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The annual meeting of the Club was held a t
Banff this evening, the president, Sheriff J. W.
More, in the chair.
The Secretary, Dr C. S. M'Pherson, presented
t h e annual report as follows:—
The Secretary's report is designed to be a
brief record of the doings of the year. With a
view to completeness he must begin the report
of each year by stating what was done a t the
a n n u a l meeting of the previous year.
At last year's annual meeting we had a
cheerful report on the finances of the Club, the
accounts showing a credit balance of £243
19s 2d.
A paper contributed by J . M. Bulloch, Esq.,
LL.D., London, and read by the Secretary,
dealt with "The Gordons of Letterfourie and
t h e Baronetcy of Gordon." The writer traced
in g r e a t detail and with admirable clearness
t h e history of a notable Banffshire family.
Coming to the present year, our first meeting
was held on 18th February. The principal
business was a paper contributed by Alex.
Bremner, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.E., Aberdeen,
on "Some Incidents in the Glacial and Postg l a c i a l History of the Banff District." The
paper dealt specially with the valley of the
Deveron in the vicinity of Banff. I t showed
t h a t t h e course of the river had been considerably altered during and after the three
ice visitations which the district had experienced.
On l8th March we had a welcome and much
appreciated visit from an old and true friend
of t h e Club—Alastair N. Tayler, Esq., of Glenbarry. He read a lengthy and scholarly paper
on the "Marquis of Montrose in Banffshire."
Mr Tayler held the close attention of the audience while he detailed the exploits of this dashing soldier, and described very fully his doings
within the bounds of the county.
On 4th March a t a meeting of the Club Mr
Wm. Barclay, one of our past presidents, inti-
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mated that the diary of an Aberdeenshire
farmer, Mr John Allardice, Lower Plaidy, had
come into his hands. It deals in great detail'
with local and national affairs during the
years 1815-1826. Mr Barclay gave a synopsis of
its contents and the meeting resolved unanimously to print the diary in the Transactions of
the Club on account of its outstanding interest. This is one of the most interesting and.
valuable contributions of recent years and on
the motion of the President Mr Barclay was
cordially thanked.
On 29th April a t an ordinary meeting of the
Club Rev. W. S. Bruce, D.D., P.E.S.E.. read a
paper on the "Evolution and Life History of
the Earth." The address was well received and
led to a useful discussion, taken part in by
many of the members present.
On 19th of July the Club held its summer
meeting, and as the Club met f o r the first time
on 17th July 1880, the opportunity was taken ot
celebrating our jubilee. We had associated
with us a large number of members of the
Morayshire Field Club and of the Elgin Litera r y and Scientific Association. The party,
numbering about 80, first visited Boyne Castle.
Dr Douglas Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen
University, described the architectural features of the ruin and gave details of its history..
Findlater Castle was next visited. Dr Simpson
again acted as guide. He pointed out the special features of the site and gave a short
address on the salient points of its history.
Under his expert guidance the company made
a close inspection of the ruins. At tea in the
Seafield Church Hall, Cullen, Sheriff More presided and in his address he referred to the fact
t h a t the Club was that day celebrating t h e
fiftieth anniversary of its foundation. Congratulations were conveyed to the Club on behalf of the Elgin visitors by Rev. George
Birnie, Speymouth.

b

216

At a meeting held on 22nd October a letter
was read from Dr Douglas Simpson offering to
make a thorough archaeological survey of Findlater Castle, write an account of it, make
plans and place these a t the disposal of the
Club for publication. His offer was gladly ac-
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cepted. At the same meeting a letter was read
from Miss Hutcheson, Finnard, Duntruan Terrace, Broughty Ferry, stating that her late
uncle, Alex. Hutcheson, Esq., Herschel House.
Broughty Ferry, had made a collection of all
the published works of the late Dr Cramond.
Cullen. These she offered to the Field Club.
This offer was gladly accepted. Dr Cramond
was an enthusiastic member of the Club and
had contributed very freely to its Transactions. The members present expressed their
great pleasure t h a t a collection so valuable
and interesting should have been given to the
Club for safe keeping.
Dr M'Pherson, Joint Secretary, then read a
paper by J . M. Bulloch, Esq., LL.D., on the
"Duke of Gordon's Kingdom in 1815." The
writer dealt a t great length with the estates
of the Gordons in the beginning of the Nineteenth Century. These were extended very
widely over the North and North-Fast of Scotland. The extracts were listened to with pleasure by the meeting and it was felt that the
entire paper with its mass of interesting detail would prove a very valuable addition to
the Transactions of the Club.
On 27th November a t an ordinary meeting of
the Club, Malcolm Gray, Esq., solicitor, Buckie,
read a paper on "The Footprints of Ninian.'
The writer had collected a mass of valuable
material with regard to this early Christian
missionary. These materials were handled in
a skilful and scholarly way and the address
was highly appreciated by the members present.
On 4th December under the auspices of
the Club a lecture was delivered in
Trinity Church Hall by Kenneth Ferguson, Esq., Secretary of the Association
for the Preservation of Rural Scotland.
Sheriff More presided over a fair audience.
Colonel Tennant of Lochnabo, Morayshire,
gave a short introductory address on the aims
and objects of the Association. Mr Ferguson
took as the subject of his lecture "Scotland
made or marred " He impressed upon Local
Authorities the necessity of seeing that the
beauty spots of our country were not marred
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by hideous advertisements or by buildings out
of keeping with their surroundings. The lecture was illustrated by cleverly suggestive pictures thrown on the screen.
It will be seen from this short survey t h a t
the Club has been quite active during the year.
The material added to the Transactions during
the year will compare favourably in quantity,
if not in quality, with any former year of its
history. We feel, however, t h a t we would welcome more contributions dealing with t h e
flora and f a u n a of our neighbourhood. There
are still some keen botanists, geologists and
bird-lovers amongst us and we hope to have
contributions from them during the coming
year.
During the year we lost one of our oldest
and best members. In my last annual report
I referred with pleasure to the fact t h a t Rev.
Robert H. Calder, M.A., for 43 years minister
of Glenlivet, had gifted £100 to the Club. Mr
Calder passed to his rest on 6th May. Heleaves behind him f r a g r a n t memories. His
loss is deeply mourned by many friends and
by none more t h a n by those who knew him as
a loyal and devoted member of this Club.
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The publications of Dr Cramond presented
by Miss Hutcheson are:—
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1881—Communion Tokens in the Presbytery of
Fordyce (leaflet).
1885—The Church and Churchyard of Deskford.
1885—The Presbytery of Fordyce.
1885—The Church and Churchyard of Rathven
1886—The Church and Churchyard of Boyndie.
1886—The Church and Churchyard of Fordyce..
1886—The Church and Churchyard of Ordiquhill.
1887—Elgin Cathedral and Marjory Gilzean.
1887—Charters, Books and Sasines, &c., of
Burgh of Cullen.
1887—Charters, Books of Sasines, &c., of Burgh
of Banff.
1888—Illegitimacy in Banffshire.
1888—The Annals of Cullen. 2nd Edition.
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1889-The Penny Guide to Cullen.
1890—The Church of Speymouth.
1890—The Bede House of Rathven.
1892—The Penny Guide to Cullen. 2nd Edition.
1892—The Castle and the Lords of Balveny.
1893—A Banffshire Man in New Zealand.
1893—The Making of a Banffshire Burgh—Macduff.
1894—On Stra'finla Top—Auchinblae.
1894—The Annals of Fordoun.
1894—The Milnes of Banff and Neighbourhood.
1895—On Scots Drink.
1896—Life in Elgin 350 Years Ago.
1897—Grantown and District.
1897—Records of Kirk Session of Elgin, 15841779.
1897—The Regality of Grant.
1898—The Church of Grange.
1899—Municipal Life in Elgin in the 16th Century.
1900—The Churches of St Andrews-Lhanbryd.
1900—The Church of the Parish of Alves.
1900—Rothiemay House.
1903—The Church of Birnie.
1903—1. Relics of the Poll Book of Banffshire.
2. The Barony Courts of Banffshire.
3. Genealogy of the Allans of Easter
Crombie.
1906—Records of the Synod of Moray.
No. date—The Church of Keith.
No date—The Church and Priory of Urquhart.
No date—The Church of Aberdour.
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The Chairman expressed the gratitude of the
meeting to Dr M'Pherson for his exhaustive report, and it was adopted.
The financial statement for the year was
also presented. It showed t h a t a t 11th December 1929 there was a balance on hand of £230
1s 6d and t h a t a t the close of the year the
balance was £228 12s 2d. The membership numbered 93.
There was read a short paper from Rev. Dr
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W. S. Bruce on Birds. I t was entitled A Talk
on Birds. I t gave rise t o some interesting conversation, and t h a n k s were expressed to Dr
Bruce f o r his contribution.
There was intimated t h e resignation by Mr
J o h n Tough of the position of t r e a s u r e r of t h e
C1ub. I t was received with regret, a n d there
was passed a warm vote of t h a n k s to him for
a l l the admirable work ho had done in t h a t
connection over many years. Mr F. L. Braid
was appointed treasurer in his place. All the
other office-bearers were re-elected with acclamation.

b

220

