational events, more
beautiful buildings, and our scenery is
nae sae bad, indeed the Bridge of Alvah,
the Deveron up by the Cabrach, S t r a t h avon, and the Spey valley are second to
none, whilst Banff is now perhaps the most
picturesque of our Scottish Northern
towns, and t h a t which in appearance most
strongly preserves the old characteristics
and quaintness of Scots burghs.
"What we require is to develop our
resources, and to p u t our history and
romance "on the (literary) m a p . " T h a t
can hardly be done direct from " o r i g i n a l
sources," but if these sources be gleaned,
and set in a sort of order, as this Club is
doing, then your Transactions become
material from which a really readable
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mass of material can be run off as when
and where required, whilst properlydocumented statements render your Transactions of interest and sought after not
only here, but in America, &c. This explains why I have been at pains to provide for your transactions more ample
MSS. than is conveniently deliverable
within 40 minutes or thereby, and why its
text is interpolated with "Notes" which
perhaps do not add to immediate readability, but open the key to further sources.
I t only next remains for someone with the
skill to weave into popular form, the
material which your club is providing,
whether for articles in the press, or those
innocent books by which the West is being
"boomed," and by degrees we shall recover
not only the old Scottish joy in the doings
of our forbears, but let the world realize
that Banffshire can vie in history, beauty,
and romance, with the "West, with Switzerland, France, or any of the other much
advertised parts of the world, which we
may confidently affirm are not in the least
more romantic or interesting than the
Nor.-East of Scotland.
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The Regality of Strathisla comprehended the
two parishes of Keith and Grange, in fact the
valley lying between the Knock Hill and the
Balloch, and was perhaps more accurately designated "The Regality of My Lord Abbot of
Kinloss in his Barony of Strathisla," of which
the "wuddy" stood, dread warning to all the
Strath, upon the Gallowshill a mile North from
the Kirk of Grange.
It was on 31 July 1195/6, that William the
Lion confirmed "to God and the Blessed Mary
and all the Saints, and the abbots and monks
of Kinloss," the whole lands of Strathisla,
though we are not told how he happened to
have the lands at his disposal. Presumably it
had belonged to some forfeited adherent of the
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Mormairs of Moray. In the hands of the
Church they remained for three and a half
centuries, until about 1559 Walter Reid, t h e
last Abbot of Kinloss, in his u r g e n t necessity
and being pressed by his creditors, was obliged
to feu off the great domain of Kinloss, for the
t r u t h as we now know, is that, whatever m a y
originally have been the wealth of abbots a n d
bishops; immediately prior to the Reformation,
the finances of the g r e a t monastic houses had
collapsed, owing to the dual attempts of the
Crown and Pope to extract more revenue from
them than was possible.
Amongst the great powers conferred upon
the Abbot of Kinloss, was a Jurisdiction of Regality throughout his whole lands in the
County of Moray and Banff. In mediaeval
'Scotland, legal jurisdiction was divided i n t o
two g r e a t spheres, known respectively as
"Royalty" and "Regality." In the Royalty,
justice was administrated by the sheriff as the
King's officer, and of course the courts or the
King's Royal bungh were, like baronies, within
the jurisdiction of the Royalty. When, however, a t r a c t of land was erected into a Regality, the Lord of Regality had exclusive
jurisdiction, even in the serious crimes which
were known as "The Four Pleas of the Crown,"
being equal to t h a t of the High Court of Justiciary as to every crime except Treason,
whilst he had a right to re-pledge all criminals from his jurisdiction from any other
competent court, even t h a t of the J u s t i c i a r y
itself. In practice, the Lord of Regality was
probably, from lack of legal training or business at Court or as a statesman, incapable of
conducting a court of law, and moreover in
any lawsuit in which he had a personal interest he could not act as judge in his own
cause. Therefore, just as a baron appointed a
"baron-baillie" to hold his court for him, so
the Lord of Regality appointed a "Baillie of
Regality," though often the office of Baillie
was a heritable appointment, in which case it
sometimes fell to be exercised by a BaillieDepute. Of the early Baillies of the Regality
of Strathisla, no records are extant, for the
Chartulary of the Abbey of Kinloss. as well
as the later Court Books of the Regality, are.
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so f a r , amissing, unless perhaps they may yet
be found amongst the charters, either of the
Bruces of Kinloss, the Brodies of Lethen, or
the muniments a t Cullen House. The first
baillie of whom we know, appears iu the 16th
century in the person of Thomas Innes of
Pethnick, a vassal of the Abbey, aud who first
by a letter of baillierie and subsequently by
charter, was created Heritable Baillie of the
Regality of Strathisla. He would seem to have
been Baillie of Strathisla under the sway of
the Abbot prior to the Reformation.
The origin of the house of Innes of Pethnick I have not yet definitely established,
though I suspect that its progenitor was
Thomas, sixth son of Sir James Innes of t h a t
ilk by his second wife Margaret Culane, who
is first mentioned in the entail of Muldavit,
1491. (Familie of Innes, p. 89.) Since Sir James's
marriage to Margaret Culane took place in
1473, aud Thomas was the youngest son, it is
probable that he was born between 1475 and
1480, and for some reason he is not mentioned
in the Aberchirder entail of 1487. (Ib., p. 84.)
He may however be the "Thomas Innes in
Balnacoull" who, along with William Innes of
Crommey (eldest son of Sir James's second
marriage), Robert Innes in Drainie, and
Berowald Innes in Halton, were witnesses to a
charter of Kilmalemnock. 30 March 1499. (Gt.
Seal, Vol. II., No. 2493.) It is chronologically
possible t h a t he was the father of a t least two
sous, viz.:—
1. James Innes, Baillie of the Bishopric of
Moray, and Constable of the Episcopal Castle
of Spynie, 5 November 1527, when this official
witnessed, along with "Alexander Innes his
brother german," a charter of Drumriach,
granted to Robert Innes of Innermarkie on
the resignation of Alexander Murray of Cobardy (Cobairdie, Registrum Moravionie, p.
300, No. 351). The Constable may thus have
been the father of "James Innes in Ettles,"
8 May 1571 (Ib. p. 401, No. 352), and who on
17 May 1574 acknowledged himself lawfully
warned by Thomas Innes of Ettles in an action of Eviction, wherein he alleged that
Thomas had granted him Ettles in heritage as
from Whitsunday 1575 (witness, Patrick Innes,
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son to the deceased James Innes of Drainie),
whilst on 22 May 1582 James Innes "of," or
"in." Ettles, was one of those who had t o find
caution not to intercommune with t h e Laird
of Innermarkie. (Justiciary Records.)
2. Alexander (witness to the foresaid Drumriach charter, 5 November 1527), who—since
Pethnick's eldest son was named T h o m a s may be the same Alexander who became
tenant of Ettles and Pethnick and founder of
the family which supplied the Hereditary
Baillies of the Regality of Strathisla.
This family, which in addition to Pethnick
in Strathisla, also held the lands of Ettles a n d
Covesea in Moray, were closely identified with
the Abbots of Kinloss, and in their earlier
period, with the Inneses of Drainie, and both
the House of Pethnick and Drainie, seem to
have maintained a close connection with the
Roman Catholic Church, Drainie with the
Bishoprick and Pethnick with the Abbey.
ALEXANDER INNES 1ST OF PAITHNICK
was already
tacksman
in
(or
tenant
of) Paithnick, 16 May 1545, when
as
" Alexander in P e t h n i c k " he
witnessed
a charter by the Bishop of Moray in
favour of James Innes of Little Drainie.
(Registrum Morav, p. 300, No. 348.) If so, h e
already had—as is chronologically possible—a
son old enough to be a witness (i.e. over fourteen), f o r on 3 May 1546 a "Thomas Innes of
Pethnick" witnessed a charter by Alexander
Innes of t h a t ilk, in favour of t h e laird's second son. James Innes, of the lands of Over
and Nether Monbeens—the actual witnesses
being Jacobo Innes de Drainie, Willelmo Innes
ejus f r a t r i germano, Thomas Innes de Pethnick. On 31 May 1546, Alexander Innes in
Pethnick and James Innes of Drainie, witnessed the Bishop of Moray's Confirmation of
Duldavock, to Alexander Rose of Holm.
(Reg. Mor., p. 402, No. 361; Laing, Charters,
No. 518.) He also occupied the lands of Ettles
and Covesea, which he held with his son on 18
May 1561, when the Bishop granted a fell charter of these lands to the said son, Thomas a n d
his wife (Reg. Morav., p. 404, No. 369), but Alexander was dead prior t o 20 F e b r u a r y 1566
(Privy Seal, Vol. 36. f. 55), a date consistent
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with his being born some time in the first c
second decade of the 16th century. Apparently
Alexander Innes of Pethnick married a lady
who was co-heiress of the lands of Mileggan in
Grange, and I think she was the second wife,
probably . Marion Boyd, relict of one Blackadder, and t h a t by his first marriage, with a
wife whose name is unknown, he had an only
son,
1. Thomas, of whom presently, as Laird of
Pethnick and Baillie of Strathisla.
By his second marriage—as I take it—with
the said Marion Boyd, possibly relict of
Jerome Blackadder, he had three sons.
2. Archibald, portioner of Mileggan (Great
Seal, Vol. IV., No. 2667), so designated 13 July
1569. He died prior t o 13 November 1593, when
Elspeth, apparently his sister, sued "Thomas
Innes of Pethnick, brother and heir of the deceased Archibald Innes, portioner of Mileggan, and of the deceased Thomas Innes, who
was brother to the said Archibald," for profits f u r t h of the Nether Mill of Mileggan (Acts
& Decreets, Vol. 144, f. 84). Archibald, therefore, seems to have left no issue.
3. Thomas, secundus (In the 15th and early
16th century two sons of the same Christian
name usually suggests issue of different marriages; in the late 16th and 17th century it
suggests one was illegitimate), in Jonetshiels.
of whose existence we only hear from the
foregoing litigation. He was, however, living
5 March 1579/80, as we learn from Alexander
Innes of Coxton becoming cautioner for him
in a litigation regarding Jonetshiels, from
which it appears t h a t he succeeded his brother
Walter in December 1577, and t h a t Walter had
been warned to flit in 1576. at the instance of
Jerome Blackadder, son of Marion Boyd, which
Blackadder came to be "the second person
nominat in the tak made to the said Marion,
of the lands of Jonetshiels." (Ib. Vol. 72, f.
418; Vol. 76, f. 212; and decreet in Vol. 79, f. 132.)
The terms of this suggest t h a t Marion Boyd
may have been the widow of Alexander Innes
of Pethnick, and t h a t Jerome Blackadder was
her son by a subsequent—or maybe previous—
marriage, and t h a t Archibald Innes. Thomas
Innes secundus, and Walter Innes, were her
issue by Alexander of Pethnick.
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4. Walter. portioner of Mileggan (Great Seal
vol. IV., No. 2689), who was the "brother t o
the laird of Pethnick" who was murdered a t
the Mercat Cross of Edinburgh in 1577, by
Alexander Innes 16th of t h a t ilk, who either
stabbed him with a dagger or pistolled him
(Familie of Innes, 24). an action which ultimately led to the Laird of Innes losing his
head. Walter was not killed on the spot
(lb. 132), and on 23 December there was still
hope of his recovery, but by 20 J a n u a r y lie
had succumbed and his chief had been executed for the "felony and cruel s l a u c h t e r . "
(Privy Seal, Vol. 35, "f. 31.) I t is not known
whether Walter left issue or not.
1. Elspeth, who married 1st. John Lobban in
Nethermill of Mileggin; 2nd, Magnus Irvine in
Scotstown, and who on 13 November 1593, raised
a n action against the Laird of Pethnick f o r
profits of the Nethermill of Mileggin. (Acts &
Decs., Vol. 144, f. 84.) She also, as Elspeth
Innes, sister to James Innes of Pethnick,
raised an action against John Abercromby in
Keith, and John Wilson, portioner of Portrie,
in regard to a Disposition made by the deceased Bessie Cristison, mother of the deceased
David Bruce in Craigmills in September 1585,
a n d of which she had a Notarial I n s t r u m e n t
under the hand of Sir William Cristison, Notary, and the keeping of which had been entrusted to Wilson by Abercromby, and she
alleged t h a t one or other of these had since
destroyed it. (Ib., Vol. 113.)
2. Katherine, evidently the lady who was
married to John Wilson in Fortrie (who was
consequently Elspeth's brother-in-law). They
had a charter of four oxgates of Fortrie, 13
J u l y 1569, confirmed 22 March 1576, to which
Archibald Innes of Mileggin was a witness.
(Great Seal, Vol. IV., No. 2667.)
THOMAS INNES 2ND OF
PETHNICK,
BAILLIE OF THE REGALITY OF KINLOSS
IN STRATHISLA.—The first evidence of
this Laird
is on 3 May 1546, when
he witnessed the Manbeens charter, along with
James Innes of Drainie and William Innes t h e
Laird of Drainie's brother-german. (Innes
Charter Chest, B—4—3.) The following were
witnesses to another charter of the lands of
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Manbeens, 10 November 1566:—William Innes of
Frosterseat,Alexander Innes of Catbolls and
Plaidds, John Innes son of the deceased James
InnesofDrainie, Thomas Innes in Pethnick,
Robert Innes also son of the deceased James
Innes of Drainie, William Sutherland son of
the deceased William Sutherland of Duffus.
(Familie of Innes, 117.) On 1 September 1559,
as "Thomas Innes in Ettles," he received as a
mark of gratitude on account of his services
in assisting the Abbey against its creditors,
a n d for a payment of 500 merks, a Charter
from Walter, Abbot of Kinloss, of the lands of
Pethnick in Grange. (Great Seal, lib. 34, No.
522, print, Vol. IV., No. 2644.) On 12 May 1560.
James Innes of Drainie became security to
Patrick Bishop of Moray in 300 merks, of a
sum of 500 merks due by Thomas Innes of
Pethnick, for the heritable sett of the lands
of Ettles and fishing of Covesea, under the
attestation of Walter Ramsay, Notary. "Sic
Subscribitur.—James Innes of Drainy wt my
hand, Thomas Innes of Pethnik wt. my hand."
(Deeds, IV., f. 246.) On 18 May 1561, followed
t h e Bishop's charter of "Ettles and the fishing
called Covesea-," which is described as "presently occupied by Thomas Innes of Pethnick
and Alexander Innes his father," and the destination being to Thomas and Elspeth Norie
his spouse. (Reg. Morav., p. 404, No. 369.) On
19 May 1561, followed the Instrument of Sasine
in which Alexander Sutherland of Duffus was
the Baillie, and the witnesses James Innes of
Drainie, Katherine Gordon his spouse, George
Innes, Alexander Wiseman dwelling in Kineddar, Thomas Innes son of the deceased Robert Innes, John Hay, and Alexander Kenyie
in Duffus. (Ib., 404, No. 370.) His marriage to
Elspeth Norie had taken place prior to 1
March 1557, when she is described as "portioner of Finnersie," and "spouse of Thomas
Innes," in a charter of the lands of Finnersie
t o Robert Forbes of Echt. (Great Seal, IV.. No.
1296.) On 30 July 1565, Thomas Innes of Pethnick is one of the cautioners that James Innes
of Toux shall pay £1000 to David Tyrie of
Drumkilbo. (Deeds, VII., f. 200.) On 20 Februa r y 1566, there is a Crown Confirmation of the
Bishop of Moray's charter to Thomas Innes of
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Pethnick and Elspeth Norie his spouse and t h e
heirs procreate between them, whom failing,
to the "heirs male of the said Thomas b e a r i n g
the name and arms of Innes" of the lands a n d
port of Covesea, as occupied by the said
Thomas and his father, the deceased Alexander
Innes. (Privy Seal, Vol. 36, f. 55.) From t h i s
Confirmation, it appears t h a t the f a t h e r h a d
died between 1561 and 1566. On 30 April 1567,
Thomas Innes son of the deceased Alexander
Innes in Pethnick, as Procurator for J o h n
Dawson, resigns Hempriggs to the Abbot of
Kinloss. (Great Seal. IV.. No. 2223.) On 17 May
1574, Thomas Innes of Pethnick was t a k i n g
steps to remove a certain J a m e s Innes f r o m
the lands of Ettles, which James alleged h a d
been granted to him in heritage, as f r o m
Whitsunday 1575. On 5 J u l y 1574, the Abbot of
Kinloss sued Thomas Innes of Pethnick f o r repayment of 400 merks. which he had borrowed
16 April 1569. (Acts & Decs., Vol. 53, f. 531.)
Thomas and his brothers seem all t o have held
official status under the Abbots, and when o n
the eve of the Reformation, the Abbey found
itself in financial straits, it was Thomas Innes
of Pethnick and his brothers who conducted
much of the business connected with t h e
break-up and feuing of the Abbey estates—
whereof the Inneses themselves duly acquired
substantial portions, as factors often d o on
these occasions. Prior to 1570 Thomas Innes of
Pethnick had been appointed Baillie of t h e
Regality of Kinloss, and on 3 May 1575 Lord
Saltoun alleged t h a t five years ago, the Abbot
of Kinloss had granted him a letter t o t h e
effect t h a t Thomas Innes of Pethnick, in exercising his Letters of Bailliarie, should have n o
jurisdiction over Lord Saltoun's t e n a n t s i n
Strathisla, who were to be exempt f r o m t h e
Baillie's courts. (Ib., Vol. 57, f. 457.) Following
upon this, on 19 November 1575, the Abbot of
Kinloss charged Thomas Innes of Pethnick
with abusing t h e Letters of Bailliarie a n d oppressing the tenants of Strathisla under colour of the same. (Ib., Vol. 60, f. 230.) In another action, however, heard on 26 November
1575, the tenants of the Abbacy of Kinloss,.
having sued the Abbot and Thomas Innes of
Pethnick his Baillie of Strathisla, were de-
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cerned to obey the Baillie. (Ib., Vol. 60, f. 248.)
On 14 February 1575/6, Lord Saltoun, William
Abernethy of Birness his brother, and Alexander Abernethy of Barry, having disputes
with Thomas Innes of Pethnick and John
Innes of Edingight, were ordained in a Decree
Arbitral between James Innes of Toux (grandson of Walter Innes 1st of Innermarkie), and
Lord Saltoun, to have the same adjusted as
part of the general settlement arising out of
the slaughter of Walter Innes, younger of
Toux. (Ib., Vol. 60, f. 437.) It would seem, however, from other evidence, t h a t these disputes
were in addition to those between the Abbot
and his Baillie, and the tenants of Kinloss.
On 19 December 1577, George, Master of Saltoun, Walter Fordyce in Corskellie, Alexander
Fordyce his brother, Robert Fordyce in
Knightsmilne, James Cockburne in Clerkseat,
and Walter Thomson in Auldpethnik, were
dilated as a r t and p a r t in the treasonable
burning, in August last, of ane house within
the town of Pethnik, pertaining to Thomas
Innes of Pethnik, and on 21 December the complaint was remitted to a jury. (Justiciary
Records.) From the letter of 28 December
1577, after the f a t a l attack upon his brother,
Walter, it is seen t h a t Thomas Innes of Pethnik was on excellent terms with "the Richt
Honourable the Laird of Crommey," and that
both of them had litigation with their kinsmen the Laird of Innes. (Familie of Innes, 132.)
On 26 May 1579, Thomas Innes of Pethnik became cautioner t h a t James Phin in Cuparhill
would underlie the law for a r t and part in
the slaughter of Mr James Brown a t Pitlurg.
(Justiciary Records.) On 15 February 1579/80,
Thomas Innes of Pethnik was one of the
"Innes clan" summoned to appear before the
Council on 15 April in connection with the
clan feud between the Inneses and Dunbars.
(Privy Council, Vol. III., p. 267.) About 1580,
Thomas Innes of Pethnick was obliged to contract a wadset, but the Register is so damaged
t h a t the grantee's name is unascertainable.
The witnesses were Alexander Urquhart of
Meldrum, and John Ogilvie of Milton. (Deeds.
XX., f. 360.) On 18 December 1580, there was a
litigation by Alexander Abernethy of Auchincloich against Walter, Abbot of Kinloss, and
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Thomas Innes ot Pethnik, regarding a Decree
Arbitral by the Abbot regarding t h e occupation of Pethnick. I t a p p e a r s t h a t Alexander
Abernethy of Barry was f e u a r of the Bog of
Pethnick. (Ib. XXI., f. 114.) On 17 April 1581,
John Lobban in Nether Mill of S t r a t h i s l a
called the Mill of Mileggan, William Pirie, a n d
J a m e s Gibb, sued J o h n Watt, P a t r i c k Longmuir, William Cowie, J o h n Watson, J o h n
Christie, Thomas Innes of Pethnik, Alexander
Innes his son, and J a m e s Innes of Auchinhowes, f o r spulzie and for having came "bodin
in feir of war with jacks, spears, h a g b u t s ,
pistolets, and uthers wappens, and h a v i n g invaded the Barnyards of Mileggan on 23 October last." (Acts & Decs., 55, f. 54.) On 20 December 1582, the Dean of Moray sued J o h n
Innes sometime of Redhall, now in Elgin, a n d
Thomas Innes of Pethnik. for invasion of t h e
Dean's dwelling-place of Burgie, bodin in feir
of war, during November 1577. (Ib., 93, f. 59.)
On 13 November 1593, Thomas Innes of P e t h n i c k
was sued by his sister Elizabeth, relict of
J o h n Lobban in Nether Mill, and now spouse
of Magnus Irvine in Scotstown, as heir to h i s
deceased brothers, Archibald and Thomas, in
regard to the profits of the Nether Mill of
Mileggan. (Ib., Vol. 144, f. 84.) On 30 November 1589, Thomas Innes of Petlmiek witnesses a
bond of m a n r e n t by Alexander Ogilvie of
Boyne to the Laird of Findlater. (14th Report
of the Historical MSS. Commission, app. iii.)
On 4 February 1602, Thomas Innes of Pethnick
had a charter of the Clerkhouses of Keith,
"as the same had been occupied by Thomas
himself, and his brothers Archibald a n d Walter, and their predecessors, beyond the memory of man," all on resignation of Alexander,
Lord Spynie. (Privy Seal, lib. 43, No. 72.)
Escheat of another Walter Innes of Clerkseat,
not the brother who was slain in 1577, was
granted in 1562 to t h a t Walter's widow.
Christian Duff and his children. He h a d been
killed with the Earl of Huntly a t Corrichie.
(Lord High Treasurer's Accounts, p. 142.) The
relationship of this Walter to the house of
Pethnick has not been ascertained. On 8
J a n u a r y 1605, Thomas Innes of Pethnik consented to a matrimonial charter by his son
Alexander, who in this deed is also designed
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"of Pethnik," so it appears t h a t a resignation
in favour of his heir had taken place, and
Thomas is not afterwards traced, so he presumably died soon after. He married Elspeth
Norie, eldest daughter and co-heiress of John
Norie of Fynnersie, and his wife Elizabeth
Wiseman. Her sister, Beatrix, married John
Duff, and Elizabeth had George Ogilvie as her
curator on 1 March 1557, when the three sisters
sold Fynnersie with consent of their mother,
to Robert Forbes of Echt. (Great Seal, III.,
No. 1296.) By the said Elizabeth Norie, portioner of Finnersie, he had issue,
1. Alexander, of whom presently,
2. James, in Auchinhowes, 1577 (Great Seal,
IV., 2731), and who as James Innes in Auchinhieff, was Procurator for Elizabeth Innes,
daughter of Alexander Innes of Myrietown,
when on 23 December 1506, she had a charter
from her spouse. (Banff Sas., III., f. 178.) He
is nowhere referred to as a son of Pethnik's,
but the affiliation seems probable. He may
have removed to Parrockburn where a James
Innes was 13 September 1618 (Moray Sas. I., 35).
1. Elizabeth, who had "ane p a r t of Garrowood," and who as relict of the deceased William Shearer in Garrowood, by a precept dated
a t Garrowood 24 November 1638, and directed
to William Indies in Nether Mill of Strathisla
as Baillie, transferred her interest in Garrowood to Thomas Innes 4th of Pethnik, presumably her nephew. The witnesses were Walter
Innes appeiraned of Pethnik, George Livingston, portioner of Mileggan, George Adamson
of Braco, and James Wilson in Nether Mill.
(Banff Sas., IV., f. 307.) There is no direct
evidence of her paternity, but unless she was
the same as the widow of John Cheyne, she
was presumably a daughter of the 2nd Laird
of Pethnik.
ALEXANDER INNES 3rd OF PETHNICK.
usually
styled
of
Myrietown.
On 28
August
1581, the
Crown
confirmed
a
charter by Walter, Abbot of Kinloss,
of
Jonetschiells,
to
Alexander
Innes
appeirand of Pethnik. (Privy Seal, Vol. 48,
f. 141.) On 1 July 1584, Alexander Innes, eldest
son of Thomas Innes of Pethnik, and Jonet
Leith his spouse, and the heirs of their marriage, whom failing, the heirs of the body of
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Alexander, whom failing, the heirs whomsoever of Thomas Innes of Pethnik, had a charter of the eight oxgang lands of Myrietown of
Echries. (Ib., Vol. 51, f. 2.) After this he is
usually designated "of Myrietown." On 11
J u l y 1601, under t h a t designation, he is bailiie
in a precept executed by George Adamson of
Braco. (Banff Sas., 1., f. 55.) On 16 May 1602,
there was registered a contract dated 24 Apr-.'
1602, between Robert Forbes heir served, and
retoured to the deceased James Forbes of
Jonetschiells, his father, and Robert Forbes
or Mailross, from whom the g r a n t e r acknowledged receipt of an assignation to a claim of
250 merks, under a contract between Robert
Forbes younger of Jonetschiells and Alexander
Innes, eldest son and appeirand heir of
Thomas Innes of Pethnik, dated a t Banff 27
March 1602. James Forbes of Tillygonie a n d
Robert Forbes in Mailross as cautioners.
Alexander Innes bound himself in this contract, to infeft Robert Forbes in the lands or
Jonetschiells, and to w a r r a n t them from t h e
f a c t and deeds of Thomas, Alexander (Archibald?), and Walter Inneses of Mileggan, brothers to t h e said Thomas Innes of Pethnik.
(Ib., I., f. 98.) On 22 May 1602, Robert Forbes
in Mailross had sasine of Jonetschiells aud
Knowescraik in Strathisla, on a c h a r t e r from
Alexander Innes son and appeirand heir of
Thomas Innes of Pethnik, the precept being
directed to Alexander Thomson of Flooers,
being sealed with the Laird's seal of a r m s a t
the Nether Mill of Strathisla, 1 May 1602, the
witnesses including Mr George Chalmers,
macet of the Sheriffdom of Banff, a n d being
subscribed by both Alexander Innes, appeirand of Pethnick, and Thomas Innes of Pethnik.
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(Ib., I., f. 100.) On 8 J a n u a r y 1605, Alexander
Innes of Pethnick, with consent of Thomas
Innes of Pethnick his father, g r a n t e d a c h a r t e r
of Mileggan to Isobel Dunbar, spouse of J a m e s
Gordon of Bogardie. (lb., II., f. 174.) On 16
August 1614, Alexander Innes of Pethnick witnessed an Indenture of Marches between Walter Ogilvie of Milton and Alexander Gordon of
Birkenburn. (House of Gordon, I., 290.) On 13
September 1618, Alexander Innes of Pethnik
disponed his lands of Ettils to Lord Deskford,
the precept being directed to James Innes of
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Parrockburn and sealed with Pethnik's seal of
arms. (Moray Sas., I., f. 35.) He evidently
transferred Pethnik to his son prior to 1619.
(Banff Sas., I., f. 126.) On 3 June 1628, as Alexander Innes of Echries, with consent of Thomas
Innes of Pethnik his son, and Jonet Gordon
spouse to the said Thomas, he granted another
charter of Mileggan to Patrick Murray, son of
the late William Murray of Lettauch—(This is
in Innermarkie, and presumably Barbara
Murray, t h e mistress of the wicked Laird of
Innermarkie belonged to this family)—and
Isobel Dunbar his mother, the precept being
sealed by Alexander and Thomas a t Echries
and Pethnik respectively, on 20 April 1828, before Patrick Wilson of Fortrie and Walter
Thome, witnesses. (Ib. II., f. 455.)
Alexander Innes of Pethnik died in August
1630, as appears from his grandson's Retour.
(Banff Retours, H—142.) He appointed his last
wife, Violet Henderson, executrix testamentar,
and the following were summoned on 29 March
1634, in connection with the Executry Accounts:
—Thomas Innes of Pethnick, Grizel Innes his
sister, John Ogilvie in Over Blairock, and John
Gordon of Avochie. The movable goods of the
deceased amounted to £427, and the following
payments had been made by the executrix:—
(Acts & Decs. Commissariot of Moray, Vol. I.)
To Alexander Abercromby of Birkenbog
£43 6 8
Thomas Abercromby of Skeith,
being balance of 200 merks due
as tocher of Grizel Innes
100 merks
Thomas Innes of Pethnick, 3 Febr u a r y 1634
£16 6 8
John Gordon of Avochie, 19 August 1633
£200 0 0
William Simpson's fee
40 merks
Jonet Smart's fee
£4 0 0
Funeral Expenses
40 merks
"Soul silver," and Clerk's fee for
confirming testament
£10 0 0
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Total (including several other
entries
£399 12 8
Balance
27 7 4
£427 0 0
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He married 1st, prior to 1 J u l y 1584, J o n e t
Leith (Privy Seal, Vol. 51, f. 2), and 2ndly, J a n e ,
daughter of Alexander Skene of Skene (Memorials of the Family of Skene of Skene, New Spalding Club, p. 34), and 3rdly, Violet Henderson
who a f t e r his death married as her second
husband the Rev. William Sanders. (Sandersfirst wife was Christian Gregor.) (Acts & Decs.
Commissariot of Moray, I., 28 August, 1632.)
She was the Laird of Pethnick's executrix, a n d
after his death she and her new husband, t h e
Minister of Bellie, on 4 J a n u a r y 1632, sued h e r
stepson, Thomas Innes of Pethnick. for recovery of a gold ring with a pointed diamond
in it, worth £40, and 60 pieces of silver, w o r t h
4/- each, received by Thomas f r o m M a r g a r e t
Reith her servitor last Whitsunday, and whilst
the Pursuers averred they had been lent, her
stepson being placed on his oath of verity,
swore t h a t she gave them in gift. On the same
day, Violet craved to be relieved a t the h a n d s
of John Ogilvie at Overblairoch as his
assignee, and all debts for which Alexander
Innes of Pethnick was responsible as executor
of the said James Ogilvie in Ardneidly.
Thomas Innes of Pethnick, however, denied
liability. (Acts & Decs, of the Commissariot of
Moray, Vol. I.) On 19 June, 1632, Violet Henderson as relict and executrix of the deceased
Alexander Innes of Pethnick, sued J o h n Gordon of Avochie for £300. promised to the l a t e
Alexander Innes of Pethnick, on the m a r r i a g e
of the said Avochie's daughter. Margaret Gordon, with Thomas Innes now of Pethnick.
Avochie, however, successfully denied the liability. (Ib.) On 1 March 1633, she was decerned
to pay Walter Ogilvie of Redhythe some
victual due by her and t h e Laird of Pethnick
for crop 1628/9 (Ib.) and on 7 December 1633. she
had to pay £45 due by her late husband to
Alexander Abercromby of Birkenbog. On 21
July 1635, Violet Henderson, relict of Alexander
Innes of Pethnick, and spouse of William Sandors, Minister of Bellie, was involved in an
action of scandal before the Commissary of
Moray, and her complaint averred:—
21 July 1635,—Violet Henderson v. Steuart.—
"That quhair she hes levit in the tyme of
baythe her seidis husbandis as ane honest
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gentelwoman of her r a n k and place, obedient
to God and his Majestie leving unspottit,
sklanderit or delaiuit, quhill laitlie in the
monethe of Mai last bypast in this instant
year of God, Andrew Stewart sone lawful to
William Stewart at Boit of Spey, of ane
malicious mynd animus injurandi oppenlie
and publicklie sklanderit and defamit the
said Violet Henderson be saying that the
said Violet Henderson wes but ane wylie
hure in her first husband's tyme . • • and
t h a t her husband wald have put her away git
ane friend had not said hie sould tak ordour
with her, quliilk bordis with manie mair
odourous spiches not woorthie to be reported,
the said Andrew outrageouslie spak upon the
town and landis of Tynet lyand within the
parochin of Bellie and diocese of Moray in
presence of divers famour witnesses, to the
great grief and offence of the said Violet
Henderson and her said spouse for his interest and thairfore nocht onlie sould the
said Andrew Stewart be decernit to compear
within the said Kirk of Bellie (within which
parochin the said injurious words wes
spoken) upon ane Sunday before noon in
tyme of devyne service, a t leist after ending
of the preitching and before the blissing, in
presence of the Parochiners convienit for the
tyme, clad in sackelothe, bair heidit and
bairfittit, and thair pit down upon his kneis
befor the pulpit and in presence of God and
the congregation tak his tung in his hand
a n d say:—"False tung, thow liest," and
therefter ask the Lord's, the said congregation's, and the said complainer's forgiveness
for his heich offence and sklander, but also
suld be decerned to pay and delyver to
thame the sum of three hundreth merks."
The Commissary found the libel sufficiently
proven and decerns t h a t Stewart is to "sit
before the pulpit upon ane steil the tyme of
the preitching and when he is callit upon by
the minister quho sall happen to preitche for
the tyme, to acknowledge his offence to the
parteis upon his kneis and to seik pardone of
God and the parteie and to pay ane hundred merks." (Acts & Decs. Commissariot of
Moray, Vol. I.)
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The procedure is interesting, b u t it seems difficult to see how the culprit could confess distinctly whilst having to "tak his t u n g in his
hand."
Alexander Innes of Pethnick left, either by
his first wife Jonet Leith, or his second wife
Jane Skene, the following issue,
1. Thomas, of whom presently.
1. Bessie, who married Alexander Adamson,
eon of George Adamson of Braco, and who as
daughter of Alexander Innes of Myrietown,
had a liferent charter 4 J u l y 1601, from the
said Alexander Adamson. (Banff Sas., I., f. 55.)
On 24 July 1501, she had another c h a r t e r of
Craglache in Strathisla, from Alexander
Adamson, fiar of Braco, directed to John.
Ogilvie of Milton as baillie, and dated 18 J u l y
1601. The witnesses are, Gilbert Ogilvie in Ardrone, Alexander Ogilvie, lawful son to J o h n
Ogilvie of Milton, J o h n Wilson in Fortrie, a n d
George Neil in Fynnersie, whilst the Procurator for Bessie Innes was Patrick Wilson in
Hew Crannoch. (Ib. I., 55.)
2. Elizabeth, who married John Cheyne of
Nether Kinminity, from whom she had settlements on 24 J u l y 1601, and 23 December 1606, in
which she is described as daughter of Alexander Innes of Myrietown. (Ib. I., f. 13; III.,
f. 178 )
3. Janet, married David Wilson in Boglochie,
is probably a daughter of this Laird of Pethnik. On 10 September 1601, J a n e t and her husband, and Mr Thomas Wilston their son, had:
a charter of four oxgates of the Outseat of
Fortrie, on a charter from Alexander Gordon,
in Oxhill and Beatrix Hay his spouse, with
consent of Elizabeth Gordon, Alexander's mother. (Banff Sas., I., f. 66.)
4. Grizel, who married Thomas Abercromby
of Skeith, with a tocher of 200 merks, u n p a i d
a t her father's death, as appears f r o m his
executry accounts, above-mentioned.
THOMAS INNES 4TH OF
PETHNICK,
was infeft in
the lands of
Pethnik
during
the
lifetime
of
his
father,
and on 1 July 1618, Thomas Innes of
Pethnik, with consent of Alexander Innes, his
father, executed a precept f o r infefting Andrew Macpherson of Cluny in Bogloch, Haughs
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of Grange, Muiryfold, Clerkseat, and Garrowood Witnesses at Grange, Robert Innes of
Balvenie, and James Innes, his brother(Banff Sas. I. f.40.) On 22 May 1619, Thomas
Innes of Pethnik and George Adamson appeirance of Braco, witnesses to a. Renunciation by
John Cheyne in Nether Kimninity, and Elspeth
Innes his spouse, of a wadset of Nether Kinminity granted by the deceased John, Lord
Saltoun, with consent of Margaret Stewart
his wife, in favour of John and William Gardons. (Ib. I. f.126.) On 3 January 1620, Thomas
Innes of Pethnik granted a charter of Pethnik
to Jonet Gordon his spouse, witnessed by John
Pittendreich of that ilk, James Pittendreich
his brother, and John Gordon of Auchanachie.
and John Gordon in Drumdelgie. (lb. II. f.62.)
On. 6 March 1623, the Lord Advocate and the
l a i r d of Innes complained to the Privy Council that Thomas Innes of Pethnik, "the unkind and unnatural kinsman of Robert Innes
of that ilk, has committed a number of follies
and insolences against the Laird of Innes, of
which he has hitherto taken no notice. The
Laird obtained a private submission, but Pethnik has not abided by that agreement. On
4 October last, a t Aultmoir, Pethnik waylaid
the Laird of Innes's servant, Robert Kinnaird,.
as he was riding to Moray, and along with
certain accomplices, set upon him, ordered him
to surrender and hold his life a t their mercy.
Kinnaird fled, hotly pursued on horseback by
the Laird of Pethnik, Alexander Leslie of.
Windyhills, and others, who followed him with
bended pistolets, threatening him with death
if he did not surrender. Having at last got
within a sword-length of Kinnaird, Pethnik
shot his pistol a t his body, but missed, whereupon Pethnik in great rage and fury drew his
sword and followed him very eagerly. Kinnaird
only escaped through the speed of his horse."
(Privy Council, XIII. p.183.) On 3 June preceding, Pethnik had made an attack upon the
Laird of Innes himself, a t Elgin, and having
sent spy who "curiously tryit what time
the said Robert was to remove of the town,"
the Laird of Pethnik with George and James
Gordon, sons of John Gordon of Auchanachie,
and one, King, son-in-law of the said John
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Gordon, and John Tulloch, Pethnik's servitor.
each with a pair of pistols besides other armour, went to a narrow vennel by which, t h e
Laird of Innes was to go out of the town.
There they set upon hiin unawares, with drawn
swords and bended pistols in their hands, and
with a sword they gave Thomas Innes, servant
to the said Robert, a most cruel and deadly
wound athwart his whole back, so t h a t there
is no appearance of life for him, and every one
of them bended pistols to the said Laird of
Innes his breast, to have shot him therewith
and this they would have done, had he n o t
dang the pistolets out of their hands, of the
whilk pistolets he a t the time took four from
them." The Laird of Innes compeired personally, whilst the Laird of Pethnik sent
Roger Mowat to excuse his absence on account
of sickness, but the Lords found Pethnik and
his accomplices guilty, and ordered them t o be
charged to enter the Tolbooth of Edinburgh
within fifteen days. 'Records of Elgin, I. 242.)
On 26 J u n e 1623, the Lord Advocate f u r t h e r
complained t h a t Thomas Innes of Pethnik and
his accomplices "had been wearing hagbuts
sence 1617, contrary to the law." (Privy Council, XIII. p.222.) By 4 October 1626, the Lairds
of Innes and Pethnik appear to have made u p
their quarrel, for the Laird of Pethnik was on
the j u r y which retoured Robert Innes of t h a t
ilk heir of Tailzie to Walter Innes of Auchintoul. (Banff Retours, No. 50. Vol. IX. f.255.)
On 26 J u n e 1627, Thomas Innes of Pethnik sold
Mileggan and part of Garrowood to Isobel
Dunbar, spouse to the deceased William Murray, and to William Murray her son, the deed
being signed and sealed with Pethnik's seal of
arms a t Grange, and witnessed by George Abercromby. (Banff Sas. II. f.384.) On J u n e 3
1628, Patrick Murray, son of the late William
Murray of Lettauch, and Isobel Dunbar his
mother, had a second charter of Mileggan f r o m
Alexander Innes of Echries, with consent of
Jonet Gordon, spouse to Thomas Innes of Pethnik his son. (Ib. II. f.445.) On 30 October 1630,
Thomas Innes of Pethnik was owing money to
John Chalmers. (Book of Annualrenters and
Wadsetters.) In 1632, he was engaged in litigation with his stepmother as already men-

b

88

89

Ba

nf
fs

hi
re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

Unruly behaviour such as t h a t of the laird of
Pethnick, culminating in a term of imprisonment a t Edinburgh, was neither consistent
with a judicial Office, such as Baillie of the
Regality, nor to maintaining it, and as we
shall see laid his title open t o attack. I t
became t h e subject of a competing claim at
the instance of Lord Deskford, who on 1641
had a charter by progress from a g r a n t by
the Abbot of the lands of Clochmacriech, alias
Ladyland, t o which it was alleged were annexed the office of Heritable Baillie Principal
of the Regality of Strathisla. (Great Seal, Vol.
IX. No. 1019.) From this it would seem he
maintained t h a t Pethnick's infeftment and
Letters of Bailliary, were as Baillie-Depute.
[At a later stage, however, the house of Deskford claimed t o be Lords of the Regality—and
acted as such—though they avoided preferring
t h a t claim before t h e Crown, and from t h e
Pethnick titles it would look as if the Abbot
had made concurrent grants of the Office of
Bailliary or omitted t o disannex the Office
from the lands of Clochmacriech a t the time
he conferred it on Innes of Pethnick.] At
anyrate about the time of Lord Deskford's
claim we find a complainer significantly sueing; Pethnick as "Bailie-Depute, in proceedings
regarding a "Rolement of Court" concerning
his administration a t "Summer Eve's F a i r " at
Keith, 9 September 1634 (Privy Council V., 533),
and another appeal in which the allegations, if t r u e (as they n o doubt were!) were
not edifying:—

b

tioned. Notwithstanding his riotous conduct
we find he was made a J.P. for Banffshire in
1634. (Privy Council, V., 387.)

On 16 J a n u a r y 1634, Complaint by one Talbert
in Poofauld and Agnes Forsyth his wife, t h a t
Thomas Innes of Pethnick, Baillie-Depute, had
unjustly convicted them of murdering David
George, whilst their case was pending before
t h e Sheriff of Banff, and t h a t the Baillie Depute had convicted them; First because they
were owing him £400, and he could not get
payment so he had prosecuted and convicted
them in order to obtain their escheat; Second,
t h a t the Baillie-Depute was no judge in mur-
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der as the unlaw was not recent, being
twenty days past instead of within the requisite twenty-four hours; Third, the principal thief had not yet been caught and convicted. The Complainer averred t h a t he was
over seventy-five years old, and t h a t the
Baillie-Depute was t o "rack him and his poor
family now in his aged and latter days."
(Privy Council, V. 183.) On 23 J u n e 1635, Thomas
Innes of Pethnick, with consent of J a n e t Gordon his spouse, by a deed executed a t Garmoch 28 April 1635, wadset Auld Pethnick to
Andrew Geddes of Essil.
Witnesses—James
Gordon in Anchinhalrig, 'William Fordyce in
Ordeineis, John Gordon, servitor to David
Dunbar in Garmoch. (Banff Sas. IV. 1.84.) On
15 May 1638, Thomas Innes of Pethnick had a
clare constat of Ettles and Covesea, as heir to
Alexander Innes of Pethnick his father, t h e
precept being directed to Lachlan Innes in
Overalehouse. (Moray Sas. IV. f.170.) He had
evidently been possessing on apparency, : and
the clare constat was in order to make u p
his titles, preparatory to the charter of Resignation 18 September 1638, by which lie
alienated the lands of Ettils to Sir Robert Gordon of t h a t Ilk, (i.e. Gordonstown). (Great
Seal, Vol. IX., No. 874.) It would seem he
invested p a r t of the purchase price in four oxgates of Boig, alias Rauchcuitt in Strathisla,
of which he had sasine 28 November 1638, on a
Disposition from John Christie son and apparent heir of the deceased Andrew Christie of
Boig, with consent of Agnes Duff his mother,
now spouse to Robert Christie of Balnamein.
(Banff Sas. IV., f. 298.) he f u r t h e r recovered,
on 28 November 1638, Garrowood in Strathisla,
from the wadsetter Andrew Henderson. (Ib.
f.299.) On 23 J a n u a r y 1639, he redeemed another part of Garrowood from Elspeth Innes,
relict of William Shearer in Garrowood, whose
precept, dated a t Garrowood 24 November 1638,
was directed to William Innes in Nether Mill
of Strathisla, and witnessed by Walter I n n e s
appeirand of Pethnick, George Livingstone portioner of Millegan, George Thomson of Braco,
and James Wilson in Nether Mill. (Ib. f.307.)
This Elspeth Innes seems to have been the
Laird of Pethnick's aunt. On 15 and 28 August
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1639, the disposal of t h e Morayshire lands of
Ettles was finally settled by a renunciation
from the Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly,
narrating t h a t Alexander Innes of Pethnick
with consent of Thomas Innes now of Pethnick
his son, and both with consent of John Gordon
of Achanachie and Alexander Adamson of
Blairinch (Braco), as cautioners on the one
part, and George Gordon then in Corriedown
and now in Auchinroath, and Marjory Innes
his spouse, on the other part, made a contract
wherein Pethnick bound himself to infeft
Corrydown and Marjory Innes in Ettles under
a reversion of 4000 merks, dated 2 April 1623.
On 31 May 1623, the spouses disponed their
right in the lands to the Marquis of Huntly,
aud Thomas Innes now of Pethnick having repaid the 4000 merks to the Marquis, had contracted with consent of Jonet Gordon his
spouse, to sell Ettles to Sir Robert Gordon of
t h a t ilk, Knight Baronet, Vice Chamberlain of
Scotland, and obtained the Marquis's discharge
to the wadset. Witnesses, John Innes, son
lawful to the late James Innes of Drainie.
(General Register of Sasines, Vol. 49, f.54.) On
I September 1640, Thomas Innes of Pethnick,
"with consent of Jonet Gordon his spouse and
Walter Innes filio legitimo primogenito et apparenti heredes, disponed Echries called Myrietown to George Shearer in Burnend and Catherine Anderson his spouse. Witnesses, Alexander Stewart of Tannachie, Robert Gordon of
Mayne, Alexander and Adam, sons of George
Shearer, Alexander Stewart in Echrie, and
Alexander Anderson in Boig. (Banff Sas. V.. f.2.)
Thomas Innes of Pethnick was dead prior to
22 June 1650, when Robert Gordon of Auchinhalrig granted a bond for 2000 merks to Janet
Gordon relict of Thomas Innes of Pethnick, in
consideration of her liferent of Over Echries
called Myrietown. (Deeds, Mack. IX., f.307.)
She was still living 12 August 1664, when she
had sasine of a liferent annuity of 2000 merks
out of Pethnick. (Banff Sas. I., f.368.) Thomas
Innes of Pethnick had by his wife Janet Gordon, daughter of John Gordon of Avochie (A.
& D. Commissariot of Moray), the following
issue,
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1. Walter, of whom presently;
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2. Alexander, of Garrowood, who on 7 J u n e
1656, as "brother german to Walter I n n e s sometime of Pethnick," had sasine of t h e two-oxgate land of Garrowood, on a precept by his
brother, dated a t Flooers 8 May 1655. (Banff
Sas. VIII.. f.14.) On 16 F e b r u a r y 1660. he executed a precept a t Littlemilne, by which with
consent of David Dunbar of Pethnick, he as
Alexander Innes of Garrowood, disponed his
lands of Garrowood to Walter Ogilvie of Bankhead, who had sasine 6 J u l y 1661. Witnesses—
Colonel John Gordon of Littlemilne a n d John
Fordyce of Auchincruiff. (Ib. I., f.12.) On 12
August 1664, as "Alexander Innes son lawful of
umqll Thomas Innes of Pethnick," he was
procurator for his mother in h e r i n f e f t m e n t ,
in a liferent annuity of 2000 merks o u t of Pethnick. (Ib. I., 368.) ' On 16 J a n u a r y 1670 as
"Alexander Innes of Pethnick" also "son or
Thomas Innes of Pethnick." he got a bond of
300 mks. from John Gordon, v.gr. of Avochie.
(Deeds. Mack. XXVII.. 130, 131.)
On 22
F e b r u a r y 5674, Alexander Innes son of
the deceased Thomas Innes of Pethnick,
g r a n t e d a discharge of a
wadset
of
Gollochie in Rathven, to Sir George Gordon
of Haddo. (Earl of Aberdeen Writs. 195.
(Schethin, No. 29).) On 4 F e b r u a r y 1666, an
Alexander Innes of Mill of Gollochie (who m a y .
however, 'be another person) gave evidence regarding a brawl which had taken place in t h e
house of Catherine Innes, in t h e Canongate.
(Privy Council, 3rd ser. Vol. 11., p. 544.) On 31
May 1691. Charles Gordon of Gollochie had
sasine on the Mill of Gollachie, on a precept
from Alexander Innes of Mill of Gollochie,
dated a t Coxtoun 13 May 1691, a n d directed t o
Sir Alexander Innes of Coxtoun a s Baillie.
(Banff Sas. IV. f.165.) On 31 May 1697 there is
a sasine to Alexander Innes, son of umqll Patrick (sic) Innes of Pethnick. on Mill of Gollochie in Rathven, directed to Charles Gordon
of Gollochie as Baillie. (Ib. IV. f.392.)
3. William of Bogye, meaning a p p a r e n t l y ,
the Bog of Pethnick. On 12 May 1647. he was
summoned along with his brother, before t h e
General Assembly a t t h e instance of t h e Minister of Grange. (Records of t h e General Assembly, Vo. I. Scottish History .Society.) He
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seems to be be "William Innes formerly in
Pethnick," who was dead before November
1690, and who had a daughter Elizabeth married 1st to John Gordon of Cairnborrow (Gen.
Reg. of Sas. LXII., f.251), and 2nd to George
Calder of Aswanley, on which she had sasine
16 December 1712. (Aberdeenshire Sas. XX., 30.)
1. Margaret, probably wife of Robert Gordon
of Echries. On 1 August 1655, they had sasine
of Ardneidly, Culsavertie, and others. They
hud two sons, John and Thomas Gordon.
(Banff Sas. VII. f.65.)
WALTER INNES 5TH OF PETHNICK first
appears on 24 November 1638 as "appeirand
of
Pethnick"
when
he witnessed the Garrowood deed of reduction (Banff Sas. IV., 307),
Two years
later he is found with the designation of his
father's "first-born son and appeirand heir,"
when on 1 September 1640, he consents to a
wadset granted by his father upon Myrietown.
(Ib. V., f.2.) He seems to have been infeft
prior to 1643, in the family estate of Pethnick
and was a personage of importance in Strathisla, for on 29 November 1643, the heritors of
Grange refused to subscribe the Covenant unless Walter Innes of Pethnick would first do so.
This he did, on 20 December. (W. Cramond
The Church of Grange.) On 21 October 1646'
Walter Innes of Pethnick was summoned to
compeir before the Presbytery, to answer for
the slaughter of Alexander Gordon of Achanachie, and on the application of John Gordon
of Achanachie, he was excommunicated for
this "murder by combat." viz., duel. According to the Indictment, to which Euphame
Beaton the defuncts relict was a party, there
does not seem to have been much "combat"
about the matter. It alleges that Pethnick,
William Innes his brother, and John Coupland of Haugh, having conceaved a deidlie
hatred of Alexander Gordon of Auchanachy,
who was walking about in his own fields, came
upon him on 8 August 1646, discharged pistols
a t him and then with drawn swords struch
him on the head—especially Pethnick. He was
brought back to the House of Auchanachy
where he remained bedfast for five weeks and
died after great dolour and pain in spite of
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the efforts of divers chirurgeons. (Banff Hornings, Sheriff Court, fJ.31.) In April 1647, he
compeired before the Synod of Moray, earnestly desiring to be received within the bosom
of the Kirk again. The Synod, however, considering that he was not only guilty of the
said slaughter, but also—and evidently much
more serious—guilty of rebellion and apostasy
from the Covenant (both of which he acknowledged with signification of h e a r t y sorrow, to
the great contentment of the Assembly, felt
t h a t some penalty was essential. In respect
t h a t he could not with safety make his repentance a t the Kirk of Keith, or any other
kirk in the presbytery of Strathbogie, he was
ordained to do so in sack-cloth for seven
Lord's Days at Grange, or if t h a t was not safe,
a t Elgin. (W. Cramond, Synod of Moray, 86;
House of Gordon, I. 393). On 12 May 1647,
Walter Innes of Pethnick and William Innes
of Bogie his brother, were summoned before
t h e General Assembly at the instance of t h e
Minister of Grange to answer for their misdeeds, and since they did not appear, a day
of general fast and humiliation throughout
the Parish was ordained to be held. (Recs.
of the General Assembly, Scot. Hist. Soc. "Vol.
I.) On 18 July 1647, he testified by evident
signs, his deep remorse and sorrow of heart,
a t Elgin, being his seventh Sabbath in Sackcloth. (Recs. of Elgin, 257.) He was according relaxed in August, by the Presbytery of
Elgin, and on 5 October by the Synod of
Moray. (W. Cramond Synod of Moray. 86.)
Three years later, and prior to 22 J u n e 1650,
when his mother, J a n e t Gordon, is described as
a, widow, (Deeds. Mack. I l l 907.)
Walter
Innes of Pethnick seems by some means to
have been the cause of his father's death,
and on 3 October 1650, the Rev. Robert Watson,
Minister of Grange, was deposed for not
disciplining Walter Innes of Pethnick. who
had to flee the country for killing his f a t h e r .
(W. Cramond, Church of Grange. 11.) In consequence of this crime of parricide, the details
of which have not been discovered, Walter
Innes of Pethnick, who seems to have been,
like his father, of a violent disposition, either
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resolved to dispose of his estates, or was obliged by circumtances to do so, and preparatory to the alienation of his patrimony, he
was on 8 July 1650 retoured heir to his grandfather, Alexander Innes of Pethnick, in the
lands cf Pethnick, Myrietown of Echries.
Netherton of Mileggan, and Garrowood. The
marches of Pethnick are specified in the Retour as being:—
"As Sanct Mulrubus strype runs in the burn
of Clerkseat, ascending up the Howe den,
marching with the lands of Clerkseat. and
siclyke from t h a t up as it marches with the
Bredgait of Auchinhuiff a t the west fauld-heid
of Pethnick direct descending through the
moss past Auchinhuiff and Pethnick, of the
Chapman's Cross, and from the said corse to
Kempismyre as it runs in the Burn of Pethnick on the North side with the new tak called
Auld Pethnik alias Rochcuitt." (Banffshire
Retours, H. 142.)
On 31 March 1651, Walter Innes of Pethnick,
through George Geddes in Auchinhuive his procurator, had sasine on the above lands as heir
to Alexander Innes of Pethnick his gudschir.
(Banff Sas. VI. f.138.) Walter Innes of Pethnick had with consent of Sir Robert Innes of
that ilk, wadset Pethnick to David Dunbar
in Garmoch, the lands of Pethnick being described as "formerly occupied by Alexander
Innes, father of the deceased Thomas Innes in
Ettles and by the said Thomas Innes his son."
(Ib. VI. f.133.) On 26 April 1654, David Dunbar
in Garmoch had sasine on a charter executed
by "Walter Innes laitlie of Pethnick," who
alienated, without redemption, requisition
bond, promise, or condition of reversion, his
lands of Pethnick, sometime occupied by
umqll Alexander Innes, father to umqll
Thomas and his successors, all as bounded and
marched in the original infeftments, with the
office and jurisdiction of Heritable Baillie of
t h e Abbey of Kinloss, with the lands of Pethnick, [This suggests that the concurrent claims
with Lord Deskford had been compromised on
the basis of restricting Pethnick's bailliary
grant to his own lands, leaving the rest of the
regality under the Bailliary annexed to Clochmacriech—an awkward division of the juris-
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diction], and the eight oxgate lands of Myrietown, and the six oxgate lands of Mileggan, t h e
lands of Jonetschiells, and the Nether Mill of
Garrowood. The clause regarding t h e Baillieship runs:—
' To administer justice according to the law
and practice of the nation of Scotland, to all
parties havand enteres as accords to the law,
and to the said effects, with full power t o t h e
said David Dunbar and hie foresaids, to create
deputes, baillies, clerks, sergeants, officers,
dempsters, and other members of court necessar, and them constitute again oft as neid beis r
and to change and remove them, and to put
others in their places, for whom they shall be
holden to answer, and to judge and punish
transgressors and delinquents, as in the g r a n t s
to t h e deceist Thomas Innes of Pethnick, foirgrand schir (Great-great-grandfather), of the
said Walter Innes."
The Precept for this infeftment was executed
a t Garmoch 4 December 1652, and sealed with
Walter Innes of Pethnick's seal of a r m s .
Witnesses: William Innes of Bog of Pethnick.
brother german to the said Walter, Alexander
Innes of Garrowood "also my
brother
german," Archibald Geddes of Essil, Alexander
Gordon servant to David Dunbar, and the
deed was written by James Dunbar, lawful son
to James Dunbar of Pitgaveny. (Ib. VII. f-39.)
He went to reside a t B a r r a where on 2 March
1655 he gave a
bond for 3000 mks.
to George King of Barrak.
who. recorded it 8 May, 1668. (Deeds, Dal. XXII., 599.)
On 8 May 1655, "Walter Innes sometime of
Pethnick. now in Barrak," by a Precept
executed a t Flooers, disponed t o Alexander
Innes his brother german, the two-oxgate l a n d
of Garrowood. (Ib. VIII. f.14.) This is t h e
last direct evidence of Walter Innes sometime
Laird of Pethnick, but it seems almost certain
t h a t he can he identified with t h e Captain
Walter Innes who in April 1660 petitioned
Charles II. n a r r a t i n g t h a t he h a d served both
t h a t King and Charles I. with danger to life,
effusion of blood, and -uin of his a n c e s t r a l
inheritance; t h a t he had served a t home with
Montrose, and his sufferings a t home and:
peregrinations abroad, were well known, a s
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the testimony from Charles II's Royal father
presented (to Charles II.?) a t Brussels showed;
That Captain Walter Innes was now free from
service under the King of Denmark, or Sweden
and if not accepted for service by King
Charles, he asks recommendation to the King
of Poland or the Duke of Brandenburg, for if
he, cannot regain his inheritance in the King's
service, he will bid adieu to Scotland for ever.
(State Papers Domestic, 1659/60, p. 424.) There is
nothing in this petition to indicate to what
"ancestral heritage" Captain Walter Innes
referred, but unless he was a son of Robert
Innes the last of Drainie, by Christian Innes,
daughter of the last Laird of Auchintoul, who
however appear to have left no issue, there is
no other "ancestral" Innes inheritance which
was alienated at this period, except the lands
of Pethnick. Therefore, since Walter the last
Laird of Pethnick is known to have "Heed the
country" and returned from time to time, it
seems reasonable to identify the petitioning
Captain with the sometime Laird of Pethnick.
What may have been the result of the petition, is unknown, but in 1667, a Walter Innes
was appointed Gentleman Usher, Daily Waiter
to His Majesty, on the resignation of Sir John
Aytoun, a t a salary of £33 6/8 per half-year
(Treasury Books, p. 130), and he still held that
office in 1673. (lb.) I t would appear that any
further research regarding the marriage and
descendants, if any, of Walter Innes, Gentleman Usher and Daily Waiter to Charles II.
would require to be made in England.
David Dunbar of Pethnick (who was the
Earl
of Dunfermline's
chamberlain in
Urquhart) does not seem to have had
much enjoyment of his lairdship and
heritable bailliary, for by 30 October 1662,
they were apprised from him by John Douglass
of Nonelands (Great Seal, XI. 736) and in 1676
David Dunbar his son, having got an assignation from Douglas, sold the lands to Archibald
Geddes of Essill (Banff Sas. III. 84) but there is
here no reference to the Heritable Bailliary,
nor in the precept of 6 September 1684, by
which Geddes disponed Pethnick with the
mansion house, Mill, and Bog of Pethnick. to
Alexander Duff of Braco, with whose family
the estate remained until a few years ago.
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With the collapse of the Heritable Baillies of
Pethnick, the Earl of Findlater acquired undisputed sway in the Regality of Strathisla, in
terms of the Royal Confirmation, 13 November
1641. (Great Seal, IX., No. 1019.) But whilst
his grant was t h a t of a "heritable bailliary,"
he appears to have found it convenient to assume t h a t he was also "Lord of the Regality"
of Strathisla, as well as of an adjoining Regality of Ogilvy which had been erected for
him in his Banffshire estates.
As Lord of these Regalities he appointed
John Innes 6th of Edingight, Baillie of Regality, in which capacity we find him functioning in 1712. when as "John Innes younger
of Edingight, Baillie of Regality in Strathisla," he witnessed t h e ratification of t h e sale
by his brother-in-law, Sir Patrick Strachan of
Glenkindie, of the lands of Belnaboth. (Chronicle of Edingight, p. 20.) At what recent date
he became baillie I do not know, but he married in 1691 Helen, daughter of Michael
Strachan of Auchnagatt, and dying in J u n e
1719, as appears from an account for the velvet
mortcloth of Grange, the Bailliary was conferred upon his brother, Thomas Innes of
Muiryfold, the third son of John Innes 5th cf
Edingight, and ancestor of the Rose-Inneses of
Netherdale. Born in 1681, Muiryfold lived until
12 Sept. 1754, his monument is in the k i r k y a r d
of Grange. About 1743, perhaps from advancingyears, he resigned the bailliary, and on 27
May 1743, Lord Findlater issued a commission
to Muiryfold's nephew, John Innes 7th of Edingight, who consequently became (as it- turned
out) the last holder or the venerable office. The
Commission in the Edingight charter chest is
as follows:—
Commission to John Innes of Edingight as
Baillie of the Regality of Strathilay.
Be it know to all Men by these presents ME
James Earl of Findlater and Seafield Lord of
the Regality of Strathillay &c. Whereas the
Abilitys and Qualifications of John Innes of
Edingight, for exercising the Office of my
Baillie of Regality within the said Regality of
Strathillay is sufficiently known to me therefore Witt ye me to have nominated and appointed Likeas I by these presents nominate.
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appoint, make and constitute the said John
Innes of Edingight my Baillie of Regality
within the said Regality of Strathillay and
whole Bounds thereof, with free Ish and Entry
to the said Place and Office of Baillie of
Regality, and to all other Priviledges Liberties
and righteous pertinents whatsomever belonging to the same. With full Power to the said
John Innes to use and exercise the said office
of Baillie of Regality, And for that Effect to
set, affix, affirm, hold, &c., fence, and as oft
as need bee to continue Regality Courts within
the said Regality of Strathillay, on all Causes
both civil and criminal proper and competent
to me as Lord thereof by the Laws of this
Kingdom, as also Clerks and other Officers of
Court to appoint, But reserving always power
and Liberty to myself to turn them out at my
Pleasure, and to appoint others in their Roum
as often as I shall judge proper And likeways
to administer Justice in the said Courts, Suites
to cause call, Delinquents to unlaw, amerciat
and punish as accords, Decreets and Sentences
to pronounce, And generally All and Sundry
other things to do use and exerce sicklike and
as freely in all Respects as any former Bailie
or other Baillies have lawfully done or might
have done by virtue of their said Office Providing always t h a t whatever Fines may be imposed by the said John Innes my Baillie shall
be liable to be modified by me iu such Cases,
& in such manner as I shall judge proper.
And I hereby impower the said John Innes to
act as my Baillie of Regality of Ogilvie within
my Lands of Kempkairn & Milntone in the
parish of Keith and particularly in the Markets commonly called Summerives faires (iu)
the same manner, with the same powers, and
under the same Restrictions, as are contained
in this Commission of Baillery of the Regality
of Strathillay, And providing always that the
said John Innes shall be answerable and accountable to me for his faithful administration of the said Offices which are to continue
during my Pleasure Allenarly Consenting to
the Registration thereof in the Books of Council & Session, or others competent, therein to
remain for preservation, And thereto I constitute

b

99

100

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

b

My Prors &c. I n Witness Whereof (written on
Stampt paper by Thomas Mackie m y Servant)
I have subscribed these present written upon
this and the preceding page a t Cullenhouse
this twenty seventh day of May One t h o u s a n d
seven hundred and forty three Years. Before
these witnesses J o h n Forbes also m y S e r v a n t .
& the said Thomas Mackie Witnesses a l s o
to the Marginal note on t h e preceding Page.
Findlater & Seafield.
Thomas Mackie Witness.
John Forbes Witness
Endorsed in Pencil—Findlater & Seafield 1745.
The laird of Edingight, last holder of the
office of Baillie of t h e Regality of Strathisla,
died in 1748. The office itself expired in t h e
preceding year, in terms of the Heritable Jurisdictions Act, 1747, under which all Heritable
Regalities were extinguished and re-annexed
t o the Crown. Under this Act Lord F i n d l a t e r
claimed as compensation for his t h r e e jurisdictions, the Constabulary of Cullen, Regality
of Ogilvy and Heritable Bailliary of t h e Regality of Strathisla. (not Lord of the Regality)
a sum of £5,500, for which he was a w a r d e d
£1085. Thus terminated the jurisdiction originally conferred upon the great Abbacy of Kinloss, and under which justice was administered
for so many centuries in central Banffshire.
THOMAS INNES OF LEARNEY.

H.M. Albany Herald.

