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papers for our evening meetings. The audiences have to come from the resident members,
and it is to be honed that town's members will
bear this in mind and attend the meetings as
often as they can.
We have no Botanical Supplement this year,
but the "Flora of Banffshire" is by no means
complete, and contributions will be thankfully
received by the Secretary or may be posted
to the Editor, Professor Craib, to the University, or to his private residence, Tillydrone
House, Old Aberdeen.
Dr Mahood, as an appendix to his Presioential Address, had compiled a rather extensive list of Banffshire Birds. I t was not printed
at the time on account of the very high cost of
paper and printing. He has been adding to
it ever since, and is anxious to receive lists of
local birds from anyone who has made them or
can procure them from friends. Communications on the subject may be addressed to Dr
A E. Mahood, 2 Morley Terrace, Tiverton,
Devon, or to the Secretary, Banffshire Field
Club, Banff.
The report was cordially adopted, and the
President took occasion to pass a high tribute
to the work and personality of the Secretary,
tnan whom, he said, no society ever had a more
faithful or better office-bearer. He had done
erudite work for the Club; he was the means
of introducing the work on the botany of Banffshire, and he did much for it and got other
people to help. In another month he would
be 91 years of age, so that both physically and
mentally he was a wonder, and it was the wish
of everyone that he might have many a long
year yet. (Applause.)
Ex-Provost Alexander cordially homologated
these remarks.
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Local Birds.
The following paper was read from Dr
Mahood, Tiverton, Devon:—
During the past year considerable progress
h a s been made in collecting material for the
list of local birds which I am preparing for
the Field Club. I have to t h a n k heartily the
numerous correspondents who have so kindly
placed their knowledge a t my disposal. But
I wish to plead for f u r t h e r assistance, as Mr
Yeats and I have, so far, failed to obtain recorders for some parts of t h e district.
Notes about birds in any portion of the
area between the Grampians and the Moray
Firth will be useful. Plain accounts of the
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ordinary birds are not very difficult to write,
but the fuller the particulars about numbers
and habits the better.
One of the objects of modern ornithology is
t o obtain material for a census of birds,
which would help in the decision of questions
of practical importance, including the economic value of different species from the agricultural point of view.
Strange to say there is still considerable
difference of opinion whether the House Sparrow or the Chaffinch is the more dominant
species in Great Britain, although it is known
t h a t one or the other may predominate in
neighbouring districts. If some more correspondents will assist in this enquiry I shall
soon have enough material to form a basis
on which a more complete census may be
founded.
The first requirement is at least one list
from each parish giving the relative numbers
of the common, well known, resident birds as
they occur at different periods of the year,
and, as f a r as possible, of the summer and
winter migrants. The more lists sent for tabulation, the better will be the result, and the
greater the pleasure which the individual observers will derive. Two or more can combine to make a list, and compare observations.
I shall be glad to forward a blank list of
birds, with some suggestions, to anyone who
feels inclined to help.
The visitation of Waxwings, which I described for last annual meeting, continued
over the New Year, and I am anxious to obtain further reports of any seen in the district, especially Upper Banffshire and Buchan.
Perhaps one of the most important events
in Scottish Ornithology for 1922 is the discovery of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers in
Lower Strathspey, by one of our members, Mr
W. Steuart Menzies of Arndilly. They were
also seen by Major C. E. Bates on the Banffshire side of the Spey (The Field. May 6 and
20, 1922). I mentioned in my address (Dec. 12,.
1918, p. 80) t h a t T. Edward's two records for
Banffshire were bracketed for lack of confirmation. vet he had one of the specimens. I
have since learned that the specimen at Delgaty was not shot there, but was bought from
Lemmon, taxidermist at Banff. It may have
been procured locally, but evidence of the
exact source is needed. The Rev. Dr Gordon,
of Birnie, stated t h a t the three species of
Woodpecker, major, viridis, and minor, had
been included among the provincial denizens
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[i.e., in Moray], but u n f o r t u n a t e l y gave no
particulars for the two latter species. These
are the only records which I have found of
the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker north of the
Grampians. In the Practical Handbook of
British Birds (Witherby) p a r t ix., published
September 20, 1920, it is stated for Scotland
t h a t one occurred in Dumfriesshire in 1865,
two said to have been obtained in the Solway district, said t o have bred in Renfrewshire, 1904, but t h a t other reported occurrences elsewhere in Scotland were extremely
doubtful.
The Great Spotted Woodpeckers which occur
in Scotland belong to two races, if not two
species or sub-species, the Northern or Continental and tihe British, which can be fairly
easily distinguished. In the former the bill
is considerably stouter and blunter; the
wing, tail and tarsus as a rule are longer
t h a n in the British. Both these races are
found in N.E. Scotland, and I am anxious to
obtain particulars of any stuffed specimens in
the district. If a sketch of the head and bill
—or a photograph of the bird—with careful
measurements of the greatest width and
length of bill, lengtlh of wing, of tail and
of tarsus, and a description of colours of
lumage, are sent to me I shall be glad to
help in deciding the race.
I have received information from various
p a r t s of the district about Green Woodpeckers, but so f a r it has been r a t h e r vague,
and not sufficiently definite. Particulars respecting this species are much desired, as it
is only a r a r e v a g r a n t in Scotland.
Major James Grant of Glen Grant reported
t h a t three J a y s h a d been seen between Rothes
and Craigellachie about November 19, 1921; an
important addition to our knowledge of this
species, which has seldom been seen north of
t h e Grampians.
Mr Hugh Trail h a s sent me valuable notes
about birds which he observed around Fraserburgh during the violent storm of the first
five days of J a n u a r y 1922, including a Slavonian Grebe seen near the harbour on Janu a r y 5. Miss Gowan has presented to Banff
Museum an excellent specimen of t h e female
Slavonian Grebe which was shot on Cranoch
Loch, near Cullen, on F e b r u a r y 3, 1922.
The Little Grebe h a s long been known to
breed in various p a r t s of the "Nor'-East," but
of the other Grebes the Great Crested alone
bred in Scotland when the second edition of
Saunders' Manual of British Birds was published in 1899. Since then the range of the
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Great Crested, the Slavonian and the Eared
or Black-necked Grebe has extended considerably. From information which I have received, it appears t h a t the Great Crested and
the Slavonian, and perhaps also the Eared
Grebe, have lately taken to breed in the area
south of the Moray Firth. These Grebes should
be rigorously protected; and if the birds are
not shot a t any season in the year, and the
nests not robbed an interesting attraction will
be added to the local bird-life.
I am sorry to record t h a t the Sandwich
Terns which used to breed at Loch Strathbeg
did not appear there this summer. It is
stated t h a t their absence is the result of persecution in tihe form of egg-gathering.
The announcement in the Banffshire Journal (Nov. 21, 1922) of the recent shooting of a
Pomatorhine Skua near Dallas, Morayshire,
is well worth recording in our Transactions.
The only other occurrences, known to me, of
this species in the "Nor'-East" are:—a specimen- shot near limes House and presented to
Elgin Museum in 1910, and one killed a t
Fraserburgh in 1881. Although the Pomatorhine Skua plunders Terns and Gulls of their
food, it also preys freely upon lemmings, and
seems more addicted to mammals than the
other Skuas are. The Dallas bird was eating
a hare which it had killed.
In my presidential address (Dec. 3, 1918), I
drew attention to the four species of Wagtails
which are found in the district. Since then I
have received further confirmation of the
occurrence of tihe White Wagtail; but there is
still scope for more observation of the visits
and habits of this species.
It seems t h a t many persons interested in
birds hesitate to identify White Wagtails from
Pied, and others consider them simply two
forms of the same species. But, when in
doubt, it is better to admit the presence of
birds which differ from the normal Pied, and
to describe the points of difference observed.
In this way ornithologists would be afforded
some much-needed material for deciding Questions relating to the migration and lifehistory of the White Wagtail.
.
Although chiefly known in the British Isles
as a bird of passage in spring and early
autumn, it has bred in various parts of the
country. There are some well-authenticated
records of Pied and White Wagtails pairing;
a fact which introduces further difficulties in
identification.
A few points of distinction may be mentioned. The black mantle and back of the
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adult male Pied Wagtail distinguishes it readily, a t all seasons, from the male White,
which has its mantle and back blue-grey.
Some authors describe the back of the male
Pied as ash-grey in winter, hut this certainly
is not always the case. The adult female "Pied
in summer has the fore-head white, the crown'
and nape black; hut in winter the fore-head
and part of the crown white, the rest of the
crown and nape black, and the mantle grey.
The adult female White, in summer has the
fore-head white, slightly mottled black; crown
and nape black, with some grey in the black
of the nape; the grey of the mantle is not
quite so pure as in the mule. In winter the
fore-head is grey, sometimes with a little
dusky white, the crown grey but rather
darker than the mantle.
The immature birds a r e much more difficult to differentiate.
The autumn moult occurs from August to
November, and the second moult from January to March.
Witherhy's "Practical Manual of British
Birds' (1920) has an excellent plate contrastingvarious plumages of the two species; I found
it very useful during an examination of a
series of skins.
Do any White Wagtails remain through the
winter in Banffshire or adjoining counties?
Not many seem to be familiar with the
songs of Wagtails, and yet the males of all
our species do sing. Mr N. Maclachlan of
Ardmeallie has lately described the song of a
Grey Wagtail, which lie heard, on the wing,
on April 19, as having a slight resemblance
to the skylark's song, wth a few softer notes
of a canary, but lasting barely half a minute.
(The Field. May 6. 1922, p. 622.)
I heard a male Pied Wagtail singing a low,
short, sweet ditty a t Tiverton, during brilliant
sunshine, about 1 p.m. on Nov. 23, last. The
song was frequently repeated a t very short
intervals for about five minutes. I cannot,
well compare it with the song of any other
bird, as it seemed to be quite distinct.
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Annals of an English Hamlet.
The following paper was read by Mr Wm
Barclay, Banff:—
A little time ago Major Chinn, of Portsoy,
gave me a look of the exhaustive and handsomely got-up Records of his native district of
Knowle in Warwickshire. I t is a book of over

