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A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was
held this evening, Mr Wm. Barclay presiding,
in the absence of the President.
Three new members were proposed for election.
Natural History Inquiry.
There was read a communication from Dr
Mahood, Tiverton, Devon, calling attention to
the work of the Phenological Committee of
the Royal Meteorological Society, London, and
inviting local aid concerning the flowering of
certain critical or type plants, the first date
of singing of certain resident birds, the appearance of migrants, &c. A printed form of
questions, with instructions, is supplied annually by the committee, which is returned in
November for drawing up the year's report.
The meeting agreed to secure a few of the
printed forms of questions with the view of
local work being possibly undertaken.
Captain John Urquhart of Craigston and
Cromarty.
The chief business was the reading of a long
and interesting paper by Mr Alistair N.
Tayler of Glenbarry on Captain John Urquhart of Craigston and Cromarty.
The subject of this paper, John Urquhart,
was the only son of James Urquhart of Knockleith and his wife Margaret Fraser of Easter
Tyrie. His sisters were Mary, who married
Patrick Duff of Craigston, and Agnes, who became the wife of Robert Grant of Arndilly.
James Urquhart of Knockleith was the third
son of Patrick Urquhart of Meldrum and
Lethenty. He had seen some military service
in his youth, having been Quarter Master of
Lord Airlie's Troop when it was disbanded at
Dundee in 1657. He was appointed Quarter
Master to the Troop of his brother, Adam
Urquhart of Meldrum, in the Regiment of
Scots Horse, on the accession of James vii.
It is believed that he was subsequently appointed adjutant of Colonel Richard Cunningham's Dragoons (now the 7th Hussars) in
June 1691, was promoted Lieutenant in 1695
and later Captain-Lieutenant of the same Regiment. He owned the small estate of Knockleith, which he sold to Patrick Duff of Craigston in 1702, and died in 1711.
John, his son, was born at Knockleith in

