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The annual meeting of the Club was held at
Banff this evening, Sheriff More, president, in
the chair.
Annual Report.
Dr M'Pherson, joint secretary, presented the
annual report in these terms—
Our Club has now reached a very respectable age and I have the honour to submit t o
you the fifty-fourth Annual Report.
Our meetings during the year have not been
very numerous and our general activities
under the average of our best years. We are
thankful to say, however, that the Club is
still functioning, and t h a t i t is performing a
valuable public duty in recording and handing down to posterity much knowledge about
our county and its neighbourhood t h a t will be
of great benefit to future historians.
At the concluding meeting of 1932, Mr Wm.
Barclay, Editor of the Banffshire Journal, contributed a paper on persons, families, and
institutions belonging to or associated with
Alvah, together with historical notes on t h e
parish. Mr Barclay's paper was of much local
interest. It was greatly appreciated by the
members present, and he was cordially
thanked for his contribution.
At an ordinary meeting of the Club on 21st
February, a paper contributed by Dr J . Malcolm Bulloch, London, was read by the Secretary. The subject of the paper was "The
Seton Claim on Fyvie." The reading of the
paper led to a general discussion, and at the
close of the meeting a hearty vote of thanks
was passed to Dr Bulloch for his valuable
contribution to local history
At our meeting on March 15th. the business
was to hear a paper on "The Ogilvies of
Bognie," by Mr Alastair N. Taylor of Glenbarry. Mr Tayler, who was accompanied by
his sister. Miss Henrietta Tayler, received a
cordial welcome from a large audience. The
paper contained a mass of interesting matter
and dealt with the varying fortunes of a
family which had not only g r e a t influence in
the near neighbourhood of Banff, but had
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played a prominent p a r t in national affairs
in critical times of Scottish history. At the
close of the meeting Sheriff More conveyed
to Mr Tayler the thanks of t h e Club for his
very valuable and comprehensive address. The
Chairman took occasion t o convey the Club's
hearty welcome to Miss Tayler, who collaborates with her brother in his researches into
local history.
The final meeting of the winter session was
held on April 11th. The speaker was one of
our most valued members, Rev. J . M. M'Pherson, D.D., minister of Forglen. He read a paper
on "The Famine Tears in the North-East, 16951700, 1741, and 1782." The writer had made a
scholarly examination of the civil and ecclesiastical records of the period and drew arresting pictures of the hardships undergone by our
forefathers in these trying times. The paper
was very interesting and highly appreciated.
The annual summer meeting of the Club was
held on Saturday, 15th July. The venue this
year was Kildrummy Castle, and a company
of about forty travelled there under favourable conditions. At the meeting a t the Castle
Sheriff More presided, and the company welcomed Dr Douglas Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University, who gave an interesting account of the history of the ancient building.
After the lecture, Dr Simpson conducted the
party over the castle and noted its architectural features. The lecturer paid warm tribute
to the late proprietor, Col. Ogston, who had
done a great deal to repair and preserve the
building.
After tea in the Kildrummy Hotel, Sheriff
More, on behalf of the Club, thanked Dr Simpson for having given them the benefit of his
wonderful knowledge and guidance, and for
the great assistance he had always given the
Club. On the motion of ex-Provost Gordon, a
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the
joint secretaries. Owing to the unsuitable
weather the proposed examination of the Picts
house a t Glen Clova was postponed till next
year, when the Club has been kindly invited
by Mr Penny Craik to visit Craig Castle.
As you will hear from the Treasurer's Report the finances of the Club a r e in a healthy
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condition, and the list of members is well
maintained. We mourn the loss of one of our
Vice-Presidents and a former President, Professor William Craib, of Aberdeen University,
He was one of Banff's most distinguished sons.
He identified himself with many of the activities of the Club. In conjunction with his old
friend and our excellent Secretary, Mr John
Yeats, he edited and produced for the Club in
1912, "The Flora of Banffshire." This is an
exhaustive botanical survey of the County of
Banff, and by its compilation Professor Craib
did great service to his native county. It is
fitting that we should record in our minutes
our sincere regret a t the great loss to Science
entailed by his death.
The report was adopted, and Dr M'Pherson
was thanked for presenting it.
Finances.
The Treasurer, Mr Braid, reported that there
was a balance carried forward from the beginning of the year of £220 13s 71/2dand the income
was £25 17s 1d, making a total income of £246
10s 81/2d.The expenditure was £25 12s 9d, so
that "the balance to be carried forward was
several shillings better than last year. There
were three life members, five hon. members
and 87 ordinary members.
Sheriff More was re-elected president as were
all the other office-bearers.
There were read papers which had been prepared by Dr J . M. Bulloch on the Gordons of
Myrieton and the Stewarts of Drumin and
Pittyvaich, also a paper prepared by Dr
Douglas Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University, on Kildrummy Castle. On the motion
of Mr Braid it was agreed that Dr Douglas
Simpson be elected an hon. member, and the
warm thanks of the Club were extended to the
writers of the papers.
The papers were in these terms—
THE GORDONS OF MYRIETON.
The lands of Myrieton, in the parish of
Grange—there are reveral places of the name
throughout Scotland—were occupied in the
seventeenth century by Thomas Gordon, son
of Robert Gordon of Auchinhalrig, the founder

