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A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was
held at Banff this evening. The president.
Sheriff More, presided over a good attendance
and himself read the first paper, which bore
the signature of the late Sheriff Scott Monerieff and the date 4th November last. It
spoke of the early days of the Club of which
the author of the paper was the first president. In introducing it, the Chairman spoke
of the fine old gentleman who had written
it, one who formerly sat in the chair in
which he himself now sat in Banff. He had
become acquainted with Sheriff Scott Moncrieff only when he had come to sit in the
Sheriff Court at Banff. Mr Scott Moncrieff
had found him out in Edinburgh on one of his
visits south and thereafter every year when
he was south he had the pleasure of coming
across him in the club to which tihey both belonged. Mr Scott Moncrieff, he found, was ever
most interested about all that was going on in
Banff. He had the most happy memories of
the time he had spent in the county and he
used to ask about everybody whom he thought
he, the chairman, might know. Therefore, it
was a sad pleasure that was his that night in
communicating to the Field Club what was inevitably the last word that the first president
of the Club could communicate. Sheriff More
proceeded to read the paper as follows:—
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EARLY DAYS OF CLUB.
In the first place I desire to thank the Banffshire Field Club for inviting me to renew my
connection with it, by contributing to its proceedings. I do so, I may say, with somewhat
mixed feelings. My associations with its start
are certainly pleasant ones. I recall the various men with whom the idea originated, and
to whose zeal and ability the Club owed its
success and popularity, but it is startling to
realise that I was the first president of an
association now in the 47th year of its existence, and am one of the very few surviving
original members. I know with certainty or
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only two others, the Rev Dr Bruce, whose connection with Banff is somewhat older than my
own, and who has remained with you up to
the present day, and Dr Horne, the geologist.
I cannot say in whose brain the idea of such
a
club originated. Probably it h
to several people and had been talked about
for some time. The soil of Banffshire was a
fruitful one and there were men well qualified to cultivate it. In Banff itself we had
a t that time Mr Thomas Edward, known as
the Scottish Naturalist, whose biography,
written by Smiles, had recently created quite
a sensation. He was the curator of our local
museum. There was Mr Spence, the author
of a little book upon the ruined castles of Banffshire. He became our first secretary. We
found a treasurer in Mr John Yeats, whose
connection with the Club was destined to be
such a long one. He has but recently passed
over in a ripe old age, greatly esteemed by the
whole neighbourhood. Another original member whose memory is, I am sure, still- treasured in Banff, although he left it many
years ago, was the Rev. Aeneas Chisholm, one
very generally esteemed, and a great friend of
my own. He was a most intelligent man,
skilled in not a few things, particularly in the
use of the rod. The subject he perhaps knew
most about was natural history, but I find
in the Transactions an interesting paper
upon Wells. After ministering for many
years to the small Roman Catholic congregation at Banff, he became rector of Blairs
College, and finally Bishop of Aberdeen, upon
what I may call the older foundation.
To the local clergy we owed not a little.
Dr Bruce, who has written well upon such a
subject as Christian ethics, and in his tales of
the "Nor'-East" has shown that he can follow
successfully a lighter vein, was our botanist,
and could discourse upon the flora of Banffshire, while Mr Davidson, of the Episcopal
Church, dealt with its fungi. We were also
much indebted to the Rev. Mr Sutherland, of
Portsoy. To Mr Alexander Ramsay, one of
our earliest presidents, the Society owes its
beautifully printed Transactions supplied from
the press of the Banffshire Journal, of which
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Mr Ramsay was the first editor, the ideal
editor of an ideal county paper. He was a
charming personality. In addition to these
residents, we had at the time a distinguished
visitor in the shape of Mr (afterwards Dr)
Horne, then engaged in the geological survey
of the district. He used to lead our field excursions.
In the near neighbourhood of the ancient
burgh there were several men of marked
ability and learning. Such were Dr Cramond,
schoolmaster a t Cullen, who became the historian of Banff, and the Rev. Dr Milne, schoolmaster at King-Edward, admirable leaders of
our excursions. There was the Eev. Mr Sutherland, of Turriff, whose paper, somewhat bold
for that period, upon the antiquity of man,
called forth a remonstrance from the late Mr
Alexander Watt, a very conservative gentleman. Another clergyman, who possessed an
almost European reputation as a linguist and
student of Folklore, the Rev. Walter Gregor,
of Pitsligo, gave us his assistance.
So much for some of our workers. As to the
field in which they worked, the papers which
you will find in the Transactions, such
as that of Dr Cramond upon the shells,
of Mr Edward upon the fauna, and of
Dr Bruce upon the flora of Banffshire
are sufficient to show that the soil
was a fruitful one. As to antiquities, they
abounded. Had we not the ruined castles of
Findlater, Balvenie, and Eden? Banff Castle,
although modern, stands amidst ancient walls
which Edward I. had visited. Not far off, although in Aberdeenshire, stand Fyvie, Craigston. and Delgaty. Fyvie ranks second to
Glamis amongst our Scottish castles. It would
be difficult to find a nobler specimen of our
old mansions than at Cullen, where also is
to be seen one of the few pre-Reformation
churches spared to us by our ancestors. Scraps
of such churches are to be seen at Banff itseit
and in the county where they form a striking
contrast to the mean and ugly buildings
which have succeeded them.
The Transactions in my possession do not
record any meeting at which this Club was
formally brought into being. They start with
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reports of excursions to Gamrie, Fyvie, and
Cullen, made during the summer and autumn
o{ 1880, and then the first annual meeting took
place in October of t h a t year, when I delivered my address as president. In t h a t
address I took care to warn the members t h a t
I could lay no claim to scientific knowledge—
I was not a zoologist, or botanist, nor a
geologist, and a mere amateur as regarded antiquities. Looking to the position which women now occupy it is interesting to note my
claim that we knew no distinction of sex,
"Save in respect that, conscious of the honour which the mere presence of the ladies
confers upon us, we seek from them no subscriptions." We seem to have reconsidered
the matter, for in the following year I find
ladies were charged half fees, or 2/6.
Thomas Edward.
The first paper read to the Club seems to
have been one on Sound, by Herr Hoffmann, a
local teacher of music. He was followed upon
the same evening by Thomas Edward. Although Mr Edward survived for some years
the formation of the Club, he appears to have
only supplied us with two papers. My impression is that he was not a very enthusiastic
member. He was fond of receiving visitors a t
his house, showing them the graceful letter of
Mr Disraeli intimating the grant of a royal
pension, and presenting them with his autograph. The first of his two papers consists
in an earnest plea for the preservation of wild
birds, and for stronger legislative provisions.
The second is upon the reptiles of Banffshire,
in which he includes a turtle which had
rambled into these northern seas, had been
caught in a fisherman's net, and found a resting place for its shell in the Banff Museum.
In this paper he controverts the notion t h a t a
frog can hibernate indefinitely. He had tested
the matter, but alas, "poor frogie was dead."
There is also a vigorous account of an attempt to rescue an unfortunate toad from
some brutal young men. Both papers are
characteristic of their author, and are well
worth reading. I wish we had had more of
them.
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The winter meetings over, summer excursions followed and I brought to an end my
year of presidency in October 1881. I was
succeeded by the Rev. John Milne, afterwards
Dr Milne, the schoolmaster at King-Edward,
an admirable specimen of the Scottish
dominie, a man possessed with a knowledge
of varied matters. Dr Milne knew many subjects, and we listened to him with interest,
while he expounded meteors and comets or
described ancient castles and graves. He was
succeeded by Mr Ramsay, to whom I have
already referred. In the autumn of 1883 a
number of similar clubs existing in the northern counties sent representatives to Banff for
a joint meeting, which seems to have been a
great success. Many papers were read, a
supper indulged in, and an expedition carried
out. As a proof of the interest then shown
in Field Club work I may mention that on
this occasion there seem to have been eleven
clubs represented, covering a wide area. A
similar joint meeting was held in Banff in
August 1890, under the presidency of Mr
Ohisholm.
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In succession to Mr Ramsay, I find from the
Transactions that the following gentlemen
held the post of president, carrying us down
to 1890:—Rev. Walter Gregor, Dr Bruce, Mr
Spence, Rev. Mr Davidson, Dr Cramond, Rev.
Mr Sutherland, and Rev. Mr Ohisholm, a series
of excellent appointments. I left Banffshire in
1887. My last contribution was a short paper
upon the antiquities of Eastern Stirlingshire,
the district to which I had gone.
The Transactions of the Club contain some
articles of special value. Several of the
writers were recognised authorities upon the
subjects with which they dealt. Such were
Thomas Edward, the naturalist, Dr Horne, the
geologist, and Rev. Walter Gregor, famous for
his knowledge of Folklore. In looking over
the contributions one is struck by the painstaking labour which they exhibit, especially
those dealing with local districts, and families, and place-names.
Banffshire has made
a good advance since I first knew it nearly
fifty years ago, when things were in a somewhat backward condition. Its trains, for ex-
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ample, ran at an average speed of 16 miles
an hour, allowing for shunting a t all stations.
The engines and snow ploughs were too feeble
to fight successfully the winter storms, and
snow-blocks were frequent. The weather of
Banff is now considered of sufficient importance to be recorded daily in the London
Times. The Duff House Sanatorium must
have introduced many from all parts of the
country to your interesting and ancient town.
I think this district deserves and may expect
a prosperous future, and I trust that the
Field Club, in its manifold activities, may
share in that prosperity.
The paper was heard by the audience with
high appreciation, and at its close remarks
were added by Dr C. S. M'Pherson and Rev.
Dr Bruce, the latter speaking of early personalities of the Club and of its work, and emphasising the kindly memories t h a t he had
of Sheriff Scott Moncrieff. It was agreed t h a t
the Olub should send to Mrs Scott Moncrieff
an expression of the great pleasure the memtars had received from the paper of her late
husband and of their sympathy with her and
the family in their loss.
Dr Freeland Fergus, Glasgow, read the following paper on
THE PHYSIOLOGY OF VISION.
My first words must be those of apology. I
am not sure that the paper which is to
follow is quite suitable for a Natural History
Society, and particularly for the Natural History Society of Banff Whether you are aware
of it or not, the Banff Natural History Society is one of national importance, for it was
in Banff that Thomas Edward did that work
which will ever make his name prominent in
the annals of the North. In more recent
years, the work done by this Society has been
of great importance from the point of view
of the number of persons who, in Banff, have
added considerably to our knowledge of the
archaeology, the fauna and the flora of this
district. Perhaps you will allow me just in a

