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The 43rd annual meeting of the Banffshire
Field Club was held this evening in the Reading Room of the Public Library, Banff, the president, Dr Alexander Grant, in the chair.
Miss Margaret M. Robertson, M.A., and Major
John Hutcheson were admitted members of the
Club.
There was submitted by Mr John Tough, hon
treasurer, an abstract of the accounts for the
year. Income—In bank on deposit receipt a t
15th October 1921. £30 9s 9d: 5% War Loan, £50;
members' subscriptions: 62 gentlemen—£18 5s;
10 ladies—£1 5s; interest on deposit receipt,
14s 6d; interest on war bond, £2 10s; total, £103
4s 3d. Expenditure—Printing, £9 8s 6d; Societies' Year Book, 12s 6d; Postages of secretary
and treasurer, £1 15s 7d; in bank on deposit
receipt, 20th October 1922, £41 7s 8d; War Loan
£50; total, £103 4s 3d.
The report was adopted, and Mr Tough was
thanked for his kindly and efficient services.
Annual Report,
The Secretary presented his annual report as
follows :—
When the Israelites arrived in Canaan they
had only two, out of all the thousands that
came out of Egypt, remaining, viz.:—Joshua
the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephuuneh.
We have existed as a Club for421/2years and
have gone one better, for we find on examining our present list of members that we have
still three of the original members left, viz.:—
Mr Gordon-Duff of Park, ex-Provost Alexander
and the Secretary. Our first President, Sheriff
Scott Moncrieff and Dr Horne, one of the three
vice-presidents, though no longer members of
the Club, are still alive. We are not. perhaps.
entitled to boast, like old Nestor before Troy,
that we have lived through three generations
of men and taken a welcome part in the councils of heroes and sages, with mayhap an occasional sprinkling of demigods: but we can
with confidence say that, as members of this
Club, we have associated with men of quite respectable attainments and achievements. At
least eight of our former Presidents have had
the distinction of honorary degrees conferred
upon them by the University. Post hoc is not
always propter hoc, so we may not be justified
in claiming t h a t the honorary degrees conferred on these gentlemen were due to the fact
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that they had previously occupied the positions
of Presidents and Vice-Presidents of this Club.
But we may claim t h a t the conferment of these
degrees clearly shews that we had good men in
our membership and t h a t we had the good
sense to appreciate their worth.
With the literary achievements of members of
our Club it is more difficult to deal. To make a
complete catalogue of the books written and
edited by our members would require a librarian, or a t least someone experienced in t h a t
sort of work. Dr Ramsay, Dr Milne, Dr Cramond, Mr Spence, Mr Nicol, Rev. R. H. Calder,
Rev. Dr Bruce, Dr Bulloch, Major Grant, Mr
Barclay, Dr Mahood and Mr Tayler are names
that will readily occur to you in this connection; while our printed transactions, which
must extend to between 3000 and 4000 closely
printed pages, are the outcome of our evening
meetings. So much for literature. As regards
science, a t least five of our members, viz.. Mr
Harvie-Brown, Mr George Muirhead, Dr John
Home, of the Geological Survey, and Professors
Thomson and Craib have made valuable contributions.
But to come to the business in hand, namely,
the work of the past year, we find t h a t though
this cannot be regarded as a great year, still a
fair amount of good work has been done. At
the annual meeting, which, though generally
regarded as the closing meeting of the year,
is really the commencement of our evening
meetings, we have a very interesting little
paper communicated by Dr Mahood. The paper
was suggested by the then recent visit of waxwings, and gives a number of facts t h a t will
be useful and interesting to ornithologists and
others who are interested in the life history of
this beautiful stranger.
Not long ago we had a paper by a clergyman
on the bagpipes, the music of which has so
often inspired Scotsmen to deeds of daring, and
which a Highlander described as "the creat
Hielan bagpipe, the prite o' the lan'." Dr Grant
in his presidential address dealt with an instrument better accommodated to the delicate
rerves of what many regard as an effeminate
generation, viz., the violin. Dr Grant gave a
brief history of the principal composers of
Reels and Strathspeys, who were mostly, if not
all, famous violin players: his remarks were
illustrated by specimens from the works of
each composer, played by Messrs Henry and
Paterson on the violin and the piano, and the
combined contributions of speaker and musicians afforded a treat t h a t those present will
not soon forget.
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Our transactions open this year with a paper
by a Glasgow gentleman, Mr John Main, F.G.S ,
on Scottish Alpine plants. This is a good example of a scientific paper written in a style
that makes it quite interesting to the general
reader, while to botanists it is valuable as shewing the sort of situations where Alpine plants
are likely to be found.
At the same meeting a paper was read, communicated by Mr John White, The Orphanage,.
Aberlour, who was perhaps our largest outside
contributor to the "Flora of Banffshire." In
this paper Mr White deals with a more prosaic
subject, the dietetic value of vegetables and
fruits, and gives much information t h a t will
be new to many and interesting to all.
Then we have two biographical papers, one
by Dr J. M. Bulloch, in which is narrated the
rather hard experiences of a Gordon of Whiteley and his family in Barbary, where he held
an appointment in the Consular service; the
other, by Mr Barclay, on "Sir Thomas Urquh a r t of Cromarty." The Urquharts of Cromarty and Craigston were a remarkable race
and have been much written about, and this
Sir Thomas had surely been the most remarkaole man of them all. He was soldier, traveller
and author. His translation of Rabelais is not,
like so many so-called translations, a mere
substitution of an English word for a French
one; but gives the spirit of the original, and
makes such a book as Rabelais would probably
have written if he had been an English instead
of a French author. Some of Sir Thomas s
other works are very eccentric, but shew a man
of immense learning, the foundations of which,
we are fain to think, were laid in the Grammar
School of Banff, where he was a pupil.
There will be found in the Transactions copy
of a document commandeered from the Banffshire Journal, which is of great interest even
now, and will become more interesting with the
lapse of time. It is a Report by the Architect
of the expense of the various items connected
with the erection of Banff Bridge.
The Club has to regret the loss of one member
by death. Mrs Ross, Cullen, joined the Club
soon after it was started, and kept up her interest in it to her death. We have also lost
several members by resignation. On the other
hand ten new members have joined, an accession that will probably more than make up tor
our losses.
,
The numbers of resident and non-resident
members are very nearly equal, being something over 40 each. The non-resident members
have done their part very well in supplying

b

4!)

lu
b

50

Ba
n

ffs

hi

re

Fi
e

ld

C

papers for our evening meetings. The audiences have to come from the resident members,
and it is to be honed that town's members will
bear this in mind and attend the meetings as
often as they can.
We have no Botanical Supplement this year,
but the "Flora of Banffshire" is by no means
complete, and contributions will be thankfully
received by the Secretary or may be posted
to the Editor, Professor Craib, to the University, or to his private residence, Tillydrone
House, Old Aberdeen.
Dr Mahood, as an appendix to his Presioential Address, had compiled a rather extensive list of Banffshire Birds. I t was not printed
at the time on account of the very high cost of
paper and printing. He has been adding to
it ever since, and is anxious to receive lists of
local birds from anyone who has made them or
can procure them from friends. Communications on the subject may be addressed to Dr
A E. Mahood, 2 Morley Terrace, Tiverton,
Devon, or to the Secretary, Banffshire Field
Club, Banff.
The report was cordially adopted, and the
President took occasion to pass a high tribute
to the work and personality of the Secretary,
tnan whom, he said, no society ever had a more
faithful or better office-bearer. He had done
erudite work for the Club; he was the means
of introducing the work on the botany of Banffshire, and he did much for it and got other
people to help. In another month he would
be 91 years of age, so that both physically and
mentally he was a wonder, and it was the wish
of everyone that he might have many a long
year yet. (Applause.)
Ex-Provost Alexander cordially homologated
these remarks.

Local Birds.
The following paper was read from Dr
Mahood, Tiverton, Devon:—
During the past year considerable progress
h a s been made in collecting material for the
list of local birds which I am preparing for
the Field Club. I have to t h a n k heartily the
numerous correspondents who have so kindly
placed their knowledge a t my disposal. But
I wish to plead for f u r t h e r assistance, as Mr
Yeats and I have, so far, failed to obtain recorders for some parts of t h e district.
Notes about birds in any portion of the
area between the Grampians and the Moray
Firth will be useful. Plain accounts of the

