b

Transactions

lu

OF THE

Ba
n

ffs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

B A N F F S H I R E F I E L D CLUB.

THE
STRATHMARTINE
TRUST

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward
this publication is gratefully acknowledged.

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk

73

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

The animal meeting of the Club was held at
Banff this evening, Sheriff J. W. More presiding.
A letter was read from Rev. R. H. Calder,
formerly of Glenlivet, in the following terms .75 Ann Street,
Stonehaven, 12th November 1929.
Dear Dr M'Pherson,—Many thanks for your
letter of 7th inst. with reference to my recent
gift to the Club, and for extract from the
minutes of the Club, which I am very pleased
to have. I am gratified, indeed, to find that
the gift is so much appreciated by the Club,
and that it is likely to prove useful and helpful. I have no doubt the Club will manage
the fund to the very best advantage.
As regards the little I did in the way of
contributing to the Club's transactions, which
was a real pleasure to me, I desire gratefully
to acknowledge the kindness and encouragement I always received from the members of
the Club and from the Banffshire Journal.
With best wishes for the continued prosperity
of the Club, and with kindest regards to yourself.—Yours sincerely,
R.
H. CALDER.
Annual Reports.
The Joint Secretary, Dr C. S. M'Pherson, presented the report on the year's activities of
the Club—
The past year has been one of moderate
activity. The Club has held six meetings, and
papers were read of considerable interest.
At our first meeting in January Rev. Dr
Bruce read a paper on "The Mentality and
Habits of Birds," and again in April Dr Bruce
discoursed on "Birds: their Migration and
Mating." The writer has made a lifelong
study of birds and their habits, and his papers
were listened to with much pleasure and led
to animated discussion.
,
In March we had with us one of our Club's
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best friends and most valued contributors,
Alistair N. Tayler, Esq., of Glenbarry, who
read a paper on "The Lords Banff." He
sketched in very full detail the history of a
family which had been in former times very
closely associated with the Royal Burgh of
Banff. In this and similar papers which Mr
Tayler has contributed, and, I hope, will continue to contribute, t o our Transactions, he is
doing much valued service in preserving for us
the history of our County a n d of the leading
families during preceding centuries.
In September, we had a pleasurable visit
from Mr John G. White, M.A., The Orphanage,
Aberlour
Mr White delivered an exhaustive
address on the "Tuberous Begonia" with notes
on how to raise double sweet-scented varieties.
The lecturer treated in an interesting fashion
the history of the begonia since its introduction from Bolivia in the middle of the last
century. His lecture was illustrated by beautiful blooms from the Aberlour Orphanage
Gardens. He depicted in detail the methods
he had pursued t o produce the sweet-scented
double begonia with which his name has become associated.
Many lovers of flowers
were present, a n d listened with keen interest
to the words of so great an expert.
At the November meeting there was read a
paper by Dr J . Malcolm Bulloch on "A Cabrach Minister's Loan to a Laird." Dr Bulloch's able paper threw interesting sidelights
on a rather shady economic transaction which
left a Cabrach minister lamenting.
The most important and most gratifying
item in the year's Transactions was the announcement made a t the November meeting
that the Rev. Robert H. Calder, M.A., had
gifted to the Club the handsome sum of 100
guineas "to be invested and the interest to be
applied towards defraying the expenses of
printing and publishing the Club's Transactions, and to such other purpose in the interests
of the Club as the members may determine."
Mr Calder was parish minister of Glenlivet
for 43 years. He was a loyal and active member of the Club and contributed to its Transactions many papers of high value. In 1914
he wrote "The Brownie," in 1918 "The Kirk
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Wood" and "Pools in the River Livet," in 1919
"The Battle of Glenlivet," in 1921 "Holdings
in the Glen," and in 1922, "Folk-Lore and
Superstition." Mr Calder has also published
many charming pieces in verse and in his
"Heron with the sair hurt wing," he sings
with the genius of a poet.
The fund has been invested, and the report
a t each annual meeting of intromissions with
the "Calder Fund" will serve to keep green
the memory of one who has served the Club
so well.
While the numbers of our ordinary meetings,
&c., will compare quite favourably with former
years, we regret t h a t there was no summer
meeting.
Proposals were made for a joint
meeting with the Morayshire Club in June, but
the arrangements fell through. It is hoped
that during the coming year we may have
a n excursion to some part of the county
which the Club has not yet visited.
We regret to note that since our last meeting one of our Vice-Presidents and a former
President has passed away.
Mr George D.
Thomson, M.A., Kindrought, was for long a
loyal member, and did much to promote the
welfare and usefulness of the Club. During
the year of his presidency—1903—he contributed a learned and .scholarly .paper on
"Sundew and Sensation in Plants." The Secretary of the time, Mr Yeats, says, "The .paper
was of a very high order, quite up to the
mark of a paper for the British Association.
Our next Annual Meeting will mark the
jubilee of our Club. That it is still in vigorous life after fifty years of existence is matter
for congratulation and legitimate pride. May
I appeal to our members and friends to mark
the importance of the event by the number
and value of their contributions to our
Transactions.
The Chairman in conveying thanks to the
Secretary spoke of the satisfactory membership but lamented the small attendance a t the
meetings and the difficulty with which papers
were secured. There were many people in the
county who could do something to keep the
Club going, and surely, with all the advance
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in education that we heard so much about
there ought to he plenty of people living in
our midst capable of writing a decent and interesting paper. But interest in this sort of
higher things of life seemed to have died out.
It might be t h a t better things were taking
their place, although he doubted it. But there
it was. There were many ministers and schoolmasters in the area whom they never saw, and
who, although it might be expected of some of
them, never contributed papers, for the supply
of which they had sometimes to depend oil
gentlemen so far away as London. The occasion of the jubilee of the Club next year might
well be taken advantage of to introduce more,
vitality into its affairs. (Hear, hear.)
Mr Win, Simpson, in the absence of the hon
treasurer, Mr John Tough, presented the balance sheet for the year to 11th December thus :
Income—Subscriptions received during year
—19 Ladies, £2 10s; 47 Gentlemen, £13; Interest
on Deposit Receipts, £4 2s 3d; War Loan Interest, Calder Fund, half year, £2 l1s 5d- Transactions sold, 2s 6d; Rev. R. H. Calder for "Calder Fund," £105; Balance on hand, 28th Nov.
1928, amount in Bank on Deposit Receipt. £116
13s—total, £243 19s 2d.
Expenditure—Printing Transactions, &c., £10;
Stationery, 1s 6d; Postages, Treasurer, 7s 6d;
do., Joint Secretaries, £1 7s 1d; Calder Fund.
Brokerage, &c., £2 1s 7d; Balance on hand, 11th
Dec. 1929, amount in Bank on Deposit Receipt
£127 3s 1d; 5% War Stock, 1929-1947, "Calder
Fund," £102 18s 5d—total, £243 19s 2d.
Membership at close of year, 91. Life Members, 5; Honorary Members, 6; Ordinary Members, 80.
The statement was adopted, the Chairman
remarking that there was nothing the m a t t e r
with the finances of the Club; what they
wanted in it was a little more energy.
T H E GORDONS OF

LETTERFOURIE.

There was read the following paper by Dr J.
M. Bulloch, London, on the Gordons of LetterfourieandtheBaronetcyof Gordonstoun : When Sir William Gordon. 6th baronet of
Gordonstoun. died unmarried (but not without
issue) in 1795, his baronetcy remained dor-

