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One of the most interesting evenings of the
winter session of the Banffshire Field Club f o r
quite a number of years past has been that
on which a paper is read to the members byMr Alistair N. Tayler of Glenbarry, whose contributions to family and historical subjects in
the North of Scotland have given him an
outstanding position in such interesting and
valuable spheres of inquiry- This year Mr
Tayler's appearance was made at a meeting
of the Club to-night, and, much to the gratification of the members, he was accompanied
by Miss Henrietta Tayler, whose investigations
and writings on similar subjects have given
her a reputation t h a t is widely and justly
acclaimed. The chair was occupied by t h e
president, Sheriff More, and the attendance
was of a very gratifying character. Mr Tayler
spoke on this occasion on the history of
Balvenie Castle, which, of old, occupied a great
strategical position commanding six different
directions. The paper was heard with high
appreciation, and the vote of thanks to its
accomplished author was carried with much
cordiality. It was as follows—
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BALVENIE CASTLE.
The architecture and the archaeology of
many of the Castles in the north-east of Scotland have been ably dealt with by Dr W.
Douglas Simpson. This paper is intended to
give a history of the Castle of Balvenie. the
largest in Banffshire and one of the most important in the north, which, according to the
abovo authority, has been there since the 13th
century, the remains of the buildings still existing showing work of the 13th, l5th and 16th
centuries. The site is a marvellous one, half
a mile north of Dufftown, on the bank of the
Fiddich, occupying a great strategical position
commanding six different directions.
St Walloch is said to have had a mission
church a t Balvenie. He is variously described
as Moloch, Volocus or Makwolock, Bishop and
Confessor. Bishop Forbes in his "Kalendar of
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Scottish Saints," gives the following account—
"He left his 'native land' to come to Scotland
where he lived in a little reed hut. Camerarius places his death in 733 and states t h a t
he had a Mission a t Candida Casa (Whithorn
in Galloway) as well as in Balvenie, Strathdon
and Mar. Two miles below Beldorney in Glass
a r e St Wallach's Baths, a ruined chapel called
Wallach's Kirk and St Wallach's Well, still a
p'ace of pilgrimage in the 18th Century."
The name of St Manire, who died in 824, is
also associated with a church foundation a t
Balvenie. One derivation of this name put forward is in connection with the Battle of Mortlach in 1010, when the Danes were defeated by
Malcolm II. and two Danish Generals, Enecus
and Magnus or Manns, were killed—Balvenie,
meaning Manus town. This does not, however,
seem very probable. Another derivation is
from St Beyn, the first Bishop of Mortlach (the
see of Aberdeen being originally founded a t
Mortlach), who was consecrated in 1012 by Pope
Benedict VIII. a t the instance of King Malcolm II. and lived a t Balvenie, the name BalBeyn being Beynstown. The "Catalogue of
Scottish Bishops," by Bishop Robert Keith,
states t h a t "Beanus," who lived under the two
Kings, Malcolm II. and Malcolm I I I . (Canmore), "administered his diocese for 32 years
with prudence, integrity and all those other
virtues t h a t become a true pastor of souls. He
is enrolled among the Saints on the 16th day
of December and is said to have died in the
year 1047 a t Mortlach and t o have been buried
a t the postern of church where his effigie lies
in a wall near to the said door—cut out of
stone, yet to be seen. This new church was
dedicated to St Molock.'
The most probable derivation of the name is
to be found in the Gaelic "Bal-Bhana"—"the
town of green fields." I t is believed t h a t the
Danes erected some sort of f o r t on the site
and their connection with the place was commemorated, in the later castle, by the erection
of a large room called t h e Danes' Hall.
Early Historical Fact.
The first genuine historical f a c t connected
with Balvenie is t h a t Edward I., a f t e r staying
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in Banff on the night of 22nd July, 1296, passed
by it. On t h a t King's second jonrney to the
North, a f t e r defeating Wallace a t the Battle
of Falkirk, he again visited Banff in September 1298 and returned from Elgin by way of
Rothes, Balvenie and Kildrummy.
I t is not clear who was the owner at t h a t
date. The Comyns are stated to have possessed
it in the 13th century, but this is not supported
by much documentary evidence, and some previous writers are inclined to doubt it. There
is a docket of restitution, in obsolete Norman
French, granted by Edward I. a t Stirling, 4th
May 1304, restoring to John Comyn, Earl o[
Buchan, the castles of "Glamis and Morthelagh."
It is not certain how long the Comyns may
have held the property but someone named the
"Constable of Balvenie" is buried in Mortlach
Church, the date on the stone being 1420.
The next proprietor, who appears early in
the 15th century, was James Douglas, surnamed "The Gross," second son of the 3rd
Earl and afterwards 7th Earl of Douglas, 1st
of Avondale and Lord Balvenie. The exact date
of the Douglas family becoming possessed of
Balvenie is not known, but in "The Orygynale
Cronykile of Scotland," by Andrew of Wyntoun, dealing with the time when James I. was
prisoner in England, there is a reference to
the murder (by the above James Douglas) of
Sir David Fleming of Biggar, while riding over
Long Hermiston Moor, near Gogar, 14th Febr u a r y 1405. A few lines from the Chronicle are
here given:—
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" Bot als sa fast as this wes done
Sehir Davy buskit hamwart sone
Bot yong James of Douglace
That Lord than of Balvany wace
Off ewill counsele and feloune
Oure-tuke hym a t Lang-hirmandstoune
Quhat is t h a r e mare to this to say
Slane wes this knycht thare t h a t day
This ilka gud (and) gentyl knycht
That wes baith manful, lele and wycht
This ilk Schir Davy cald Flemyng
That cuizing nere wes to the King."
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James
Douglas is described as a prudent and
peaceable man. "The Scots Peerage," says t h a t
in his earlier years he was known as James
Douglas of Balvenie, the estate having been
given to him by his brother, Archibald, 4th
Earl of Douglas. I t has also been said t h a t
James obtained Balvenie through his mother,
Joanna Moray, heiress of Bothwell. He was
present a t the Council held a t Inverkeithing
on 19th August 1423 when he was appointed a
Commissioner to t r e a t in London f o r the release of James I. In the following year, a f t e r
the return of the King, J a m e s Douglas of Balvenie was one of the Assize a t the t r i a l and
subsequent execution of Murdoch, Duke of Albany, the King's cousin, his two sons, Walter
and Alexander, and his father-in-law, Duncan,.
Earl of Lennox.
James Douglas of Balvenie had a Crown
Charter of the lands a n d Barony of Abercorn
on 7th March, 1426, witnessed by Alexander de
Seton. This was one of t h e documents put forward in the famous Gordon Peerage case, before the House of Lords in 1928. In 1435, he
appears as Sheriff of L a n a r k . Two years later
he was created Earl of Avondale, while in 1439
he became Lord of Balvenie, shortly before
succeeding his grand-nephew, William, as 7th
Earl of Douglas, and died in 1410. He was followed by his son, William, 8th Earl of Douglas,
who married his cousin Margaret, "the f a i r
maid of Galloway," sister of the 6th Earl of
Douglas. Joining with the Earl of Crawford
and others against the Court party, Earl William was stabbed by King J a m e s II. in Stirling
Castle in February 1452. His widow married
his brother, James, 9th Earl of Douglas, in
1453, but obtained a divorce in 1455, when she
married as his first wife John Stewart, 1st
Earl of Atholl. The 9th Earl a t first endeavoured to avenge his brother's murder, b u t became reconciled to t h e King for a time. However, in 1455, he, with his three brothers, broke
into open rebellion against the Crown and, his
army being dispersed a t Arkingholm (the site
of the present town of Langholm) he fled into
England and died in 1491. His younger brother, described as Sir J o h n Douglas, Lord of
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Balveny, accompanied him to England but, returning later to Scotland, was beheaded a t
Edinburgh in 1463.
Of "the f a i r maid of Galloway," widow of
William, 8th Earl of Douglas and wife of
James, the 9th Earl, Robert Lindsay of Pitscottie has the following note:
"Beattrix Douglas (really Margaret) the
maiden of Galloway, seand nothing botwraikes
to come to her pretendit husband James
Douglas, fled to the King, crying mercie for
hir offences, and the King after he had forgevin all her offences he mareit her on his
brother Johnne, Earl of Atholl and tocharit
her with the lordeschip of Ballvenie."
Pitscottie was mistaken in the name. Both the
mother and step-mother of William and James,
8th and 9th Earls of Douglas, were called Beatrice but not their joint wife, who was Margaret.
Forfeited to the Crown.
After the downfall of the Black Douglas
family, the whole of the estates, including Balvenie, were forfeited to the Crown. Patrick
Lyon of Glamis, one of the hostages for the
jansom of James I., was created Lord Glamis
in 1145 and appointed Keeper of the Castles of
Kildrummy, Kindrochit and Balvenie in 1456.
In the Exchequer Rolls of Scotland a r e to be
found entries of various payments made to
Lord Glamis as keeper of the Castle of Balvenie between 1456 and 1459. In 1460 the Lordship and Castle were, as already said, bestowed
on Sir John Stewart, afterwards 1st Earl of
Atholl, and his wife, the widow of the 8th and
divorced wife of the 9th Earl of Douglas. John
Stewart was son and heir of Sir James Stewart
"the Black Knight of Lorn," by Joan Beaufort,
Queen Dowager of Scotland, and thus halfbrother of King James II. He was created
Earl of Atholl about 1457, and the Register of
the Great Seal gives a grant of Balvenie under
date 25th March 1460 wherein John Stewart is
described, as "brother" of the King, the lands
comprising, besides the estate and Castle of
Balvenie, those of "Botruthin, Bocharne and
Abirlour" to be held by John, Margaret and
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their lawful heirs by t h e rendering, if demanded, of one red rose, on St J o h n the Baptist's day, at the principal seat of t h e Atholl
family. (A little over a hundred years later,
the reddendo was fixed a t two red roses!)
By his first wife, t h e Earl of Atholl had only
two daughters, who married respectively Alexander, 3rd Earl of Huntly, a n d John, 6th Lord
Forbes, and after the death of Margaret he
married, in 1473, Eleanor (Sinclair), daughter
of William, Earl of Orkney, by whom he had 11
children, the eldest son ultimately succeeding
to the title as well as t o Balvenie. In November 1477 King James I I I . confirmed to his
"Uncle," John, Earl of Atholl and Eleanor, his
wife, the lands which they h a d (on bended
knee by staff and baton) resigned into his
hands as their Supreme Lord. After which re
signation, the King gave possession of the
same lands to the said J o h n Earl of Athole,
and Eleanor, his spouse, and t h e longer liver of
them, in conjunct fee, and the heirs male procreat between them, whom failing to the nearest heirs of the said John, E a r l of Athole's
body whomsoever; to be held of the King in
feu and heritage for ever, according to t h e
tenor of the charter to be made thereupon.
Done within the Monastery of Holy Rood of
Edinburgh, 31st Oct. 1477.
A Motto.
The 1st Earl of Atholl took an active p a r t
in 1475 in suppressing the rebellion of John,
Earl of Ross, the last "Lord of the Isles." On
this occasion it is reported t h a t his nephew,
King James III., said to him " F u r t h fortune
and fill the fetters." the motto assumed by the
succeeding Earls of Atholl and still t h a t of the
ducal house. I t has been stated t h a t this
motto is carved on the f r o n t wall of Balvenie,
but on a close examination it will be found to
read " F u r t h Fortuin And Fil The Fatris."
This has been taken t o express the meaning
above quoted.
There are different opinions on this point:
Dr Douglas Simpson suggests the substitution
"Forth Fortune and File thy Fetters" for what
he calls the almost meaningless "fill" thy
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fetters. But Dr Mackay Mackenzie, in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, says
t h a t the word "Fatris" does not mean fetters
a t all but is Ferters, an old Scots name for a
coffer for relics or money and t h a t the true
meaning of the motto is really "Forth Fortune
and Fill thy Coffers," which would seem to
make much better sense. He thinks that the
composer of the motto used this word for t h e
sake of alliteration, and that the plural of
Ferter is Ferteris, which, in time, would be
syncopated to Fertres; the occurrence of a
group of three consonants in the middle of a
word is awkward, so the first r was likely t o
drop out or be assimilated to the following
letter and this it is t h a t has given rise to the
form to be seen a t Balvenie as "Fatris," the
motto in reality being a plain exhortation, "Goforth Fortune and fill thy coffers."
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The Earls of Atholl.
In a new charter of the Earldom 1481, the
Earl of Atholl is described as " f r a t e r carnalis"
or uterine brother of the late King James Ili a 1184, John, Earl of Atholl, was one of the
conservators of the peace with England, while
f o u r years later he commanded the army of
James III. On the death of the latter he wasimprisoned by James IV. but was shortly
after liberated and attended the Parliament
in Edinburgh. He died in September 1512.
His son, John, 2nd Earl of Atholl, succeeded
him in Balvenie and married Janet, daughter
of Archibald, 2nd Earl of Argyll. He is said
to have been killed a t Flodden in 1513, but the
Complete Peerage states t h a t he did not die
till 1521.
The next owner of Balvenie, John, 3rd Earl
of Atholl, the son of the 2nd, had a charter
under the Great Seal in 1537. He married
twice—(1) Grizel, daughter of Sir John Rattray
and (2) Jean, daughter of John, 6th Lord
Forbes, and died in 1542, being succeeded by
his son, another John, as 4th Earl. In 1547 tho
Queen confirmed a charter under the Great
Seal to this John, with the consent of Robert,
Bishop of Orkney, and William, Bishop of Aberdeen, of the lands of Balvenie. He was a zealous
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Roman Catholic and strongly opposed the Beformation in the P a r l i a m e n t of 1560, saying
t h a t they would believe a s their f a t h e r s had
done before them. He was made a Privy
Councillor in 1561, and was for m a n y years an
auditor of the Exchequer. I n 1562, with the
Earls of Moray and Morton, he had defeated
the Earl of Huntly a t Corrichie on October
28th, having six weeks previously entertained
Queen Mary, when on h e r northern journey,
for two nights a t Balvenie Castle. He was
prominent in affairs of s t a t e in Scotland a t
this period, was appointed Lieutenant in the
North in 1565, was present a t t h e King's coronation in 1567, when he was nominated provisional Regent, and in 1578 was m a d e Chancellor
of Scotland and so remained till his death.
In the State Papers there is a letter written
21st December 1570 by William Maitland of
Lethington from "Balvenye," t o Thomas, Earl ot
Sussex, Queen Elizabeth's Lieutenant in t h e
North (who with his wife were the founders of
Sidney-Sussex College, Cambridge). Lord Sussex
invaded Scotland in t h e English interest in
1571; he was also one of those who s a t in
judgment on the Casket letters. Maitland acknowledges receipt of a letter f r o m Lord
Sussex, dated York, 26th November, referring
to the Earl of Lennox. He concludes: "So long
as his directors bear the swing, they m a y (as
they do now) keep my grounds wasted and
compel my tenants to pay their fermes and
rents to them, but it will not lie in their
power to make me r u n another course, or leave
to use all the good means I c a n to procure a
good accord between t h e two Queens, which I
pray you help to set f o r w a r d a t your sovereign's hands."
The 4th Earl of Atholl had previously opposed the Regent Morton b u t being reconciled,
he was entertained by him in April 1579, a t
Stirling, and died a few days afterwards, not
without suspicion of poison. Tho latter, however, solemnly denied this, when he suffered
on the scaffold. The Earl of Atholl married
twice (1) Elizabeth, d a u g h t e r of George, 4th
Earl of Huntly, and (2) Margaret, daughter of
the 3rd Lord Fleming, previously twice a
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widow. She was believed to have powers of incantation and it is alleged that at the birth of
James VI. she cast the pains of childbirth
from the Queen to Lady Rires! A shield in
the court a t Balvenie Castle is charged with
Atholl and Gordon arms impaled—being those
of the 4th and his first wife.
The 5th Earl succeeded on the death of his
father, and married Mary, daughter of William, 1st Earl of Gowrie. In 1594 full powers
and commissions for resisting treasonable
attempts were granted to Archibald, Earl of
Argyll, John, Lord Forbes, and John, Earl or
Atholl, within the bounds of Aberdeen, Banff,
Elgin, Forres, Nairn, Inverness, Cromarty and
Tarbet, to pursue "to the deid with fyre,
eword" and "all kind of rigour, all traitors
against the estaite of the said trew religioun,"
and all their accomplices, to apprehend, try,
examine and execute such, to compel assurances and pledges of good behaviour from persons "amang whom there is a, deidlie feid";
and to do all other things needful.
Brief Ownerships.
Dying in 1595, in embarrassed circumstances,
the 5th Earl of Atholl left only four daughters,
and the Earldom reverted to the Crown. The
lands of Balvenie appear to have been held by
these daughters until 6th April 1610 when the
King granted a Charter under the Great Seal
to James, Earl of Atholl, and Lord Innermeath (who had married the widow) of the
Balvenie estate, which the daughters had resigned. This Lord Atholl appears to have held
Balvenie only for a few weeks! On 26th April
the King granted to John (Abernethy) Lord
Saltoun, the lands of Balvenie which Lord
Atholl had resigned.
John, 8th Lord Saltoun, son of George, the
7th Earl and Margaret, daughter of John, 4th
Earl of Atholl, on becoming owner of Balvenie,
sold Rothiemay, which he had previously
possessed. He married three times—(1) Marg a r e t , daughter of Henry Urquhart, younger
of Cromarty, (2) Elizabeth (sometimes called
Mary), daughter of James, 2nd Earl of Moray,
and (3) Anne, daughter of Walter, 1st Lord
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Blantyre. Lord Saltoun only held the lands of.
Balvenie for a little over two years, for in May
1612 he disponed the property in t r u s t to Sir
James Stewart of Killeith, a f t e r w a r d s Lord
Ochiltree, and died in September of the same
year, having apparently run into debt owing
to his accompanying James VI. to Englandwith insufficient money to keep u p the necessary state of a peer in London.
Sir James Stewart was eldest son of James
Stewart of Bothwellmuir, and married, in 1581..
as her third husband, Elizabeth, daughter of
John, 4th Earl of Atholl, so probably had a
sentimental interest in Balvenie. His cousin
Andrew, 3rd Lord Ochiltree, sold the lordship
of Ochiltree to him and resigned t h e title to
his favour in 1615. He was, in 1631, imprisoned
in Blackness Castle for having b r o u g h t
charges of treason against the Marquis of
Hamilton and was only released by the English in 1652, after the battle, of Worcester. He
died in 1659, having lost his f o r t u n e and parted,
with his estates.
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Innes of Invermarkie.
Lord Ochiltree held Balvenie for three years
and in October 1615 he disponed it to Robert
Innes of Invermarkie, who obtained a charter
of Balvenie under the Great Seal on 21st December 1615. In the Register of the Privy
Council of Scotland, he appears in 1623 as a
member of the Committee f o r considering theexport of undressed Scottish wool t o England,
as well as a J.P. for Banffshire, and f r o m t h e
same source it is learned t h a t he was prosecuted for wearing hagbuts (firearms) in this
year. I t appears t h a t he, J o h n Forbes of Pitsligo, Alexander Bannerman of Elsick, George
Gordon, younger of Gight, George Gordon of
Newton, John Leith, younger of Harthill, and
others, had "since 1617 worn hagbuts and
pistolets" and shot a t wild fowl and deer in.
contravention of the laws. Robert Innes denied the charge (except t h a t in his going from
Edinburgh to London "and in his returne
t h a i r f r a till Edinburgh he buir pistoletts for
the saiftie of his awn lyf.") The Laird of Balvenie had to find caution in 2000 merks not to
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Violate the law in future. In the following
year he was given a commission with others
to apprehend James Barclay and certain other
people, who were a t the horn, and in 1629 he
was charged to capture a rebel—"James Grant
in Daltaleis" for the slaughter of Patrick
Grant in Lettoch. In the same year he was
ordered to apprehend all Jesuits in the county
and all persons found going on pilgrimages to
chapels and wells. On 15th J a n u a r y 1628 he
was created by Charles I., a baronet of Nova.
Scotia by the title of Balvenie, with remainder
to his heirs male whatsoever.
He seems to have had trouble with his
neighbours, for in 1630 he lodged a complaint
before the Privy Council against John Gordon
of Buckie, whom he accused of forging an act
of suspension against him, and another
against Patrick Christie who he asserted had
illegally summoned him before the Council.
Whatever were the rights of the case, his son,.
Walter, appeared in Ediuburgh in the place of
his father.
To Walter's surprise, however, he
was then charged with carrying firearms! I t
appears t h a t accompanied by a number of servants armed with hagbuts and pistols, he was
in the habit of going to Inverness in " a n e
braving manner seeking occasion against anybody with whom he had a quarrel. This bragging and brawling forme he used very frequentlie" during the time t h a t John Gordon
of Buckie (the complainer) was Sheriff depute,
but more especially in the mouth of May,
when there was a horse race in Inverness,
Walter Innes was there accompanied by a
number of men, all armed, and "went in bragging maner u p and down the said burgh and
the countrie about" whereby he not only violated the law, but "gave verie great and public
offence to others to doe the lyke." He was acquitted of the charge.
In 1634 Sir Robert Innes was made answerable for his tenants and servants and was
also to report to the Privy Council anent disorders in the North. At the same time he and
his son, Walter, were given a commission to
apprehend rebels. From 1636 to 1642 Sir Robert
and Walter were constantly running into debt..
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for the lands of Balvenie were often apprized
in those years, notably by William Carnegie,
merchant in Edinburgh, David Aedie, burgess
of Aberdeen, Sir Thomas B u r n e t t of Leys, Andrew Bethune of Balfour, a n d John Rhind,
merchant in Edinburgh. The two l a s t named
were granted possession of Balvenie in 1639
and 1642, then described as belonging t o
George, Marquis of Huntly, who presumably
had got temporary possession f r o m Sir Robert
Innes for debt, as the Innes f a m i l y continued
to be the owners of the estate till 1658. They
were often in trouble, for on F e b r u a r y 16th,
1637, Sir Walter complains t o the Privy Council
t h a t he "having done his best for his Majesty's
service in endeavouring to apprehend Duncan
Cumming, one of the rebels called 'Light
Horsemen,' upon the 16 of Oct. last, Alexander
Gordon of Dunkinty and divers others (having
failed in a personal a t t a c k upon Sir Walter
a n d found t h a t he had escaped them), came
immediately, under cloud of night, to his barnyard of Balvenie whair his t e n a n t s were putt i n g in the last of their corns, and fiercely
pursued them of their lives a n d when t h e poor
men fled, the said persons b a r b a r o u s l y stickit
a n d gored their horses and meares. T h e r e a f t e r
they went to the corn mylne of Balvenie a n d
shot haquebuts a t a number of poor people."
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There is also a complaint in the same year
by Alexander Stewart "of Quhytmire" a n d
Elspet Falconer t h a t Sir R o b e r t Innes of Balvenie as principal a n d "Robert Cuming of
Alter and Archibald Innes of H a l t o u n " as his
cautioners, were p u t to the h o r n a t t h e complainer's instance for non-payment of a debt
of 4400 merks, £1000 of expenses a n d the interest due thereupon; a n d they contemptuously "abide a t t h e horn " The defenders not
appearing, the Lords ordered them to be
charged to render their houses and enter themselves in ward within t h e castle of Blackness
within 15 days, under pain of treason. The
Lords reserved to J a m e s Sutherland, Tudor of
Duffus (who appeared by J a m e s Gibson, advocate, and produced a sasine of t h e barony of
Balvenie given to him) "whatever r i g h t and
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possession of the Laird of Balvenie's house he
may have, as accords of the law."
Plundering and Harrying.
After the battle of Fyvie, 24th October 1644,
the great Marquis of Montrose marched from
there to Turriff and then, probably along the
banks of the Deveron to the "place of Rothiemay," which was plundered, and subsequently
went to Balvenie, where, finding that he was
safe from Argyll's cavalry, he allowed his men
a few days' rest. Balvenie was destined to
play a somewhat prominent part in the
troubles of this period, Montrose himself
camping there more than once, particularly
a f t e r the battle of Auldearn in 1645 when
Baillie hoped to provoke him to another battle,
but could never come up with the troops of
the Marquis.
Spalding in his "Memorials of the Trubles,"
tells, in picturesque language, how the inhabitants of the Balvenie district were, in 1635, harried by certain members of the Clan MacGregor. "The M'Gregors oppresses the lands
of Balweny. The laird sends for ane commission and in Aprile he sendis out his eldest
sone with ane company, who chassit thame all
to flight, quhich the Clangregour forgot not."
These were mostly broken men of the clan,
led by Patrick MacGregor, alias "Gilderoy"
about whom one of the most beautiful laments
in the Scottish tongue was written. It is said
to have been composed by a young woman who
was in love with him, though others assert it
was the work of Sir Alexander Halket. One
verse may be given:
" Gilderoy was a bonny boy.
Had roses till his shoon;
His stockings were of silken soy,
Wi' garters hanging doon.
It was, I ween a comelie sight
To see sae trim a boy
He was my joy, and heart's delight
My handsome Gilderoy."
Though in the poem he is described as a romantic, attractive young man, he was in
reality nothing more than a notorious Perthshire freebooter, who later turned his unwel-
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come attentions to the county of Banff. His
story, if closely inquired into, reveals t h e following facts. He murdered his mother and
then fled to France, where he robbed Cardinal
Richelieuof his purse in t h e Church of St
Denys, making the King of France, who observed the theft, more o r less of his accomplice! He is also reported to have robbed
Oliver Cromwell, when a young man, tied him
on an ass and turned him (or was it—them?)
both loose. He also hanged a Judge near
Aberdeen, and was finally betrayed by his
friend, Margaret Cunningham, whom he managed to murder j u s t before his own arrest. He
was ultimately hanged a t Edinburgh. In the
charge against him there is this item: "For
sorning and oppression cominittit upon the
tenents of Sir Robert Innes of Balvenie,
knycht, lying upon thame dyverse dayis and
nychtis, and violentlie t a k i n g of meit, drink
and uther furnitour, without payment of
money t h a i r f o r , confessit bo t h e said Gilroy,
and committit within this t u a year."
I t was owing to t h e activities of "Gilderoy"
and other members of the Clan MacGregor
t h a t "the feuars, wadsetters and indwellers
within the lordships of Balvenie," presented
the following Supplication to the Privy Council in 1649, which shows t h e lawlessness of t h a t
age. For several years past "we have monie
tymes suffered dyvers oppressiones a n d ryotts,
in our bodies guids and geir, as also by
ravishinge of o u r women, m a r r i e d and unmarried, by certain savadge, lawless and
broken men and their accomplishes conjoynit
with them in fellowshipe" and they had been
forced to take up a r m s in self-defence and to
keep nightly and daily watches in force.
Being unable to continue the s t r a i n of this
throughout the winter, they h a d recourse to
the Marquis of Huntly f o r assistance and he
ordered his vassals to help. They expelled
their assailants, but were threatened with a
greater invasion, which they would not be
able to resist, seeing they " a r e ane confusit
multitud of fewers and yeomane, not haiffing
one superior nor ane man of respect to follow,
quhilk maks us ane pryse to all broken men."
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An Engagement at Balvenie.
Besides the troubles from freebooters, Balvenie suffered in 1649 from a warlike visitation
which has generally been ignored. After the
•execution of Charles I., his son Charles II.
entered a t the same time into negotiations
both with Montrose and with the Scottish Parliament. He was compelled to leave Holland,
going first to Paris and then to Jersey. Meanwhile the impatience of the Royalists in Scotland led them to adopt some rash measures
f o r the restoration of the young King. A rising broke out in the north under General John
Middleton, John, 2nd Lord Reay, Sir Thomas
Urquhart of Cromarty and Thomas Mackenzie
of Pluscardine, half-brother of the Earl of Seaforth, who took up arms and captured Inverness, which they held for several months.
Upon the approach of General David Leslie
they retired, being pursued by the Covenanting cavalry under Colonels Gilbert Ker, Hacket
and Archibald Strachan, who overtook some of
the Royalists a t Balvenie, and early on the
morning of the 8th of May surprised Lord
Reay in the Castle, where a short but sharp
engagement took place resulting in the complete defeat of the Royalists, some 80 being
killed, amongst whom was probably Sir
Walter Innes himself, and nearly 900 taken
prisoners, including Lord Reay, who was sent
captive to Edinburgh, and detained for some
time. Lord Ogilvy and Lewis, Marquess of
Huntly, who were on the Royalist side, having
their quarters a t the Church of Mortlach,
escaped. Thus ended this premature insurrection which, had it been delayed till the arrival
of Montrose, might have been attended with a
very different result.
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Sir Robert Innes, 1st Baronet of Balvenie,
married three times, and had a son, Sir
Walter, who married, in 1624, Lilias, daughter
of Sir John Grant of Grant, by whom he had
Sir Robert, 3rd Baronet, whoso wife was Janet
Gordon of Haddo, widow of George Morrison
of Pitfour. Sir Robert had at least five children, but none survived him and when he
died in 1689 he was succeeded by the Rev.
George Innes, son of Colonel James Innes, a
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second cousin, who thereupon took the title of
4th Baronet. The Inneses of Edingight now
represent this family and hold the baronetcy
of Balvenie. Both Sir Robert a n d Sir Walter
were great supporters of the Crown during the
Civil War and in consequence their estates becoming heavily involved in debt, Balvenie had
to be sold, in 1658, to Colonel Sutherland of
Kinminity, near Keith. But previous to this
the lands were for a very short time in the
hands of Sir Alexander Innes of Coxton as is
shown in the Register of the Great Seal under
date 11th June 1658. "The Protector g r a n t s to
Sir Alexander Innes of Coxtoune, knight, the
davach of the lands and mains of Balvenie.
etc., etc. Also the lands, lordship and barony
of Balvenie, with the manor-place, castles,
towers, fortalices, teinds, etc., thereof—(and
many other lands)."
The above appears to have been only a temporary arrangement, for James Sutherland,
laird of Kinminity, a cadet ol Lord Duffus, is
described as the owner in the same year. In
July 1665 Alexander Sutherland, younger of
Kinminity, and his wife, J e a n Forbes, had a
sasine, in his father's lifetime of the lands and
lordship of Balvenie, the lands and barony of
Botriphnie and Aberlour and the town and
lands of Kinminity. On the same date William Sutherland, described as "brother Germ a n to Lord Duffus," was granted a Sasine of
"àne yeirlie rent of five hundreth and fourtie
punds Scots, to be uplifted f u r t h of ye mains
of Balvenie." I t would appear t h a t the Sutherlands abandoned their hold on Balvenie in
1669 whilst retaining Kinminity, for in September of t h a t
year, Alexander Fraser,
younger of Philorth, had a Sasine of the lands
and lordship of Balvenie "with the advocatione
and donatione of the paroche Church of Aberlour and chaplainrie of Boharme, with the
pertinents. He was eldest son of Alexander
Fraser, 10th of Philorth. who succeeded in the
right of his mother (Margaret Abernethy,
daughter of George. 7th Lord Saltoun) to the
barony of Saltoun. and took his seat in Parliament as the 10th Lord Saltoun. in the following year. Alexander Fraser, younger of
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Philorth (from 1669 styled Master of Saltoun),
was born in 1630 and, having married three
times, died, in his father's lifetime, in 1682.
I t is not recorded for how long the Master of
Saltoun held Balvenie. His name appears in
the Roll of Barons and Freeholders of Banffshire, 1688, but this is probably an error, a s
Arthur Forbes, brother of Walter Forbes of
Blackton, who had been, according to Baird, a
trooper in the Guards, had by then appeared
upon the scene, and claimed ownership of a t
least a p a r t of the estate, of which he had a,
charter in 1670 and was infeft in the property
the next year.
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Disputed Possession.
Balvenie then became the subject of much
litigation amongst the claimants to the estate,
who founded upon some asserted flaw in the
conveyance by Lord Ochiltree, as trustee for
Lord Saltoun, to Sir Robert Innes in 1615.
There is a story of one of the litigants, James
Abernethy, an advocate and brother of Alexander Abernethy, 1st Laird of Mayen, a cousin
of Lord Saltoun, who perpetrated an extraordinary fraud. Baird describes him as "a
manager of the cause, a sly fellow." He went
t o London in 1657 and having seen Oliver
Cromwell, he got an order to Lenthall, then
Master of Rolls, to inspect the Scottish records,
which were in the Tower, on the pretence t h a t
some personal papers belonging to Lord Saltoun had been carried to London by mistake.
Taking advantage of this permission he then
tore out three leaves, which were against his
interest, from the Records of the Court of Session of 1605. James Abernethy's crime was not
discovered for some time. He died about 1664,
having imparted his secret to Alexander of
Mayen, who concealed the matter to save his
brother's memory, but before his own death in
1683 he told his nephew, James Ogilvie, t h a t
they were built into the wall of the house ol
Mayen (now the Mains of Mayen), where they
remained till 1692, when they were discovered
and replaced by order of the Court of Session.
In consequence of the above there was much
dispute as to the ownership of Balvenie and
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though Arthur Forbes claimed to be the legal
proprietor a good deal of trouble ensued. I n
July 1680 there was a Complaint t o the PrivyCouncil by Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh, his Majesty's Advocate, and J e a n Gordon. widow of Patrick Gordon and Alexander,
Master of Saltoun, for his interest as follows:
—"The Master of Saltoun being in peaceable
possession of the lands of Balveny for many
years and Jean Gordon being his t e n a n t and
having a tack of several years yet to run, and
she having continued with her children and
family in peaceable possession thereof since
her husband's decease, t r u e it is t h a t A r t h u r
Forbes, brother to Walter Forbes of Blacktoune, accompanied by William Forbes of Skellater, John Forbes of Invernitie, William
Forbes, his lawful son, J a m e s Stewart of Lesmurdie, Alexander Stewart, his lawful son,
James Thomsone, clerk of the regality of Kildrummie, Lewis Crichtoune, brother of Viscount Frendraught, Thomas Seatone, son-inlaw of the said Arthur and Alexander Dumbar.
messengers, with other accomplices, all armed
with swords, pistols, hagbuts, etc., came on 4th
May 1680, to her house and took possession
thereof, and refused to move, and disturbed
her in labouring the l a n d : and the Master of
Saltone, being confident of redress, refrained
from violently repelling the invasion.
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"The Lords find the r i o t proven against
Arthur Forbes and ordain J e a n Gordon to be
restored to the possession of her house and
ordain Arthur Forbes to lie in the Tolbooth of
Edinburgh till a certificate signed by the
Sheriff is produced, of the pursuer's repossession (and longer d u r i n g the Council's
pleasure), and also ordain him to pay 16s Scots
and 8s Scots per diem to each of the horsemen
and footmen compearing as witnesses f o r the
space of 28 days and t h a t before his liberation.
And having considered the deposition by J e a n
Gordon as to the damage and expenses sustained by her, they ordain A r t h u r Forbes to
pay her the sum of 500 merks before his liberation."
As a counterblast to t h e above, there is also
a Complaint by Arthur Forbes of Balveny and

Ba

nf
fs

hi
re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

others against Alexander, Master of Saltoun,
for troubling Arthur in the possession of his
lands and threatening the other complainers,
his tenants. I t appears t h a t Arthur Forbes
"conform to several decreets of the Lords of
the Council of Session, entered in May 1680 and
took possession of the lands and lordship of
Balvenie by holding courts and uplifting the
rents and duties and, according to his right
and possession, he caused warn Mistress Jean
Gordone, who was formerly tenant in the
Mains of Balveny, to flit and remove from his
house of Balveny, which she accordingly did
a t Whitsunday, 1681—but Alexander, Master of
Saltoune, endeavouring by all means to
trouble the complainer in his possession, in
October 1680, accompanied by divers persons
came to the lands of Balveny and there caused
J a m e s Andersone in Westertoune his pretendit
bailie, to hold and fence a court and cite and
warn the tenants in his own name as if he had
been the only heritor and proprietor of the
lands; and on the very day after Jean Gordon
removed from the house and Mains of Balveny,
the Master gave a new tack thereof to James
Gordone, tenant in Parkbeg, a person guiltie
of murder, who came with John Cheyne his
servant and others and violently possessed
.himself of the house and Mains and threatened
the tenants who would not pay his duties,
cast his peats and perform other services."
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A New Owner.
I t also appears t h a t the cattle belonging to
Arthur Forbes were driven away. The result
was t h a t the Master of Saltoun was found
"not guilty" of a riot and the Lords remitted
the debated point of right to the Judge Ordinary.
They also found Arthur Forbes
"guilty of ane insolence and cryme in regard
of his absence a t the barre to receive sentence,
and ordaines letters of horning to be direct
upon 48 hours." It seems t h a t Arthur Forbes
had been in the Edinburgh Tolbooth ever since
1680 so it was a little hard that he should have
been put to the horn for not appearing ' to receive sentence." That Arthur Forbes owned
only a part of Balvenie in 1670 is pointed out
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by William Baird who says that Forbes never
had sufficient money to support his purchase
"nor a great capacity for business" b u t he obtained a f u r t h e r portion in 1679 and so "got
possession of the lordship of Balveny" which
was hotly disputed for some time. To quote
once more from Baird: "While A r t h u r Forbes
was carrying on his purchase as well as he
could, he became acquainted with Alexander
Duff of Braco and his f a t h e r , Alexander Duff
of Keithmore, who lived in the neighbourhood
of Balveny, and Braco was employed as his
Agent a t first, b u t they soon parted. And it
is reasonable to think, from what followed
afterwards, t h a t Braco had formed pretty
early a design on the purchase of Balveny,
which a man of much less sagacity t h a n he
would easily see Arthur Forbes h a d neither
money nor ability to conduct." So Alexander
Duff proceeded to lend Forbes money before
1676, then he bought u p a great many of
Forbes' debts as well as the wadsets and
appraisings on a considerable p a r t .of the
estate, amounting to £21,000 Scots, whereby he
obtained possession of Balvenie by adjudication in 1687. Arthur Forbes attempted later
to upset this decision, claiming t h a t Braco had
used violence in executing the decreet of removing upon him and his tenants, b u t nothing came of it and Forbes died about 1694. The
lawsuits about the property were destined to
go on for many years and were only finally
settled in 1743.
Alexander Duff, who was born in 1652, lived
occasionally a t t h e Castle of Balvenie. His
father, Alexander of Keithmore, and his uncle,
John of Bowmakellack, had, when young men,
been with Montrose in some of his campaigns,
so the family was not unacquainted with the
perils of Civil War and was to receive a reminder of them in 1689. In t h a t year General
Mackay had put a garrison of two companies
of the Laird of Grant's Regiment, under the
command of Captain Gordon and Captain
Grant of Dunlugas, into Balvenie Castle, and
because it was a convenient post between the
Highlands and Lowlands, it was made into a
magazine of victual f o r t h e use of the Govern-
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ment forces. At t h a t time Alexander Duff of
Braco had (according to his own statement) 500
bolls of meal in his girnells in the Castle.
These were taken possession of by General
Mackay's orders, given to Sir George Gordonof Edinglassie, Sheriff Principal of Banffshire,
then commander of a troop of horse, and were
detained by his men and appropriated for the
use of General Mackay's army. After the
battle of Killiecrankie, when the Government
troops had fled from Balvenie, within an hour
of their departure some of Dundee's soldiers
entered the Castle and seized the whole remainder of the meal, which was then stated to
amount to "four hundred and thretty bolls or
thereby." Alexander Duff put in a claim to
the Committee for Security of the Kingdom in
J u l y 1695 for compensation for the loss of his
meal, stating t h a t the household a t Balvenie
had suffered much during t h a t time, t h a t his
house had been made free with during his absence, which was particularly hard, as he himself was attending the Meeting of Estates in
Edinburgh, and f u r t h e r t h a t his father, an old
man of seventy, had been taken out of his own
house, which was plundered and destroyed and
he himself kept in a starving condition, until
he had payed a ransom. The Committee found
t h a t 430 bolls meal seized and carried away by
Dundee's troops was a debt due by the count r y and t h a t the petitioner ought to be satisfled and paid of the price of it.
Important Strategic Point.
Alexander Duff of Braco, who died in 1705,
was succeeded by his only son, William Duff
of Braco, born 1685. He was well educated
both a t home and a t Leyden, studying law and
the classics, but a f t e r the death of his father,
ho made an unfortunate marriage with Helen
Taylor, an excellent woman, though older
than himself and much beneath him in social
position. I t is said t h a t regret for having contracted this marriage brought on a melancholy which lasted throughout his life. William Duff and his wife lived a t Balvenie Castle
a f t e r he succeeded to it and the outbreak of
the Rising of 1715 found them in residence
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there He was not a Jacobite, though he had
sympathy in t h a t direction. Among the State
Papers there is an interesting Memorial sent
by Sir Adam Cockburn to the Government in
1715. I t is headed "Proposals f o r securing the
peace and preventing the Insults a n d Insurrections of the Highlanders and Jacobites and
maintaining a Pass a t the Castle of Balvenie"—
"This Castle lyes upon the confines of t h e
Shires of Banff, Aberdeen and M u r r a y and of
the Highland countries in their shires, it's of
a considerable strength lying directly between
the Earle of Huntly's High a n d Low country
estates.
"If it fall into the hands of the Highlanders,
or of any persons disaffected t o the Government, it may be very uneasie to the Low count r y aud be a place of Garrison to them for
keeping Magasines of Provisions etc. f o r their
communication with Low Country Jacobites.
"William Duff of Braco, who is well affected
to the Government, is Heritor and dwells in it
a n d has lately made it very strong f o r his own
security. If he gets the assurance of the Government, he is willing to m a i n t a i n t h a t post
upon his own charges and if he gets a commission or w a r r a n t with two or three hundred stand of a r m s and some ammunition
from the Government (seeing he cannot get
them to purchase for money) he will put a
garrison and guard about t h a t pass of 4 or
500 men and with the assistance of Brigadier
Grant's men and Colonel Grant's company and
other well affected persones in t h a t country
they may not only prevent the High and Low
Country Jacobites from Joyning the Earle of
Huntly's men, but likewise keep a balance and
secure the whole country in the three shires of
Murray, Banff and Aberdeen.
"Braco f r a n k l y offers his assistance and if
he had armes can f u r n i s h a considerable body
of men." (Signed) Adam Cockburn.
The Jacobite party, however, seem to have
cherishcd hopes of securing Braco's adhesion,
for in the Cess Roll of the County of Aberdeen, which still exists in the handwriting of
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John Forbes, the Collector of Cess, William
Duff, who appears in the parish of Glass, is
assessed a t the Single rate, whereas all Government adherents were forced by Mar's
orders to pay Double, t h a t is, twelve months
Cess instead of six.
More tangible proofs of his sympathy can
be shown. There is amongst the State Papers
a, letter from Mar to one of his trusted lieutenants, George Gordon of Carnousie, dated
from the Camp a t Perth, 28th Oct. 17i5, ordering Gordon to demand from "the Lady Braco"
the sum of £500 as William Duff's contribution
to the Jacobite Funds. "She refusing to pay
it, you are to require it from Dipple, William's
uncle and heir, and in case he also refuses,
you are hereby ordered to uplift that sum out
of the first and readiest of Braco's tenants.
Upon payment you a r e to deliver the passport
to Braco and the protection to his lady and
tenants." (The Passport is also among t h e
State Papers which perhaps argues t h a t it was
never delivered to William Duff.)
"Camp a t Perth, 28th October 1715.
"John, Earl of Mar, Commander in chief of
his Majesty's forces in Scotland.
"Permit William Duff of Braco to ship on
board any ship or vessell bound for any port
of France, Holland or Flanders from any seaport town in Scotland, and t h a t free of any
troubling, stop or Impediment and this to endure for three months after date. To all
Magistrates of Seaport towns and Masters of
Ships in Scotland."
There is also a letter of the same date—"To
all commanders and parties of his Majesty's
Force in Scotland, John Earl of Mar. Whereas
we have thought fitt to give our protection to
William Duff of Braco, his lady and tenants,
these a r e therefore discharging you to doe
any manner of h u r t to the persons of the said
William Duff, his lady and tenants, or to the
servants, houses, tennants or estates pertaining to the said William Duff, as you shall be
answerable a t your highest peril."
These documents also were probably never
delivered to the intended recipients.
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Another proof of Braco's Jacobite syrnpa-thies, or a t least of his kindness of heart, was
his offer, recorded by George Keith, an advocate of Aberdeen, to pay £10,000 for the reversal of the attainder of his friend, the Earl
Marischal, if this could be done, and a f t e r his
death a paper was found in t h e hand of his
"doer" ordering £500 to be paid to Mr Keith
to be remitted to the Earl Marischal, then a
penniless refugee in France. "This order," says
William Baird, "was dated a few days before
he died, was never given, and Braco was no
Shuffler."
In contradiction of the above, there is in existence a letter written by William Duff of
Braco to his brother-in-law Alexander Abercromby of Tilliebody. I t is dated f r o m Balvenio Castle, 11th Nov. 1715—
"Sir,—Since it was you who first infused t h e
principles of Loyalty in me for the Protestante
succession, according to my promise to the
Lord Justice Clerk and you, I shall maintain
this Castle against t h e Rebells, and not quitt
it, but with my life. I have kept a 100 men in
pay for six weeks past to .guard it to prevent
a surprise and I send you here enclosed a
copy of the Bond to which I have signed and
registered, as also published in all the Protestante churches where I have any concern
from the head of Glenrinnes to the sea, and
doubt not but thorough God's blessing we shall
a c t the pt. of honest men and good subjects
for King George. I wish those t h a t serve
faithfully had some encouragement from t h e
Government, since I neither desire nor expect
a n y t h i n g for myself. I am your affte. brother
and humble sert.
Wm. Duff."
The bond alluded to in the above letter is
also given as showing how f a i r l y he treated
his tenants—
"The Bond of Wm. Duff of Bracco to his
Loyal Vassals and Tenants. William Duff of
Bracco for the Encouraging of my Vassalls,
Tenants and other volunteers who shall happen
to be employed in defending with me t h e Castle
of Balvenie in case it shall be attacked by the
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Enemys of the Government., bind and oblige
me my heirs and successours to make good all
depredations or thefts which any man shall
suffer t h a t is called o r employed in the defence of this house as also t h a t every tenant
t h a t shall do his duty, if it be attacked and
besieged, shall be discharged of his rent for
this year 1715 and I shall pay a years Kent
f o r every subtenant or vassals tenant to their
respective masters and every servant shall
have t h e Compliment of a years wages and all
volunteers who have no land of me shall have
the same encouragement as the greatest possessor of any of my lands and if killed or sore
mutilate in defence of this place their widdows shall possess their respective leases during their life Gratis (and if unmarryed persons) their nearest relations shall have 2 years
r e n t or 2 years wages Gratis and I ordain my
bailiffs to record these presents in their Court
books and consent to the registration thereof.
"This bond is registered in the Court Books
of t h e Sheriff of Bamfshire."
Garrison at the Castle.
Though some of the references quoted above
seem t o contradict one another, yet there is
no doubt t h a t William Duff did garrison Balvenie Castle in 1715 and intended to hold it
against the Jacobites. I t was, however, never
attacked and he went abroad in the year 1716,
first to Holland and then to Hungary. It is
not stated why he abandoned Balvenie a t this
moment, but he appears to have left it
secretly, for a letter of the period from "a
gentleman in Murray to his correspondent in
Edinburgh, 1716" states t h a t "upon Braco's
leaving his house (after a meeting with the
Earl of Huntly) it was within a hairsbreadth
of falling into the Earl of Huntley's hands,
whose order to send the arms and ammunition
therein under a guard of 100 men to Gordon
Castle was already lodged in hands capable
effectually to execute it, but was prevented by
Colonel Grant's diligence." This was Colonel
William Grant of Ballindalloch who with his
men took over the command of Balvenie and
on February 11th, 1716, occupied Gordon Castle;
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Argyll with the Government forces h a d
reached Aberdeen on 7th February, but he-personally did not advance f u r t h e r into theHighlands. I t has been insinuated t h a t William Duff's support of the Hanoverian regime
was but half-hearted and t h a t in consequence
he wilfully absented himself, but there is no
actual evidence in support of this. Brigadier
Alexander Grant wrote to his brother-in-law.
Colonel William Grant, in December 1715, commending the care of Balvenie Castle to himand saying—"Surely you cannot want provisions so long as there a r e so many rebells who
have dwellings in your neighbourhood."
I t appears t h a t a f t e r William Duff's departure abroad, his wife, Helen Taylor, went
to live in Edinburgh and whilst there she received the following letter from Lord Huntly,
the Jacobite, afterwards 2nd Duke of Gordon,
from his prison in Edinburgh Castle, on 30th
J u n e 1716—
"Lady Braco.
"Excuse this trouble b u t I have present
necessitie for 20 guineas this day to pay it
without fail to a friend. If you can spare
them, send them by the bearer. I'll repay
them next week without faile. If you have
them not by you, pray get them and order my
servant to r e t u r n in the afternoon. I ask
this favour as ane addition t o your former,
for which you shall find me ever with gratitude
"your most affectionate friend and humble
servant,
Huntly."
From the above it may be gathered t h a t
Lord Huntly and Helen Taylor were a t any
rate on friendly terms, so possibly Huntly
may have attempted to influence William Duff
and in consequence t h e l a t t e r thought It
advisable to withdraw from the scene of
action.
After the suppression of t h e Rising, William
Duff put in a claim for the losses sustained by
his tenants in the neighbourhood of Keith "by
the passing and repassing of the King's troops
since the month of F e b r u a r y last to this pre-
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sent date, which is taken up from the said
tenants a t Keith this twentie-second day of
October 1716 and which the said tennants are
willing to make faith upon." The accounts,,
which are small, are not receipted. A few of
the items are here given as they arc of some
interest, showing the cost of food in those days
as well as indicating that Swiss and Dutch
troops were billeted on the crofters, who must
have found them strange companionsItem. James Young in Haughs declared there
was quartered on him eight of the Fusileers
2 days and 2 nights, having gott six dyetts,
which he computed a t a penny each.
Item. There was quartered on him six men of
the Dutch Regiment who gott 3 dyetts at a
penny each man.
Item. There was quartered on him of t h e
Swiss Regiment a Captain, a Serjeant and
two servants who gott 3 Dyetts.
Item. James Kelman had two of G r a n t s
soulders one night.
Item. John Shand of Maslie had 10 of the
Fusileersquartered on him two days who
had 6 Dyetts a t 18d each man his Dyett.
The Fusileers took from him 8 Foulls and
one firlot of oats.
The Castle Abandoned.
William Duff of Braco, having gone abroad,
joined Prince Eugene's army in Hungary and
was present a t the Siege of Belgrade on 16th
August 1717. It is said that he exposed himself
unnecessarily on the walls of that city, wantonly seeking death. He returned to Scotland
in the autumn of t h a t year and proceeded to
Balvenie Castle where he died by his own hand
in J a n u a r y 1718. The suicide is believed to
have taken place in a room in the tower.
After this event, Balvenie Castle ceased to be
occupied as a private residence. William Duff
had apparently tried to kill himself before
this, if the evidence of Lord Lovat is veracious
for the latter wrote to Sir James Grant ot
Grant in 1739: "The Laird of Bracco, who murder'd himself, was believed to be, for severall
years before, lunatick and mad, and attempted
to kill himself several times, abroad and a t
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home, before he gave the f a t a l stroak a t Balveny."
As was the custom in those days when a person committed suicide, his estate went to t h e
Crown. Apparently Lord Lovat h a d some
hopes of obtaining the escheat for himself, a t
least he states t h a t King George told him he
would have given it to Lord Lovat had he not
already promised it to Brigadier William Ker,
the 1st Duke of Roxburghe's brother, who was
then Groom of the Bed-chamber, and he sold
it to William Duff of Dipple, uncle of William
Duff of Braco, for several thousand pounds.
Balvenie was held by William Duff of Dipple
till his death in 1722 -when it became the property of his son. William Duff of Braco, afterwards Lord Braco (1735) and subsequently Earl
of Fife (1759). He doubtless, unwilling t o live
in a Castle with such tragic associations,
started to build the new house a t Balvenie in
1724 a t which date the old Castle of Balvenie
was unroofed when the process of its decay set
in and has only been recently arrested by the
splendid work of the Ancient Monuments of
Scotland Department. It seems a pity t h a t
William Duff, instead of building on a poor
site an expensive mansion a f t e r w a r d s abandoned, should not have spent money on preserving the ancient Castle of Balvenie, which
would then have been one of the finest dwellings, as it is now one of the most interesting
ruins in the North.
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New House of Balvenie.
The new House of Balvenie, in the square
French style, took some years t o build, and
amongst the family papers there is a receipted
bill, dated March 1726, marked "Accompt of the
Horse hyres paid for c a r r y i n g stones to the
Boat of Fiddich f o r the House of Balvenie."
I t has often been stated t h a t it was never
occupied, but this is incorrect as the family of
Lord Braco lived in it for some years and
several of his children were born there. Many
letters were also written to and f r o m it and
a n inventory exists of f u r n i t u r e there, dated
1764, and another list of articles broken during the family's s t a y in t h e new house. There
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a r e also references to its occupation in the
family correspondence, e.g., Thomas Innes of
Muiryfold writing to William Duff on 13th
J u n e 1727 says, "I shall be glad to know that
ye your lady and children gott safe to Balvenie," and Lord Braco writes to his wife in
1736 "there never was more stormie weather
than since I left Balvenie." There is a delightful anecdote of James, 2nd Earl of Fife,
during the time the family lived there. He
and another brother (presumably Alexander,
afterwards 3rd Earl) were allowed to go to a
f a i r a t Dufftown (then known as Laighie) and
each had been given a shilling to spend. The
brother soon spent his gift, but James brought
the money home again, remarking that "he
had seen naething he liket better nor the
shilling." The second Earl also frequently
stayed a night a t Balvenie, on his way north,
as shown by his own letters, 1769-1771.
William Duff, Lord Braco, was concerned for
many years in a dispute about the estate of
Balvenie which Alexander Duff had obtained
from Arthur Forbes. In 1732 Miss Mally Seton
claimed a right to Arthur Forbes' estate by a
disposition from him and before this case between her and William Duff, Alexander Duff's
nephew and ultimate heir, could be determined,
Arthur's nephew and heir granted a bond of
the whole estate to William Keith of Bruxie,
who in consequence brought an action of reduction and improbation against Lord Braco,
and the process lasted twenty-two sessions before the Court in Edinburgh, but was a t last
settled amicably in 1743. There is a MSS. account of this case, covering a roll of forty
feet long.
A Last Reference.
The last historical reference to the Castle of
Balvenie occurs in 1746 when Ludovick Grant
of Grant, who had been in possession of Castle
Forbes on behalf of the Government, marched
from there to Balvenie, where they meant to
quarter in the Old Castle. In a letter from
Ludovick Grant to his father, Sir James,
written from Strathbogie on 24th March 1746,
he says, "So we marched from Castle Forbes
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to Balvinie and designed for the old Castle
there; but findeing t h e rooff of the house
broke, and imagineing we were in noe danger,
ordered fires to be putt, one for us in the new
house and igott all our people accomodate in
the low parts of the house (i.e. the Castle?).
We thought ourselves quite secure, as non of
the rebells were, we believed, nearer then
Fochabers, and the King's troups being a t
Strathbogie, which was equallie near u s ; but
about twelve a t night Boginduie came running
to us, and told us he had certain information
we were to be attacked befor day, or earlie in
the morning, for t h a t there were above 300,
within two miles of us. This information he
had from a minister, and i t proved true, f o r
they were opposite to Arndillie, and some of
them towards Mulben, who could have been
with us in ane hower. Upon this we gott all
o u r people togither and marched t o Bellindalloch under silence of night."
I t seems odd t h a t Ludovic G r a n t who lived
so near should not have known t h a t Balvenie
Castle had been unroofed for 22 y e a r s ! The
new House of Balvenie was abandoned by the
Duff family in 1741 (when Lord Braco bought
Rothiemayand went t o live there), the last
occasion on which the house was used, being
the ball given by Lord Macduff (afterwards
Duke of Fife) in 1878. T h e r e a f t e r it remained
empty until in J a n u a r y 1892 it was acquired
by the Glenfiddich Distillery f r o m the Laird
of Aberlour who had held it for a short
period.
In 1929 it was finally pulled down, the stones
being used to build malt barns. The fine leaden
coat, with the arms of Lord Braco, which used
t o ornament the f r o n t of the house, being
given away by the kindness of Mr John Grant,
was re-erected outside the Glenbarry Hotel.
The subsequnt owners of Balvenie Castle
(from the death of William, Lord Braco and
lst Lord Fife in 1763) were J a m e s 2nd Earl, who
in a letter to the Duke of Grafton in 1765
alludes to his "house a t Balvenie where he frequently resides," he died in 1809; Alexander 3rd
Earl, to 1811; J a m e s 4th Earl, t o 1857; J a m e s
5th Earl, to 1879; Alexander 6th Earl and first

b

66

Ba

nf
fs

hi
re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

Duke, to 1912, a f t e r which date it came into
the hands of the Fife Trustees, who, on 19th
December 1928, handed it over to the Office of
Works.
Since t h a t date the structure has been thoroughly overhauled, the foundations of the
buildings against the north and west walls
uncovered, the well in the close cleaned out,
the outside ditch, with its stone-revetted side,
cleared to its original depth, and the whole
building reverently and carefully preserved
for f u t u r e generations.
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