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rangements for storing the printed matter belonging to the Club; (2) To have the sets of
bound volumes of the 'Transactions' in the
hands of the Secretary and the Treasurer completed and brought up to date."
Both motions were unanimously carried.
The Treasurer, Mr John Tough, submitted
his annual report, which showed that the
year had begun with £99 6s 7d on hand and
ended with a favourable balance of £109 1s 8d.
At the close of the year the list of members
stood at 77—5 'Life, 7 Honorary, and 65 Ordinary.
Sheriff More took as the subject of his presidential address "A Banffshire Scholar and
the Advocates' Library." He said:—
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A Banffshire Scholar and the Advocates'
Library.
Within the last few months there has occurred an event of far-reaching import to the
intellectual life of Scotland, but one which
has perhaps not been adequately emphasized
or realised by the nation. In these days of
Cup Tie Finals, Test Matches and motor cars,
yea, and of General Strikes and Coal Strikes,
it is all too possible that the things which
really matter may be blurred, thrown out of
true perspective, if not entirely suffocated, by
the welter of trivialities which the popular
mind is called upon to swallow and, if possible, assimilate. And it is for this reason
that I think it may not be amiss if I direct,
so far as I can within the limits of such a
paper as this, the minds of this learned Society to a matter of supreme importance, the
institution of the National Library of Scotland. If further justification, than the national importance of the subject were required to make it relevant to the proceedings
of this Club I find it in the fact that for a
period of nearly fifty years of its long and
honoured history the name of Thomas Ruddiman, one of the most notable of Banffshire's
sons, is indissolubly linked with the old Advocates' Library, now the National Library of
Scotland.
While I propose to devote the first and
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greater part, ot this paper to some remarks
upon the Advocates' Library, I want you to
bear in mind that Ruddiman became associated -with the Library only twenty years after
its foundation and that the fifty years of his
tenure of office as its Keeper were among the
most critical of its existence, because these
were the years of its testing, the years during
which it emerged from comparative obscurity
into full public recognition as one of the
great libraries of the land, entitled to share
with the British Museum, the Bodleian at Oxford, The Cambridge University Library and
Trinity College Library, Dublin, the privilege
of claiming by the Copyright Act of Queen
Anne a copy of every book entered at Stationers' Hall. Apart, altogether, from his
many other claims to fame, Ruddiman must
be remembered as one of the most distinguished in the long line of distinguished
men who have held office as Keepers of the
Advocates' Library.
The founder of the Advocates' Library was
Sir George MacKenzie af Rosehaugh, in Cromarty. He was a nephew of the Earl of Seaforth
and was born in 1639. He had a most distinguished career, not only as a lawyer but as a
man of letters and as a politican. The Entail
Act of 1685 is his work and his literary
style commended itself to no less a critic than
Dryden. He was admitted to the Faculty of
Advocates in 1659, became Member of Parliament for Ross-shire in 1669 and actively opposed the movement for the Union of the
Kingdoms. As an advocate he quickly made his
mark and in 1677 he was appointed, at the
early age of 41, Lord Advocate. It was while
holding this office that he earned the opprobrious title of "Bluidy MacKenzie," by which
his fame was, in the popular mind, at least, so
perpetuated, that even in Cockburn's time
the street urchins of Edinburgh used to show
their dare-devilry by going to his tomb in
Old Greyfriars Churchyard and calling names
at his dust It was the number and the
severity of his prosecutions, as Lord Advocate,
of the Covenanters, that made his very name
so to stink in the nostrils of many of his
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countrymen. In 1682 Sir George MacKenzie
was elected Dean of the Faculty of Advocates
thereby winning the highest honour which
t h a t learned body can confer on anyone of its
members and in the same year he founded the
Advocates' Library. The evil which he did
may have lived after him, but who dare to
say, in face of the great fact of the Library,
t h a t the good was interred with his bones?
"Si monumentum quaeris, circumspice."
Sir
George MacKenzie not only inaugurated the
Advocates' Library but was generous in his
donations to its shelves. Since his day till a
few months ago it was the private property of
the Faculty, who appointed its keeper and
staff and a body of curators, of whom I had
the honour of being one for some years before
a kindly fortune sent me to the delectable
County of Banff. At first the Library was a
very modest affair; its funds were few and its
progress slow, but it soon began to increase in
dimensions by donations of printed books and
MSS., and a method for financing it was soon
devised by which each Intrant or Candidate
for admission to the Faculty had to put down
a. good round sum of money towards its upkeep—a practice which continued till the
other day and which carried with it certain
privileges as to borrowing books—which privileges, I for one am thankful to say, are continued under the new regime.
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At first the Library was housed in modest
quarters in Mill's Square, but in 1702—the
year in which Ruddiman first became associated with it—it was removed to the buildings
under the Parliament House, where it still remains. With the passing of time the contents
of the Library, annually augmented to a formidable extent by its rights under the Copyright Act, kept outgrowing the available accommodation, and for many a long year the
Faculty was sorely put to it to find room for
its growth. The Laigh Parliament Hall, that
gloomy apartment immediately under the
Parliament House proper, was adapted to the
uses of the Library—a chamber heavy, according to somewhat vague tradition, with memories of cruelty done to Covenanting heroes
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and heroines—and at present it is used as the
principal show-room for the display of some
of the Library's greatest treasures. But the
question of accommodation has always been a
problem, and I find that in his journal, under
date Feb. 15th, 1826, Sir Walter Scott, whose
whole life shows his interest in our Faculty,
says:—"Attended a meeting of our Faculty
about our new Library. I spoke—saying t h a t
I hoped we would now at length act upon a
general plan, and look forward to commencing upon such a scale as would secure us a t
least for a century against the petty and partial management, which we have hitherto
thought sufficient, of fitting up one room a f t e r
another. Disconnected and distant, these have
been costing large sums of money from time
to time, all now thrown away. We are now
to have space enough for a very large range
of buildings, which we may execute in a
simple taste. . . ."
And again, on December 15th, 1827, Sir Walter notes:—"I missed an opportunity for
which I am very sorry. It was about our Advocates' Library, which is to be rebuilt . . .
the new library should be calculated on a
plan which ought to suffice for all the nineteenth century at least, and for t h a t purpose
sould admit of being executed progressively.
- . - • I ought to take some interest in all
this, and I do. So I will attend the next meeting of Committee."
But before the end of the nineteenth century
was reached, the calculations of Sir Walter
and his brethren were found to have been too
modest, and further extensive additions had
to be made to meet the requirements of houseroom for the increasing and never-ending
stream of accessions. One has only to have
the slightest acquaintance with such a library
as this to realize how true it is t h a t "of the
making of books there is no end." Where the
National Library may find its final restingplace cannot yet be said, but the possibilities
of enlarging still further its present home are
well-nigh exhausted, and it may be t h a t it
may have to flit from the romantic, though
inconvenient abode, where, as the Advocates'
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Library, it has, since the days of Thomas Ruddiman, been the servant, the friend, and the
inspiration of much that is best in Scottish
scholarship and belles lettres. Apart from
the great line of writers on the Scots Law, the
Stairs, the Bells, the Erskines, whose natural
home was the Advocates' Library, one likes to
think of the great Sir Walter, plunging down
from the Parliament Hall or from his own
seat in the Inner House above to the depths
of the Library below to verify a reference or
to add yet another piece of historical lore to
his teeming memory, which in due time would
be reborn -or immortality by the magic of his
wizard's touch. Or, in more latter days, one
can see the gaunt figure of Robert Louis
Stevenson leaving the Parliament Hall, where
he ought to have been, but which he hated, to
browse on the rich pasturages of the Library
below. In this connection, I cannot refrain
from quoting a part of E. L. S.'s well-known
description of the Parliament Hall:—"This is
the salle des pas verdus of the Scottish Bar.
There, by a ferocious custom, idle youth must
promenade from ten till two. From end to
end, single or in pairs or trios, the gowns and
wigs go back and forward. . . . Intelligent
men have been walking here daily for ten or
twenty years without a rag of business or a
shilling of reward. In process of time, they
may perhaps be made the Sheriff-Substitute
and Fountain of Justice at Lerwick or Tobermory." But R. L. S.'s view is a disgruntled
one. He was never meant for the Bar, and
tradition has it that the only time when he
was called upon to make a purely foimal appearance in Court, his courage failed and he
went for a walk on the Pentlands.
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But the Library never was a close preserve
for members of the Faculty of Advocates. It
was always the proud desire of the Faculty
t h a t its rich resources should be available to
all real students and searchers after knowledge; and accommodation, as adequate as
could be provided under the circumstances of
space and finance under which the Library
existed, was made available to all members of
the public who could furnish credentials of
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their bona fides. And through all the long
years from 1682 till the other day this vast
organisation was owned, financed and managed by a body of professional men, of very
moderate average means, and numbering only
between 300 and 400. Away back in 1874,
Thomas Carlyle, writing to the Dean of Faculty on the subject of the Library, said:—
"It is incomparably the best of all the
Libraries we have in Scotland, and in fact the
only Library worth calling such, to which
literary aspirants and known literary people,
except connected with colleges, have any practical admittance, an Institution which may to
Scotland, in that respect, be called invaluable.
My clear testimony therefore is, that essentially it belongs to Scotland at large—such is
the liberal practice of the Honourable f a c u l t y
whose property it especially is and that it
fairly deserves all reasonable help and support from whoever calls itself a Government
in that country."
In tracing, as I now propose to do, the history of the recent negotiations which have
resulted in the transference of the Library
from the Faculty of Advocates to the Scottish
nation I shall draw largely from a pamphlet
issued to Members of Parliament by the Scottish National Library Endowment Trust In
1925, a copy of which has been kindly placed
at my disposal for the purposes of this paper
by my friend, W. K. Dickson, LL.D., for many
years Keeper of the Advocates' and now, one
is glad to think, Keeper of the National
Library.
The establishment of a National Library in
Scotland had been the subject of discussion
for more than sixty years, and the project had
always enlisted much interest and support.
The existence, however, in Edinburgh of the
great collection of books and manuscripts in
the Advocates' Library, with the facilities
afforded to the public by the Faculty, operated to some extent as a deterrent rather
than as a stimulus to the movement. It was
realized that so long as the Advocates' Library
fulfilled the part of a Scottish National
Library no rival to it could hope to succeed.
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and that any National Library worthy of the
name must be founded on and incorporate the
existing foundation.
The position of the Advocates' Library as
the private property of the Faculty, maintained by funds supplied personally by members of the Bar, raised serious difficulties in
the way of its transfer to the nation. At the
same time the State recognition of the Advocates' Library as the representative Scottish
Library, entitled to the privileges under the
Copyright Acts to which I have referred, imposed on the Faculty a measure of obligation
to the public, while it greatly increased the
burden of expenditure.
In recent years, and especially during and
since the war, the Faculty came to realize
that it would no longer be possible for them
in future out of their own unaided resources
to maintain their Library on its old scale, and
to continue to the public the facilities hitherto afforded. The Faculty might no doubt have
decided to dispose of part of their exceedingly
valuable collection of manuscripts and earlyprinted books, to relinquish the copyright privilege, to cut down the establishment, and to
discontinue their public service or restrict it
within narrow limits. It was felt, however,
that such an end to the great record of the
Advocates Library was not to be contemplated. The matter was properly regarded as
one of national concern, and in 1922 the Government was approached by the Faculty of
Advocates with a definite offer to transfer
their Library to the nation, under suitable
conditions, with a view to its reconstitution
on a national basis. The first view of the Government was that while fully acknowledging
and appreciating the Faculty's offer the then
state of the national finances made it impracticable to proceed with the transference to the
State of the ownership and management of
the Library. The Government, however, agreed
to grant £2000 per annum towards the cost of
upkeep of the Library and this annual grant
was a welcome aid to its finances, small
though it was compared with the grants made
to the Welsh and Irish Libraries. The im-
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portant matter, however, was the public recognition by the Government of the position
of the Advocates' Library as a national asset,
and of its claims to public recognition and
support. The Government grant, coupled with
increased annual subscriptions from the members of Faculty, made it possible to carry on
the administration of the Library for the time
being. But it was realized that the Faculty's
offer of their Library to the nation and the
Government's approval of its reconstitution on
national lines, which financial considerations
alone deterred them from carrying out, had
created a new situation. It was fitting t h a t
the public interested in the institution of a
National Library should be apprised of the
position, and particularly that finance alone
now stood in the way of the realisation of the
project.
A statement regarding the Library, signed
by a number of representative Scotsmen, including Lord Rosebery, Lord Balfour, Mr
Bonar Law, Sir Herbert Maxwell, Mr John
Buchan, and others, was prepared and issued
in pamphlet form, in which it was pointed
out that it had from the beginning been
maintained by a comparatively small body of
professional men who had expended upon it
over a quarter of a million pounds. The statement concluded as follows:—"The position
which has been brought about by the Faculty's proposal and the sympathetic attitude
of the Government merits the consideration of
all who are interested in the future of Scottish
literature and learning. The matter cannot
well be left where it stands. A great library
has been offered to the Scottish nation. The
State is willing to accept the offer. All t h a t
is needed is the provision of an endowment
sufficient to supply the expenses of administration, and so justify the establishment of a
representative body of Trustees authorised to
accept and administer on the nation's behalf
the proffered gift. As things stand to-day, the
necessary funds cannot be obtained from the
Exchequer. Unless they are otherwise obtained the achievement of an inspiring national project must be indefinitely postponed.
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It rests with the Scottish people to ensure
that this does not happen. It must not be
said that a nation which, above others, is tenacious of tradition and historic possession,
permitted one of the chief of its heritages to
decay, or that a race which has carried the
light of learning throughout the globe suffered
the lamp in its own citadel to grow dim."
A small Trust was set up early in 1923, called
the Scottish National Library Endowment
Trust for the purpose of receiving and holding
donations towards the endowment of the prospective National Library. Within a few days
of the public intimation of the creation of this
Trust the financial difficulty was Bolved in
dramatic fashion by the munificent gift of
£100,000, received from Mr (now Sir Alexander)
Grant. The inner history of this transaction
which I had from Mr H. P. Macmillan, who
as Hon. Secretary of the Endowment Trust
was approached by Mr Grant, reveals how a
really big thing can be done simply and without ostentation. This gift at once made it
possible for the Government to accept the Faculty's offer and, the necessary legislation
having been passed, the National Library became an accomplished fact.
It is impossible, within the scope of such a
paper as this, to do more than indicate some
of the more notable possessions of this great
Library. Few members of the public have any
idea of the magnitude and value of the gift
which has been made to the nation. No beneficent individual, however many times a
multi-millionaire, could create a library comparable in Scottish national interest to the
collection inherited by the Faculty of Advocates. its present contents are estimated at
about 750,000 books and pamphlets, not including manuscripts, maps, or music.
Among the manuscripts are some fine illuminated books of the Middle Ages, for example,
the 13th Century Bible, described by Ruskin in
his Edinburgh lecture on Pre-Raphaelitism,
the Psalter and Hours illuminated for
Eleanor de Bohun, daughter-in-law of Edward
III., a great Italian Justinian of the
century, and a magnificent copy of St Au--.

b

41

42

Ba

nf

fs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

tine's De Civitate Dei, written and illuminated
in Paris about 1503 for Cardinal Georges
d'Amboise. But the chief glory of the Library
is its collection of Scottish MSS., not a few
of which are among the original authorities
for the history of the country. Among these
to mention only a few, are the Bull of Popr
John XXII., authorising the anointing and
coronation of Robert Bruce and his successors
as Kings of Scotland, Fordoun's Scotichronieon, Wyntoun's Chronicle, Barbour's Bruce,
Blind Harry's Wallace, a large number of
autograph letters of Mary Queen of Scots.
Of more modern interest is the "Lyon in
Mourning," the collection of Jacobite memorials made by Bishop Robert Forbes, which
was bequeathed to the Faculty by Robert
Chambers, and which is the source of much
of the popular history of the 'Forty-five.
Some of the Ecclesiastical documents are of
supreme importance and interest, such as
"The King's Confession," the Covenant of 1580,
signed by James VI., a copy of the National
Covenant of 1638. There are also the MSS. of
"Marmion" and of "Waverley," and during
the last year or so the MS. of "Redgauntlet"
has been gifted to the Library by Mr H. P.
Macmillan. The list of interesting MSS. in the
Library could be extended ad infinitum, but
these examples are perhaps sufficient to show
how rich the Library is.
In another department, namely, in early examples of printing, the catalogue of treasure
is also a long one. And here again the chief
interest of the Library lies in its Scottish
books. These include the only known copy of
"The Porteons of Noblenes," printed by Walter Chepman and Andrew Myllar at the Southgait Press in Edinburgh in 1508—the first book
printed in Scotland and of supreme interest in
view of the later development of printing in
Edinburgh which for long made the capital
the most important printing centre in Britain.
There is also a copy of the 42-line Gutenberg
Bible—the famous "Mazarin Bible," the first
book to be printed with movable metal type.
Such, in short, is an outline of the history
and contents of the Old Advocates' Library
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over which Thomas Ruddiman was called to
rule in 1702 a t the age of 28. There is some
dispute as to the exact place of his birth in
1674, but his biographer, George Chalmers,
gives it as the farm of Raggel in the parish of
Boyndie, in the barony of Baldavy. His
mother was the daughter of Andrew Simpson,
farmer, of Little Ratie (i.e.. Rettie), in the
eame parish.
His father, James, was born
in tihe parish of Alvah—he is buried in Alvah
Churchyard—but moved to Raggel, then the
property of Mr Ogilvie of Baldavy, which, as
Chalmers says, "by one of those changes that
are incident to small estates, has since become a part of the possessions of the Earl of
Findlater." Thomas' father was a man with
a big body, but with a tender heart, for we are
told that when he heard that Charles II. had
died he burst into tears—a manifestation of
loyalty which made such an impression on his
boy Thomas, then 10 years of age, that he recalled it in one of his works published nearly
60 years after.
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Thomas went to the Parish School of Boyndie,
a mile off, accompanied daily, according to tradition, as far as the half-way resting-place by a
dog, which turned and trotted home by itself
after getting a bite of the provender which the
boy carried with him to sohool. This early
friendship with a dog was characteristic of the
man who through all his long life always had
a dog, called throughout the succeeding generations by the same name of "Rascal," for the
friend of his walks. At Boyndie, the boy excelled the other scholars and soon became well
grounded in the rudiments of the Latin language, and even at this early stage fell under
the spell of Ovid, who all his life remained
his first and last favourite among Latin
writers.
Having exhausted the resources of
the parish school, Thomas, anxious to spread
his wings, went off, without his father's knowledge and indeed against his wishes, to try his
luck in a competition for a bursary at King's
College, Aberdeen. He was only 16. his father
thought him too young to leave the home-nest,
but the boy, father or no father, had that in
him which would not be thwarted. So off he
went, fortified for the great adventure by a
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guinea from his sister Agnes, "a contribution,'
as his biographer says, "which he always mentioned to her praise, and timely repaid to her
offspring." On the way to Aberdeen, he was
set on by gipsies, who stripped him of his little
fineries, and he arrived in Aberdeen without
friends or recommendations and without decent
apparel—in those days, probably the worst of
all handicaps. But in spite of his youtih and
vicissitudes young Ruddiman came through
and won the bursary.
His feet were now on
the high-road of scholarship and in due course,
in 1691, he obtained the degree of Master of
Arts. One of his fellow-students was Simon
Fraser of Beaufort, afterwards Lord Lovat of
doubtful memory. Another was Dunlop, the
watchmaker, who, as Chalmers tersely puts it,
"being an honester man (than Simon Fraser)
rose to be a more useful citizen." In 1695
Euddiman became schoolmaster of tihe public
school of Laurencekirk, where he continued to
teach for over three years, when the whole
of his future career came to be determined by
the purest accident. The incident cannot
be better described than in Chalmers' words:—
"It was towards the end of the year 1699 t h a t
an accident opened new prospects to Ruddiman's penetrating sight. The celebrated Dr
Pitcairne, being detained by violence of weather at this inconsiderable hamlet, which had
not yet a library at the inn, felt the misery of
having nothing to do. Wanting society, he
enquired if there were no person in the village
who could interchange conversation and would
partake of his dinner. The hostess informed
him that the schoolmaster, though young was
said to be learned, and though modest, she was
sure, could talk. Thus met Pitcairne, a/t the
age of forty-seven, with Ruddiman at twentyfive. Their literature, their politics, and their
general oast of mind were mutually pleasing
to each other. Pitcairne invited Ruddiman to
Edinburgh, offered him his patronage, and performed, in the end, what is not always experienced, as much as he originally promised."
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Dr Pitcairne, this new-found friend of Ruddiman, was at this time at the height of his
influence in the intellectual world of Edinburgh, and no better sponsor could have been
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secured for the young "lad o' pairts" from
Banffshire than this versatile and learned personage, who, after studying theology and law,
turned his energies to the study and practice
of medicine for which, after a period as professor of medicine in Leyden University, he
settled in Edinburgh and acquired great fame,
not only in his profession, but with the
literati of the city, among whom he was an
outstanding and influential figure. This sudden up-rooting of the young schoolmaster
from his country school took place in 1699,
and almost from his first appearance in Edinburgh we find Ruddiman attracted to the
twenty-year-old Advocates' Library. At first
he had no settled occupation in Edinburgh
and much of his time was spent in the Library, arranging books, copying papers and
making extracts from interesting authors. In
1701 he married, as the first of a quite lavish
succession of wives. Miss Barbara Scollay,
daughter of an Orcadian landowner. In this
connection his biographer makes the quaint
comment that "Ruddiman, with all his propension to study, seems to have been fond of
matrimony, either from a desire of the society it gives, or from a conviction of the usefulness it brings."
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In the following year, 1702, Ruddiman, whose
disinterested devotion to the Library had not
passed unnoticed, was offered and accepted
the post of Assistant Librarian, and so began
a connection with the Library which was to
last nearly fifty years, years fruitful of benefit not only to the Library but to Ruddiman.
At the first his salary was 100 pounds Scots,
or eight pounds six and eightpence sterling,
payable half-yearly, but within a year, as a
reward for his uncommon diligence, he was
allowed an extra fifty pounds Scots. There
were also certain pickings available to eke
out this handsome salary. He was paid for
copying MSS. for the use of the Library, ajid
he earned a small honorarium from each Intrant to the Faculty of Advocates for correcting the Latin thesis which then, and even unto
this day, each candidate for admission must
prepare and present, as his own, to the ruling
powers.
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And so, at the early age of twenty-eight,
we find our scholar safely housed in the niche
which Fortune and his own peculiar qualifications had found for him—a niche which 'he
was destined to adorn to the admiration ot'
his contemporaries and the gratitude of posterity.
This is not the place, even if there were the
time, to do more than indicate the many
activities which engaged this erudite, diligent
and pious scholar, apart from his Library
work. The Library was his first care, but it
was also the base from which his manifold
activities in scholarship, business and public
controversy were launched.
He corrected
manuscripts for authors, and proofs for
printers. He sold books by public auction in
the Parliament Close. He kept boarders in
his house. He ran a printing press and a
newspaper, and, to quote from the brilliant
author of "Scottish Men of Letters" in the
Eighteenth Century," the late Henry Grey
Graham, "in the dim, dusty crypt under the
Parliament House. . . . Ruddiman pored over
dusty manuscripts, exhumed Scots authors,
edited Gavin Douglas' Virgil, which came out
in stately folios, with a glossary, learned and
erroneous, and many a book on knotty points
of Scottish history over which there were shed
much ink, party enthusiasm, and ill temper.
No more energetic soul than Ruddiman lived
in Edinburgh, and he added to his many callings that of printer—from his press issuing
his famous Latin Rudiments in 1714, school
classics, vended at sixpence a copy, and the
Jacobite newspaper the Caledonian Mercury,
which began in 1718. His time was passed in
writing historical treatises learnedly, printing classic texts accurately, controverting
vituperatively, marrying frequently, becoming
prosperous yearly."
But in spite of all these distractions, Ruddiman never failed in his duty to the Library,
and Chalmers, his biographer, in summing up
his work as Keeper, says:—"The learning, the
judgment, the activity, and attention which
Ruddiman invariably exerted for the benefit of this institution, during fifty years, have
justly gained him the honour of being the
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second founder of the Advocates' Library."
In 1751, when he was seventy-five years old,
Ruddiman found that his eyesight, which had
meant so much to him, was failing; and in
spite of the efforts of medical men it gradually became worse, till on 7th January 1752
he felt that his time as Keeper of the Library
had reached its term and he tendered his
resignation of the office "into these hands
from whom I received it." His letter of resignation, written in stately English, contains
a striking tribute to the Faculty of Advocates.
It did not meet with the approval of the great
Dr Johnson, whose comment was that "such a
letter from such a scholar ought to have been
in Latin."
Ruddiman, who was succeeded at the
Library by David Hume, did not long survive
his retiral, and in 1757 the Banffshire loon
died, full of years and honour. He was
buried in Greyfriar's Churchyard, but, unlike the first founder of the Library, he has
no tomb-stone to mark his resting-place.
And so, again to quote Mr Graham—"There
disappeared from tihe High Street the wellknown and eminently respectable figure of the
old scholar, with his thin, wiry form, erect
and active walk, his solemn face with the
bushy eyebrows, and those piercing eyes which
daunted any who ventured to question his
opinion; clad on 'best days' in an orangecoloured coat and a scarlet waistcoat, with
cooked hat over the curled, frizzled wig. A
sober, sedate man, he knew when at convivial
boards ihe ought to stop, saying "The liquor
will not go down.' "
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On the motion of MR Wm. Barclay, seconded
by Dr M'Pherson, the President was thanked
for his interesting paper.
Office-bearers.
The office-bearers were elected as follows:—
resident—Sheriff More, Montcoffer; Vice-Presidents—Sheriff Grant, Inverness; Messrs Geo.
D. Thomson, M.A., Kindrought; James T. Gordon, Oupar; John Graham Callander, F.S.A.
(Scot.); Prof. Wm. G. Craib, Aberdeen University; Dr A. B. Murray, Banff; J. Malcolm

