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Severus reached nearly the end of the island,
probably about Inverness, but he then turned
back after losing 50,000 of his men. The discovery of coins in the North-East seemed to
indicate that a certain amount of trading
went on during the Roman occupation. Cordial thanks were accorded to the lecturer on
the call of Sheriff More.
Thus ended a meeting which will r a n k aa
one of the most interesting and instructive in
the annals of the Club.
At an ordinary meeting of the Club held on
6th November, Rev. Dr Bruce added one more
to the valuable contributions he has made to
the Transactions of the Club during a long
series of years. He took as his subject "The
Biology of Winter and its Field Work." During the course of his address he touched on
many points in the history of plants and
animals and drew freely from his full knowledge of the flora and fauna of the district, a
knowledge acquired by keen and intelligent
observation. The reading of the paper gave
much pleasure to the members and led to an
animated discussion. Dr Bruce was cordially
thanked on the motion of Sheriff More, the
President.
Dr M'Pherson was cordially thanked for his
admirable and exhaustive report.
Mr John Tough, Banff, hon. treasurer, submitted his report, showing t h a t the year was
begun with a oredit balance of £106 4s 6d. The
income for the year was £22 12s 3d and the expenditure £12 3s 9d, leaving a favourable balance of £116 13s. The total membership of the
Club was 85.
Mr Tough was thanked for his report.
Sheriff More was re-elected President of the
Club. The Council was reappointed with the
addition of Mr W. A. Webster, Banff, and the
hon. secretaries and treasurer were also reelected.
Elizabeth Gordon.
There was read to the meeting by Dr M'Pherson a paper sent by Mr J . Malcolm Bulloch,
LL.D., London, on Elizabeth Gordon, the longlost "heiress" of Auchanachie. It is an authoritative paper displaying considerable research by the erudite historian of the Gordons,
based on law papers included in the valuable
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Rose Papers in the possession of Mr Alistair
N. Tayler of Glenbarry, lent by him to Dr
Bulloch.
The paper is as follows:—
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(By John Malcolm Bulloch, LL.D.)
Gordon history is full of romance, but not
all of it is so thoroughly well documented as
the struggle that Elizabeth Gordon had to be
recognised as the so-called "heiress" of Auchanachie, a t the end of the eighteenth century.
The whole countryside rang with the scandal,
which raked up a great deal of unpleasant
family history, while the lawyers were kept
busy for years over the dispute, which from
first to last must have created a good deal of
expense. The story was slightly and inaccurately touched on by the Rev. J. F. S. Gordon
in Ms ramshackle "Chronicles of Keith," while
the late Mr James Pirie, the admirable historian of Cairnie, tried his hand a t unravelling
the tangle. That is anything but easy, though
it is rendered more possible than before by a
perusal of many documents about the case collected by William Rose of Montcoffer and preserved in his invaluable dossier, known as the
Rose papers, bequeathed by the great bibliographer, the late Mr Gordon Duff, to Mr Alistair N. Tayler of Glenbarry, who has most generously placed them a t my disposal.
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The trouble arose over the succession to
Captain Adam Gordon of Auchanachie, who
died unmarried and intestate in May 1780. It
is difficult to understand why there should
have been so much pother, for what was a t
stake was not a fortune, but the lease of
Auchanachie, for the lands did not belong to
the family, but were held from the ducal
Gordons on a long lease which had been renewed from time to time for centuries. Thus
the family was really Gordon "in" Auchanachie, not "of" Auchanachie. Such families,
however, were just as proud as if they actually
owned the lands they leased, either as farmers
themselves or as "tacksmen," and that pride
often persists. Thus, some years ago I greatly
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upset one of the famous military family of the
Croughly Gordons by pointing out t h a t they
did not own the iand but merely leased it. In
any case, Captain Adam Gordon was not well
off, for as a soldier he knew nothing about
lairdship, relying on the neighbouring farmers
for advice.
The latest lease of Auchanachie had been
granted in 1744 for three nineteens, to John
Gordon, the uncle of the "heiress," so t h a t
when his brother, Captain Adam, died in 1780
it had just 31 years to run.
The struggle over the succession was only
one of many puzzles attaching to the Auchanachie Gordons, for their whole history is
very difficult to piece together. The family appears for the first time in the first quarter of
the sixteenth century in the person of one
William Gordon—the earliest mention of him
occurs in November 1527—who seems to have
held both the lands of Auchanachie, in Cairnie.
and of Avochie, in Huntly. The two estates
seem to have been held sometimes by one man
and sometimes simultaneously by different
branches of the family, which complicates the
genealogist's task. For the moment this need
not worry us, for the trouble over the heiress's
group did not begin until the eighteenth century, by which time the two branches had become quite distinct.
Charles Gordon of Auchanachie by his wife,
Elizabeth Middleton (alive 1740), who was the
daughter of Andrew Middleton of Balbegno,
Fettercairn, had at least three sons:—
1. John Gardon of Auchanachie, who died
there non compos mentis on March 25, 1767,
leaving three illegitimate children.
2. George Gordon, the cause of the whole
trouble, and the father of the "heiress." He
died in Jamaica in 1739.
3. Captain Adam Gordon, who succeeded his
brother, John, in Auchanachie. He spent
many years in the service of . Naples, and
died unmarried and intestate on May 8, 1780.
When Captain Adam Gordon died the question arose who was to succeed to the remainder
of the lease of Auchanachie. The chief element
in the dispute may be presented in tabular
form.
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Elizabeth Gordon
of Auchanachie
the "heiress"
lease up 1801

James Watson
of Westerton

3 John Gordon
of Auchanachie
d. unmar.
1767

- Watson
Peter Rose
farmer
Alves
I

William Gordon
1734-1816
supported
Elizabeth

Katherine Rose
kept house
for Capt.
Adam Gordon
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2 George Gordon
m. Englishwoman
d. Jamaica
1739
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3 Adam Gordon
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George Gordon of Auchanachie,
alive 1651.
I .
Adam Gordon of Auchanachie,
alive 1696.

The "heiress" and her rival claimant,

John Watson
of Westerton
claimant
d. 1782

Peter Rose
d. 1797
opposed
Elizabeth
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For a long time it had been rumoured in the
family that Adam's scallywag brother, George,
had married and had left a daughter. Probably nothing would have been heard of her
but for a quarrel among tihe rest of the relations, in the course of which William Gordon,
the illegitimate son of John Gordon of Auch-anachie (died 1767), resolved to spike the guns
of the female branch of the family, although
he had renewed his association with it through
his own marriage into it. On t h e one hand,
there was his cousin, Elizabeth Gordon, "the
heiress," and on the other tihe uncle of his
wife, John Watson of Westerton, an old man
who lived in St Petersburg, and whose affairs
were managed by William's sister-in-law, Margaret Rose. How f a r William Gordon was out
to see justice done to the poor orphaned Elizabeth—for she was practically a beggar, living
on charity—and how f a r he simply wished t o
queer the pitch of the Rose and Watson
families is not clear. Certain it is t h a t he
"took immense pains to trace Elizabeth Gordon,
who a t that time was living in very poor circumstances in Dublin.
Briefly stated, the case f o r Elizabeth was
t h a t she was the legitimate daughter of George
Gordon, the elder brother of Captain Adam
Gordon, who should never have succeeded to
the lease a t all.
George Gordon seems t o have been a rolling
stone. He went to London about 1735, failed
in business and went off to Jamaica, where he
died, leaving a little money.
Did George marry the unnamed Englishwoman who was the mother of Elizabeth Gordon? Margaret Slorach, a Ruthven woman,
had no doubt he did. She had met George
when she was a servant in London to her
uncle, William Slorach, and in one of the
legal actions over the case in 1781, she gave
evidence that George had left his wife and
child in a "miserable situation," though she
was a good woman. Margaret Slorach also
stated that ehe had heard t h a t George's wife—
whom Gordon's "Chronicles of Keith" calls "a
tailor's widow,"—had been married before, and
had had a son by her first marriage. She
said t h a t Mrs Gordon had been "forsaken by
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her friends and was so reduced as to go into
a workhouse, where she died." She had also
heard that the son by the first marriage had
.gone to serve as a "drawer" (potman?) in a
public-house.
Elizabeth Gordon, the child, was placed in
the convent of the Annunciades, at Boulogne,
on October 6, 1736, at the age of three, and
there she remained for twenty-three years
without knowing anything of her antecedents.
Sne was dumped in the convent with no money
except four guineas, which had been given on
her behalf by a Captain Robinson to Mrs
Hurst, who kept the Old Man's Coffee House
a t Charing Cross. This Captain Robinson had
spent a year or so a t Auchanachie with George
Gordon before the latter went to London.
The story of Elizabeth, whether told by herself or by witnesses, was very pathetic. Anything less like a Gay Gordon could hardly be
imagined, for she was a poor, short-sighted,
unlucky creature, who had lived on charity
half her life, and found great difficulty in picking up a livelihood as a servant, a companion,
or a. governess; but Dr Montgazin, of the Convent, bore witness that he never heard anything but good "of Miss Gordon," and Henry
Smith, who intervened on her behalf, called
her a'"very worthy good girl."
We are indebted to Elizabeth herself for two
official statements of her career, made in the
autumn of 1781. They were ramshackle declarations for she had very little to go upon about
her relations, who ultimately intervened in a
very furtive fashion. Her first piece of autobiography was "emitted judicially" by her on
August 15, 1781, and I shall supplement it in
brackets, with corroborations and additional
details from various witnesses :—
The claimant Elizabeth Gordon appeared,
and being interrogated in English made
answer in. the French language to the following effect:—
"That she heard and understood she waa
born in London. That she does not remember
to have seen either her father or her mother,
for when she was placed in the Convent of
the Annunciades at Boulogne sur Mer she
was no more than three years of age. And,
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being interrogated what was the first place
at which she remembered to have been, declared that she does not remember to h a r e
been at any place before she was in the
Convent; and, in particular, t h a t she does
not remember to have been a t sea in her
passage to the Convent. Declares t h a t while
she continued in the Convent no one told her
anything concerning her father or parentage.
"That she remained in the Convent twentythree years.
"After she left the Convent she learned by
a letter written, by John Gordon t h a t her
father's name was George Gordon and t h a t
he. the said John, was a brother of the said
George and her uncle. That this letter was
not addressed to the declarant, but to a
Madame Dupont, in whose service ' h e declarant was after she quitted the Convent.
That the declarant is not in possession of
that letter, but she saw it and read it in the
possession of Madame Dupont.
"That she never heard who her mother
was, and she does not know her maiden
name.
"That she never heard where or by whom
her father and mother were married. That
she heard t h a t both her father and mother
were in Jamaica. That she heard this a f t e r
she quitted the Convent. That she heard
t h a t they were married, but does not remember from whom she heard it. That it was in
France t h a t she heard this.
"Declares that she is acquainted with a
nun whose name is Marie Apoline Watkins
de la Nativite Jesus. That she was of the
Convent of the Annunciades. That the said
nun gave her no other account of her being
brought to the Convent excepting t h a t she
was brought by one Captain Jackson. [One
of the nuns in her evidence stated t h a t
Elizabeth was taken to the convent by a
sailor named Hawkins, in the vessel commanded by Captain Judgson. The child was
deposited with the sum of 30 livres for the
first quarter of her board with six livres as
entry money.]
"That the said nun told her of a Mrs Hurst
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who kept the coffee house (the Old Man's) at
Charing Cross, London, and that Mrs Hurst
had sent the declarant to the convent, and
the nun added that Mrs Hurst had two
daughters (Polly and Peggy?) in the convent as hoarders, but the declarant does not
remember to have seen the said daughters.
"Declares that she has seen a Mr Alexander
Anstruther (merchant at Boulogne, who
afterwards assumed the title of Lord Newark)
who gave her money. The sum she does not
remember, but he said the money came from
her relations, but he did not say from what
relation. That he said nothing to her about
her father and mother. [Lord Newark, in his
evidence on February 21, 1782, said that he
paid on April 26, 1768, by order of Mr David
Gregory, merchant at Dunkirk, the sum of
112 livres ten sols French money.]
"That a t another time after she had quitted
the Convent and while she resided at Boulogne, a Mr William Minett, who resided at
Dover, gave money to the declarant which,
he said, came from her relations and that
she gave receipts for both sums of money.
That Mr Minett told her that her uncle, John
Gordon, was at that time in London with a
Mr Henry Smith and that Mr Minett said
tihat he paid the money to the order of Mr
John Gordon, her uncle."
I t is interesting to note the curious,
round-about way in which she got into touch
with her relations. In 1765, when she was in
hospital at Boulogne she got nto touch with
an old fellow-pupil, Mary Catherine Clery, who
had married M. Francis Dupont and who took
her to her own house. In the first place Mme.
Dupont discovered the family of Elizabeth
through a Miss Scriven, who seems to have
been in the convent. Then she got in touch
with Minett, who found out from the banking
firm of Clark in London tihat money was owing
to Elizabeth in Jamaica. Minett also got into
touch with Henry Smith—a friend of John Gordon—who had formerly lived in Edinburgh. In
the beginning of 1766 Minett wrote several
letters to the Duponts in one of which he sent
tome money on his own behalf to Elizabeth.
Smith, who also wrote her. tells her in a letter
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of February 21, 1766, that John Gordon was trying to recover some of her father's effects in
Jamaica. Auchanachy, he added, begged her
not to come to England at the moment. "Believe me, Mademoiselle," wrote Smith, " t h a t he
pays all imaginable attention to your interest
and that you will get all the necessary e c l a i r
cissements concerning your family and your
birth as soon as he has got exact document!
And that I expect him here (London) in a
month for this effect."
"That she quitted the Convent in the year
1764. She did so in accordance with a scheme
by Dr Montgazin who did not wish the poor
girls at the Convent to 'put themselves out of
condition by an excess of charity.'
"That when ehe quitted the Convent she
went into the service of a Madame Lortion,
a t Dunkerque, in the quality of a waiting
maid. That she was a Fleming and was a
married woman at t h a t time. That her husband was a merchant. That the declarant
remained only eight days in t h a t lady's service, and t h a t she left it because her eyesight was weak.
"That after t h a t she went into the service
of a Madame Taillie a t a place called St. Pol,
in the country of Artois, and t h a t she remained in t h a t service four months."
This does not quite tally with her supplementary statement made in a letter to John
Russell, jun., Clerk to the Signet, and also
-with the account of Dr Montgazin, her special
patron at the convent. He states that on
October 24, 1764, he sent her to Mile. Des Essart, with whom Mme Thiellier, spouse to the
Lieutenant-General of St. Pol, had procured
her a place in the quality of a companion. To
"make her more regarded," Dr Montgazin sent
iher away "in a good carriage" and accompanied by a lay sister of the convent, as far
as the town of Hesdin, when she was to be sent
for. She stayed only three -weeks with Mme.
Des Essart, because her sight was so weak
that she needed a person to accompany her
in the street. So she was sent back to the convent which, she says in her supplementary
letter, would not take her in without money.
Once again she was befriended by Dr Mont-
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gazin, who settled her for some time with
Mme. Leporcq, opposite to the garden of the
seminary, until he could get a place for her a t
Dunkirk, where he applied to Mr Maxilian
Thelu, who procured a place for her with a
lady who Dr Montgazin thought was called
Lorthio. But this lady could not keep her
"because the weakness of her sight rendered
her almost useless."
"That she then went back to St Omers to a
convent called the Convent du Soleil. There
she remained for four months and from
thence she returned to Boulogne and lived
with Mme. Dupont for seven months."
In her supplementary letter she says she
then went into the service of Madame Cassin
Doligton, a sister of Mme. Dupont. And after
t h a t she hired a room and gained her livelihood by embroideryDr Montgazin's version is somewhat different. He says that after leaving St Omers he
got a place for her in the hospital at Boulogne
where she had a room for herself near that of
Mdlle. Le Page, sister of the late Monsieur Le
Page, canon of the cathedral church, of Our
Lady of Boulogne. She left the hospital for
some months at Dr Montgazin's expense, and
then went into the town where she wrought
for a livelihood. We have, however, the statement of Mme. Dupont, who had been a t the
convent with her, t h a t Elizabeth stayed with
her.
"That she continued in that situation working a t embroidery for three or four years.
[She was really nearly ten years in rooms at
Boulogne, for the evidence taken in France
in 1782 shows that she spent about six years
a t two different times as the tenant of an
upper floor a t Mme. Piquet's, a year in the
house of Lewis Mary Pinard, a carpenter,
and four years in the house of Mary Jean
Degest, spouse of Lewis Basset, from which
she went to England. During this period
she seems to have gone out to work, for
Mrs Grizel Stewart, wife of Edward Marjoribanks of Lees who lived a t Boulogne with
her husband in 1766-1770, stated in evidence
t h a t she employed her sometimes and 'recommended her to other families in that
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place to interest themselves for her' a f t e r
Mrs Marjoribanks left for home.]
"After that. Mme. Brunet, a sister of Mme.
Dupont, recommended the declarant to the
service of a Mrs Capper, an English laxly who
had stayed with Mme. Brunet a t Hardingham, and she remained in her service a year
and a half as governess to her daughter a t
Birmingham, where Mrs Capper's husband
was a merchant. That she came into England with a cousin of Mrs Capper called Miss
Capper. That the captain of the vessel which
brought her to England was named Merito,
and that she arrived in England, 1st November 1777.
"That after having remained eighteen
months with Mrs Capper as aforesaid she
engaged herself with a lady who kept a
French school, whose name was Madame
Young, and that she lived at Summerhill,
half a mile from Dublin. [An enquiry made
in Dublin on behalf of John Stewart. W.S.,
resulted in the information t h a t the school
was broken up in 1780, Mrs Young having
got into debt and left Elizabeth 'entirely
destitute.' In 1781 she was keeping a little
school when she had only three or four
scholars a t sixpence a week each, and consequently she was ' in the lowest state of
poverty and distress.' It was in Dublin t h a t
William Gordon, who backed her case, got
into touch with her in June 1781, and arranged for her passage to Scotland.]
"That when in England she made no enquiries about her relations. The reason t h a t
she did not enquire a f t e r John Gordon was
that she was told he was dead. That she
learned this from a letter which Mr Minett.
wrote to Mme. Dupont before the declarant
left France, in which Mr Minett said t h a t
there was no more money to be paid. His
words were l'argent a cesse,' and in t h a t
letter he likewise said that Mr John Gordon
was dead, that he had come to London for
his health and had died there
[He really
died at Auchanachie.]
"That the declarant after having heard of
her uncle, John Gordon, wrote several letters
to him, hut never received any answer. And
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a letter, dated Boulogne sur Mer, 19th March
1766, addressed to a Monsieur Jn. Gordon,
Esq., D'Auchanachie, en Ecosse, having been
shown to the declarant, declares that the
same is of her handwriting."
The original of the letter in question is preserved in the Rose papers, and runs as follows.
[Elizabeth stated in Edinburgh on September
3, 1781, that she thought the handwriting of
the letter was that of Madame Dupont]:—
"It is you then from whom I have the
obligation of existing: for in a word, without
parents and without fortune can anyone exist?
At least they exist most miserably. This is
what I have experienced from the severity of
my lot and my unlucky planet. I am not able
to relate to you t h a t which I have endured. It
is easier for me to recall to my mind than to
find expression necessary to make you understand it.
"I have then discovered by means of a
friend that you are my relation; that I have
the honour of being nearly connected to you;
that you are my uncle. A sweet name for me!
Since from the time I have been in the world
I
have not belonged to anyone. I
t h a t once I had an uncle who was called Mr
John Gordon, who had the goodness to enquire
about me at different times at the convent. At
present I am assured of it and in the meantime I understand that he is still alive: he
gives me sensible proof of it in making me receive £5 stg.
"This is an allow to my misery, which is
very great and of which allow I feel the most
sensible acknowledgment, for it gives me room
to hope that I have found in you a father who
has a long time forgotten me, a mother who
has abandoned me, and relaticns who would
have forsaken me forever had I not found in
you so good a parent. Ah, how happy am I;
and may I not flatter myself that he will
forget me after having so much sought after
me, that he will not abandon me after having
found me.
"Dispose of my lot, my dear parent: decide it
I pray you. I desire to enjoy no other title
than you will be pleased to give me. Whatever it be it will be agreeable and pleasant
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from you. It is in your power to rank me in
the number of those you make happy, for how
many are there not to whom you do good. I
cannot belong to such a good family without
having a claim to those humane, charitable
compassionate sentiments, worthy in fine of
the name and which will be found re-united in
you to bestow them liberally on me. I venture
to flatter myself sir t h a t you will honour me
with an answer for it is only as yet with
trembling that in a respectful manner I
address my dear Uncle."
"Being interrogated what is the meaning of
an expression which occurs in the said letter
of the following tenor: Je savois bien que
jadis j'avois un oncle, qui se nommoit Monsr.
Jn. Gordon, qui avoit eu la bonte de s'informer de moy diverges fois au convent—"I
knew well that once I had an uncle who wascalled M. John Gordon, who had the goodness
to inquire about me at different times a t the
convent"—declares it was after her leaving
the convent that she heard t h a t such enquiries had been made.
"Declares t h a t she heard t h a t her board
was paid for the first three months a f t e r her
coming to the convent. That from t h a t time
until she was twelve years of age the nuns
maintained her out of charity and afterwards she wrought in embroidery and other
female works for the behoof of the community.
"Declares t h a t she heard she had several
uncles besides John Gordon above mentioned, but she knows nothing of their names
or of their professions, or whether any of
them were military men, and t h a t this information she received of other uncles besides John Gordon was in France. That she
does not remember from whom she received
the information.
"That she understood t h a t the above mentioned John Gordon was her uncle by the father's side but she does not know whether
the others were uncles by the father or mother's side.
"That she has heard of her having other
relations
but she knows not in what degree.
;
"That she recollects when very young to
have seen Lord Strathallan and his lady a t
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the Convent and she has heard that Lord'
Strathallan had a letter from some person
desiring him to enquire about her.
"That while in the convent she went by the
name of Mademoiselle Gordon and that there
was no other lady of that name in the conTent.
"That she never heard of a lady of quality
called Lady Elizabeth Gordon and she never
heard that her father was an ecclesiastic.
[This of course refers to the Rev. John
Skelly who had to marry Lady Elizabeth
Gordon.]
"That there is a book kept in the Convent
in which is set down the names of the persons who enter into the Convent and the
year of their coming there and the declarant
has seen her own name in that book.
The above mentioned letter, dated the 29th
March 1766, is marked by the declarant and the
Macers as relative Prereto and a paper entitled "Memoirs" and marked by the declara n t : and the Macers and relatives hereto produced by the declarant having been shown to
her, she declares
"that she brought the said paper from
France with her. That she received it from
the Grand Vicar of the Diocese of Boulogne
whose name is Monsr. Montgazin: and being
interrogated whether she knows a Colonel
John Gordon mentioned in the said Memoirs
declares she does not."
Elizabeth was quite conscious that this long
statement was rather incoherent. So on 8ept.
3, 1781, she wrote a letter from Edinburgh to
John Russell, jun., clerk to the Signet:—
" Upon
reconsidering
the
declaration
emitted by me before the Macers upon the
15th day of August last in the competition of
brieves betwixt me and Mr Watson, I find it
contains some errors and omissions which 1
wish you as Clerk to the Services to communicate to his agent that he may proceed
upon the surer grounds in his enquiries into
the truth of the account given by me.
"While I was very young at the Convent I
have a faint recollection of a gentleman calling on me who was thought to be uncle or
near relation of mine.
"I am not sure whether it was in France
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from the letters that were written about me
that I heard I had other uncles besides John
Gordon, or that I only heard it since I came
to Scotland. Even after the letters from Mise
Scriven, Mr Minett, Mr Smith and John Gordon which were in 1765 and 1766, I understood myself to be the niece of John Gordon
of Auchanachie. But before t h a t period I
knew nothing particular of my parents or
connections and it was only since I came to
Scotland that I heard my father's name was
George. Some of the nuns were fond of having it thought that I belonged to the Duke of
Gordon's family: but I never knew upon
what grounds. I remember before I left the
convent they spoke of my being daughter to
Lady Betty or Lady Harriet Gordon, and I
think I have been told t h a t Monsieur Montgazin made enquiry in Britain about the
truth of it and was informed t h a t there was
nothing in it."
It is perfectly clear that the existence of
Elizabeth was well known to some members
of the Auchanachie family and was the subject of gossip in the countryside. It is also
clear that it was a source of anxiety to John
and his brother Adam, who a t one time or another were inclined to favour Elizabeth. Thus
on June 15, 1763, John wrote to Adam, then in
Sicily: "I earnestly recommend your enquiry
for niece at the Annunciades, Bologne." He
wrote again to Adam on September 16, 1765:
"Our brother George's wife had a grievous
complaint against him, the other claimant,
John Watson of Westertown. She said he had
stript her of the small matters left by her hueband, particularly a horse valued a t thirty
guineas and £25 sterling in cash." In still another letter of November 18, 1765, he said this
money had been left with Watson to be given
in support of George's wife and child "until
her husband should be in condition to make
her a remittance." "I remember I wrote to
Watson, who did not seem to deny the fact,
but scolded the unfortunate, cried out that he
had been a great loser; and to mend the matter
desired that I should pay to his family a debt
due by you." There was another complaint
against the Watson family, for it was stated
that James Watson, the brother of John, had
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been sent to Jamaica about 1741, to look after
the effects left by George Gordon, and did nothing in th.' matter.
Toward the end of the same year, 1755,
John's attention to the case of Elizabeth was
roused again by the inquiries which her
friend Mme. Dupont had instituted as already
stated: and on February, 1766 John Gordon
caused £5 to be sent to M. Dupont on behalf
of Elizabeth.
But he let the matter drop at this point, perhaps because he was growing ill: and his brother Adam duly succeeded him. The latter,
however, was uneasy about his succession for
he got John Gordon of Avochie to write a
letter to George Forbes of Skellater, who lived
a t Boulogne. The letter which is dated
Avochie, September 16, 1767, says:—
"He, Adam, seems to have all the sympathy
in the world for the young woman and desires
to show her that, after he is satisfied she is his
relation and understands the state of his own
affairs here, he will then be able to 'determine
if it will be in his power to give her some
small assistance, which as Auchanachie has
left several debts, cannot be expected to exceed
a few pounds t h a t can be spared from the profits of the tack after the burdens that affect
it. Upon the whole, Captain Gordon desires
me to show you he is absolutely against the
young woman's coming to Britain unless she
has greater expectations of assistance from
others than he is able to afford her, though the
connection were ascertained to his satisfaction. He has no house nor family of his own,
aud besides as she has not the language and
has been so long accustomed to the monastic
way, he apprehends from what he knows of
these matters in the places he has long re
sided in, the British customs and society
would be very unfit for her It is, therefore,
bis positive opinion that she should profess
herself and continue in the convent. And
after he is better informed of particulars as
to the connection, if the expense in gross, or a
small annual pension to her does not exceed
what he can afford he would willingly bestow
it. In case the young woman inclines the
world rather than the monastery (for which,
he says, be would be sorry), he thinks Britain
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would be an improper place and t h a t she
should try rather to get a settlement in some
virtuous family and be called a lady in
France."
Avochie asked whether Elizabeth knew about
her family. "He does not expect absolute or
moral certainty in the matter, but will even
put up with probabilities and then make such
an annual settlement on her as his circumstances can afford." The letter went on to
say that if his friends could get him a pension from the King of Sicily he would not return to Italy. If not he would return and
settle a manager in his tack—but "it would
be improper to leave the management of the
tack" to Elizabeth, "whose little experience in
these matters would turn it to little account."
So he proposed to burden the tack with an
annuity of £10 or £12: The Captain wanted to
hear from her if in English, for "though he
understands French he could hardly pretend
to write an answer in it." It is noticeable
that there is no trace of John Gordon or his
brother Adam ever having communicated with
Elizabeth direct. They did so through various
intermediariesFurther enquiries about Elizabeth were made
in April and May 1768 by Peter Gordon of
Avochie, who wrote to David Gregory, merchant a t Dunkirk, authorising £5 to be paid
to her if advisable on behalf of Captain Adam
Gordon. Gregory employed Alexander Anstruther, then a merchant at Boulogne and
afterwards Lord Newark, to enquire, and the
latter paid £5 over. In aswering Gregory,
Avochie said t h a t Captain Adam considered
the alleged relationship with Elizabeth to be
based on "very slender presumptions," but he
"thinks it a duty encumbent on every man to
relieve a namesake or even a fellow creature
as far as circumstances will admit." Nothing
farther, however, was done by Adam Gordon.
Indeed, he seems to have had an idea of
making Avochie his heir, for in the inventory
of papers in the case there is a scroll disposition and deed of settlement by Adam in favour of John Gordon of Avochie, dated 1770.
As for Elizabeth, she bad to struggle on as
we have seen, as best she could. But she
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not forgotten, for, when Adam died, his nephew, William Gordon, tacksman of Grange,
who had just returned from Jamaica, took up
her case, while the claim of John Watson of
Westerton was ardently pressed by William's
brother-in-law, Peter Rose of Coltfield. This
opposition was typical of the whole dispute
which ensued, for it assumed the character of
a family vendetta, in which the two principals
were mere pawns in the case—shadows almost
unknown, to their relations. Thus Elizabeth
had spent over ferty years in France, could
not speak English and had never been in
Scotland. John Watson had been fifty years
in St Petersburg and was now a dottled old
man, who had been bedridden for three or
four years and had become incapable of signing his own name. Their relations in Banffshire were a t daggers drawn. Thus, Peter
Rose of Coltfield, who supported Watson, was
opposed by his own sisters, Katherine (Mrs
William Gordon) and Margaret, who actually
acted as a sort of factor for Watson on his
estate a t Westerton.
Similarly, Elizabeth
Gordon, a t Euthven, having quarrelled with
Captain Gordon of Auchanachie, was also for
the French claimant.
Another curious point is the stake involved,
for it consisted merely of the remainder of the
tack which had only some twenty years to
run, with an income of £300 a year. The legal
struggle over the two claimants, conducted not
by themselves but by their quarrelling relations, must have cost a great deal of money
from first to last. Where did the money come
from? Watson may have had some, but Elizabeth was practically a pauper.
To begin with, Peter Rose went to the expense of going all the way to St Petersburg, a
long and tedious journey in those days, to get
a power of attorney from his uncle, John
Watson.
Peter started in September 1780,
and did not return till April 1781. "When he
was away, his brother-in-law, William Gordon,
intervened, got a judicial factory on behalf
of Elizabeth from the Court of Session, and
maintained that Rose's power of attorney was
illegal because it was improperly signed and
witnessed.
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Evidence was taken from thirty-eight witnesses examined between August and November 1781, at Elgin, Huntly, Banff, Aberdeen,
Brechin, Edinburgh, and Lees, while in accordance with a commission granted by the Court
of Session on October 24, 1781, eight witnesses,
including several nuns, were examined in
France in February 1782.
Watson died after the proof of the case was
concluded, and Elizabeth was served heir to
her Uncles, John and Adam, on August 15,
1782. But that did not end the case, for Peter
Rose, who seems to have taken the name of
Watson on his uncle's death, raised an action
in the Court of Session against Elizabeth on
the ground that she was a Roman Catholic.
According to Gordon's Scoti chroni com
(i., 227), the Court consisted of ten judges,
including Lord Hailes, while Bishop Geddes
watched the proceedings in the gallery. At
last, on July 15, 1783, the Court "preferred Mrs
Gordon the Papist," deciding t h a t notwithstanding the statutes (particularly the Act of
1701, cap. 3) against Roman Catholics holding
heritable property, they were entitled to hold
a lease, which permitted Elizabeth to succeed
to the lease of Auchanachie, which she held
. till its expiry in 1801.
According to Mr Pirie ("Parish of Cairnie,"
p. 38), Elizabeth lived a "quiet retired life a t
Auchanachie. Her private room was called
the nunnery, and it retained that name after
she left the place." Gordon in his queer
"Book of the Chronicles of Keith" states that
there is a small vaulted apartment a t Auchanachie called the "nunnery," "but why this
name is given to it no cause is assigned."
When her lease, "the third nineteen," was
up in 1801, Elizabeth left the district, going,
Mr Pirie says, to Boulogne, "to visit the scenes
of her early days, but nothing more is known
about her."
William Gordon of Auchanachie.
When Elizabeth's lease terminated, another
"nineteen" was acquired by her cousin. William Gordon, who had fought her case.
William, as I have noted, was the natural
son of John Gordon of Auchanachie. He went
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out to Jamaica where his uncle, George Gordon, the father o£ Elizabeth, had died in 1739.
In 1775 he returned to Scotland, and married
his kinswoman, Katherine Rose, sister of Peter
Rose of Coltfield, who fought against Elizabeth,
who had kept house for her uncle, Captain
i d am Gordon of Auchanachie. On this visit,
according to the evidence of James Black in
Daach, 'William had tried to get a lease of
the Auchanachie holding from Adam and had
stabled some of his horses at Auchanachie,
rather to the dismay of the Captain, who, holding little of the land himself, feared he might
have to buy fodder for his own horses. When
William returned to Jamaica about 1779, apparently to settle up his affairs, his wife continued to keep house for the Captain and
when the latter died she felt sore that he had
left her nothing as she had expected. It was
clearly this feeling that made her oppose the
claims of Captain Gordon's supposed nominee,
Watson, her own uncle, who was supported by
her brother, Peter Rose, and put up her husband to back Elizabeth.
William not only stood by Elizabeth in her
pursuit of her claim, but on her accession he
seems to have acted as factor for her.
William is described in the Moray Commissariot as "tacksman of the Davoch lands of
Grange," while according to Pirie's "Cairnie,"
he himself farmed Muiryfold and Floors in
that parish; and, as noted, he took a lease of
Auchanachie farm, or Mains of Auchanachie,
as it was then called, after 1801, having a
town residence in Keith.
Gordon tells us ("Chronicles of Keith," p.
417) that William was "remarkably indulgent
to his servants and always kept double the
number necessary for working the home farm
of Auchanachie."
Many amusing anecdotes
are told about his laxity of discipline. "One
day the servants would have been hunting
hares on the Balloch and next day fishing in
the Isla." An ingenious device was practised
by which they managed to keep themselves in
supply of mutton for some years. A piece of
small cord was firmly tied round a sheep's foot,
and this produced a lameness which was as-
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serted to be a natural lameness that affected
the best sheep only. I t was said to be an
incurable disease called "coupal." Mr Gordon,
of course, would not eat a diseased sheep, so
the servants killed it for their own use. No
sooner was it consumed than another sheep
took the "coupal," and it was also killed. It
was long before this device was discovered. I t
was no uncommon thing for a servant to take
a riding horse from the stable without leave
and ride off with it to see his friends and not
be heard of again for several days.
William Gordon died at Keith, September 16,
1816, aged 82 ("Aberdeen Journal").
According to Pirie's "Cairnie" (p. 40), William "brought home from Jamaica a son and
a daughter." but it is not clear whether they
were by his wife, Katherine Rose, who does
not seem to have accompanied him to the
Island :—
1. William Gordon, of whom I know nothing.
2. Anne Gordon, married Isaac Robertson
about the year 1809, and had three sons
and a daughter. They resided a t Auchanachie till 1822 when they went to the
neighbouring f a r m of Banks and Calfward,
where they remained till 1833.
A certain Captain John Gordon, "Auchanachie, late of the 96th regiment," which he
joined in 1805, leaving on half pay in 1819,
died at Huntly December 18. 1830 ("Aberdeen
Journal"). He may have been related to William (died 1816).

