b

Transactions

lu

OF THE

Ba
n

ffs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

B A N F F S H I R E F I E L D CLUB.

THE
STRATHMARTINE
TRUST

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward
this publication is gratefully acknowledged.

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk

53

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field
Club was held a t the Public Library, Banff, on
this date.
A message was received from the President,
Sheriff John W. More, that he had been detained, and Mr John Garden, Banff, was called
to the chair. Sheriff More arrived later and
presided over the latter part of the proceedings.
Annual Report.
Dr C. S. M'Pherson, Banff, submitted the
48th annual report on behalf of Mr Wm, Simpson and himself, joint hon. secretaries, in the
following terms:—
In presenting this 48th Annual Report, the
Secretaries feel that the activities of the Club
during the year, though not reaching the high
standard of some of our best years, have been
well up to the average. Owing to the numerous distractions of these days—wireless, gramophones, motoring, football matches, &c.—it is
not easy for men and women to settle down
to original research, and it has been found
more and more difficult to get people willing
to contribute to our Transactions. Though we
regret the falling off in the quantity of papers
submitted to the Club, we have no reason to
apologise for the quality.
On 24th February, under the auspices of the
Field Club, Dr W. Douglas Simpson, Librarian
of Aberdeen University, delivered a learned
and interesting lecture on "The Penetration
Lines of Christianity in Scotland." The lecturer's views were novel and somewhat conflicted with traditional ideas on the subject
t h a t have been long taught and believed. The
lecture was listened to with rapt attention by
a. large audience and the speaker was heartily
thanked for his stimulating and suggestive
address.
At a meeting held on 19th March, the speaker
was Mr Alistair N. Tayler of Glenbarry. Mr
Tayler is rapidly establishing himself as the
leading historian of Banffshire and has lately
attracted general attention by his newly published and valuable work on "The Jacobites of
Aberdeenshire and Banffshire in the '45." The
lecturer took as his subject "Banffshire Mem-
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bers of Parliament since the Union of the Parliaments in 1707." In the course of his address
he described with masterly pen and in marvellous detail the doings of the men who had represented the County during t h a t long period.
Gratification was expressed by members present that these facts had been put on record
and would be easily available in the Transactions of the Club.
A notable joint meeting of the Banffshire,
Deeside, Buchan and Morayshire Field Clubs
was held on Saturday, 28th July. Much of the
success of the meeting was due to the admirable arrangements which had been made by
Dr J. P. Tocher, the Hon. Secretary of the
Buchan Field Club. The company numbered
nearly 200 and Banffshire was represented by
its President, Sheriff More, its two secretaries,
and by a goodly number of members. The
Newton Stone, which was first visited, stands
in a beautiful spot in the grounds of .Newton
House, near Insch. Mr F. C. Diack, Aberdeen,
a n authority on Gaelic with a European reputation, pointed out on the face of the stone
the forty-five letters arranged in six horizontal
lines the inscription in Ogam which runs down
its left edge, and the deeply-cut and prominent Swastika within the fourth line of the
main inscription. He held t h a t it was native
vernacular Gaelic, the alphabet being the Roman in its cursive form. His reading of it
was as follows:—"Ettie Evagainnias Ligonoro
co—i, u r a Ielisi maggi noir ogputa," which he
translated as follows:—'"Etti, son of Evagianna,
a Ligonian by race, the successor of Ielisios,
the son of the sorcerer." Mr Diack asserted
t h a t the cursive characters of the inscription
belong to the first three centuries. On epigraphic grounds a date somewhere between 100
and 400 A.D. was indicated. The language was
Gaelic, and during the long Roman occupation
of the south of Scotland the natives had ample
opportunity to learn the alphabet of the foreigner. The intellectual powers of the early
Britons were equal to our own. The important
Druid class prided themselves on the acquirement of knowledge. They were the scientists
and savants of their day and the sorcerer
mentioned as the father of Ielisios was one of
them.
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Leaving Newton, the company, accommodated in twenty five cars and four 'buses, took
its way over the hill to the Maiden Stone
which stands on the roadside a little to the
S.W. of Pitcaple on the northern apron of Benachie. Dr Douglas Simpson, discoursing on the
stone, described it as the best known example
in Aberdeenshire of an early Christian monument with Pictish symbolism. Dr Simpson described the symbol on the ten feet of Benachie
granite which is the Maiden Stone. He
pointed out on the west side the ringed Celtic
cross above the head of which is a human
figure with two fish-like monsters seizing it on
cither side; and the beautiful panel of Celtic
ornament beneath the base of the cross. The
lecturer concluded by. relating the legend by
which superstition accounted for the presence
of the stone, how the Prince of Darkness pursued a maiden, who had agreed, not knowing
who he was, to marry him if he could lay a
"causey" across to Benachie in a certain time,
and how, when he succeeded and came to claim
her, she flew from him, and in her anguished
prayer for protection was transformed into a
pillar of stone.
The final gathering of the day took place in
the Drill Hall of Inverurie. The chairman of
the meeting was the Marquis of Aberdeen, president of the Deeside Field Club. Mr James
Cruickshank gave an address on "Tho Penetration of the Romans into the N.E.. of Scotland."
This penetration was spread over three periods
—84, 141, and 209 A.D. Agricola during his governorship of Britain from 78 to 85 A.D. fought
a fierce battle known as Mons Graupius after
he had entrenched himself in a fort at the
foot of the Grampians. In the opinion of the
lecturer the site of the battle was a t Eaedykes, three miles north of Stonehaven. In the
campaign of 138 A.D. Lollius Urbicus, the then
governor, "drove back the barbarians and
erected another wall of turf." It was suggested
that he formed his plans on a sea base at
Stonehaven and another base at Burghead,
and that he established a series of camps between these places. The chain of forts consisted of Stonehaven, Culter, Kintore, Barry,
Bellie and Burghead. Referring to the 209 A.D.
period, Mr Cruickshank said the Emperor
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Severus reached nearly the end of the island,
probably about Inverness, but he then turned
back after losing 50,000 of his men. The discovery of coins in the North-East seemed to
indicate that a certain amount of trading
went on during the Roman occupation. Cordial thanks were accorded to the lecturer on
the call of Sheriff More.
Thus ended a meeting which will r a n k aa
one of the most interesting and instructive in
the annals of the Club.
At an ordinary meeting of the Club held on
6th November, Rev. Dr Bruce added one more
to the valuable contributions he has made to
the Transactions of the Club during a long
series of years. He took as his subject "The
Biology of Winter and its Field Work." During the course of his address he touched on
many points in the history of plants and
animals and drew freely from his full knowledge of the flora and fauna of the district, a
knowledge acquired by keen and intelligent
observation. The reading of the paper gave
much pleasure to the members and led to an
animated discussion. Dr Bruce was cordially
thanked on the motion of Sheriff More, the
President.
Dr M'Pherson was cordially thanked for his
admirable and exhaustive report.
Mr John Tough, Banff, hon. treasurer, submitted his report, showing t h a t the year was
begun with a oredit balance of £106 4s 6d. The
income for the year was £22 12s 3d and the expenditure £12 3s 9d, leaving a favourable balance of £116 13s. The total membership of the
Club was 85.
Mr Tough was thanked for his report.
Sheriff More was re-elected President of the
Club. The Council was reappointed with the
addition of Mr W. A. Webster, Banff, and the
hon. secretaries and treasurer were also reelected.
Elizabeth Gordon.
There was read to the meeting by Dr M'Pherson a paper sent by Mr J . Malcolm Bulloch,
LL.D., London, on Elizabeth Gordon, the longlost "heiress" of Auchanachie. It is an authoritative paper displaying considerable research by the erudite historian of the Gordons,
based on law papers included in the valuable
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