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In 1278 of a Manor Court held a t Knowle.
These Manor Courts were inferior to County
or Hundred Courts and were held for the preservation of peace and good government of
each particular community. On this occasion
of six and a half centuries ago there came before the Court such matters as defaults, concealments, disturbances of the peace, encroachments, trespass by cattle, brewing of
ale contrary to regulations, in fact anything
t h a t had happened in the least way contrary
to the ordinary routine of r u r a l life, and the
delinquent was punished 'by a fine. This is
one of the oldest documents belonging to
Knowle. Few surnames are given, such designations being used as Roger the Barker,
Juliana a t the Gate, John son of Thomas,
Richard atte Mill, Roger atte Wood, Mathew
of the Temple; the amount of the fine was for
the most p a r t 2d, 3d, or 4d, although when
Walter, son of William, cut thorns in the
lord's wood more t h a n he ought to do the fine
was 6d; when Isonda, wife of Thomas Scott,
struck a boy, she got off for 2d, b u t when
J u l i a n a Gery committed lewdness, the fine
was 5d. The first known document relating to
Knowle is a deed of date about 1200 constituting a grant of dower for life of three estates,
including t h a t of Gnoll (Knowle) to Amice de
Traci, by William de Arden of Hampton. Another document quoted is the certificate of the
consecration of the Church of Knowle in 1402
by Nicholas, Bishop of Dunkeld, appointed to.
t h a t office during t h e great schism in the Roman Catholic Church when both Popes and
Anti-Popes sought to administer the affairs of
the faithful.
The book, it will be gathered, constitutes
quite an exhaustive record of a tiny community in the midlands of England, and from
what h a s been said of its contents we may
learn something perhaps of w h a t h a s been
done throughout the centuries by those who,
while only names to us, and who have long
since lived their day and crossed the bourne,
have so left their record in the history of
the hamlet t h a t even still it requires small
imagination to endow them again with living
flesh and blood and to see them immersed in
the little joys and troubles of their own time
and generation.
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Juvenile Friendly Societies.
The President t h e r e a f t e r delivered his retiring address as follows on the Juvenile
Friendly Society of New Aberdour and the
Dufftown Juvenile Society:—
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As f a r as can be made out after consider
able enquiry, those are the only two societies
now in existence, which seem to have originated for a similar purpose, and whose
methods of government and traditions have
been maintained in almost unimpaired completeness, since their institution nearly one
hundred years ago.
The New Aberdour Society was formed on
the 27th day of January 1829, that of Dufftown on J a n u a r y 26th, 1835. The original
records of the New Aberdour organisation
are in excellent preservation and the following extracts have been taken from the first
minute book.
Rules and Regulations of the Juvenile Friendly
Society of New Aberdour.
This Society, which is entitled the Juvenile
Friendly Society of New Aberdour, was instituted the twenty-seventh day of January,
Anno Domini One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Twenty-nine, for the purpose of establishing a fund, in order to assist its members,
at a proper age, to enter into another society
under the protection of the constitution of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain: And
it was resolved upon, that this Society should
be governed by the following Rules and
Regulations.
Article 1st.—No person shall be admitted
a. member of this Society, unless he shall
have been personally acquainted with at
least two of its members for six months
previous to his making application; be sound
in body and mind, and not above eighteen,
nor below six years of age; a certificate of
age must 'be granted if required.
2nd.—The manner of admitting new members into this Society shall be by ballot,
and no meeting that does not consist of at
least five members, can give admission into
this Society.
3rd.—In all time coming the Quarterly
Meetings shall be held on the following days,
viz.:—The first Tuesday of April, the first
Tuesday of July, the first Tuesday of October,
and the fifth day of January, which is to be
the Annual General Meeting for electing
Office-bearers and settling the accounts of
the Society.
4th.—If the annual day fall on Sunday the
Monday following shall be held, on which
day the following Office-bearers shall be
chosen, viz.:—President, Treasurer, Secretary,
and Officer, with Eleven of a Committee. Officebearers included, five of whom is a quorum.

b

63

64

Ba
n

ffs

hi

re

Fi

el

d

C

lu

b

A Minute-Book, Entry-Book, and Cash-Book,
the duty of the Office-bearers and Committee
with the manner of election, all to be on the
same principle as the Friendly Society.
5th.—Before proceeding to the election pf
the Juvenile Office-bearers, the members shall
appoint Three of the Members of the Friendly
Society
as
Senior
Office-bearers, viz.:—
President, Treasurer, and Clerk, to conduct
their affairs according to foresaid rule.
6th.—The dues of admission into this
Society shall be sixpence to the fund, which
money must be paid to the Treasurer before
admission. The Entry Money may be afterwards altered by a m a j o r i t y of three-fourths
of the members present a t any Annual
Meeting.
7th.—Every member must pay into the
Treasurer at every Quarterly Meeting Threepence Sterling as Quarterpennies, and any
member neglecting to pay for more than four
Quarters shall forfeit all title to the Society.
8th.— The Entry Money is to remain as
a fund to the Society, and their Quarter
(pennies to be paid them a t the age of
Eighteen to enable them to join any other
society—and it is to be understood t h a t this
money is to go to no other end than as
Entry Money to another society.
9th.—Any member arriving a t the age of
Eighteen finding it not convenient a t t h a t
time to join the funds of another society,
shall intimate the same to the Office-bearers
and let their portion of the funds remain
on Bank Interest, to be paid along with said
portion upon their becoming members of any
other society, provided it be before they pass
the age of Twenty-five years; in failing to do
so the money shall become p a r t of the divi
ible funds, and whatever money is forfeited
by irregularity of payment of Quarter
Pennies, or other misbehaviour shall become
p a r t of the divisible funds
10th.—If any member die before he is of
age to receive his portion from the Society,
wnat falls to his share shall he given to his
relations to help to d e f r a y the expense of
his funeral, and each member is bound to
subscribe his quota for t h a t purpose to what
a majority of the Society shall think proper,
the subscription not to exceed threepence
sterling.
11th.—That this Society m a y be conducted
with decency and good order, the members
are to avoid all h e a t and passion, and act
as f a r as possible in concord and unanimity.
Any member becoming a h a b i t u a l swearer,
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or profane talker, or found to be a slanderer
or tale-bearer, or who shall quarrel or fight
with his neighbour, or otherwise bring disgrace on his own or the Society's character,
shall be expelled the Meeting for the first
offence, and must stand public rebuke of the
Senior Office-bearers for tne second, and shall
be expelled the Society and his name erazed
from the Books for the third.
12th.—As this Society does not consider itself competent to f r a m e Laws and Regulations altogether suitable for their successors
in all ages and circumstances, it is agreed
upon t h a t if any alteration is thought expedient in any of these laws, or a new one
is to be made, the proposal and reasons
thereof shall at the time be recorded in the
Books of the Society, and explained to the
members, a t least a full year before the same
takes place; and then a majority of threefourths of the members present shall determine as to its passing into law.
13th.—The President and office-bearers for
' the time are to enforce the observance of
these Rules, and in case of their failing to do
so, the other .members are to insist on their
being strictly obeyed; and no dissolution of
this Society shall take place while five members are willing to continue.
Those Rules and Regulations, along with a
set of revised ones, are written on the first
pages of the minute book.
The first minute reads as follows:—
New Aberdour, 27th January 1829.-Several
of the juvenile inhabitants of New Aberdour
and its neighbourhood, having resolved to
form themselves into a society, met for that
purpose this evening in the house of John
Mavor. When John Mavor was called upon
to be their Senior President, James Cummine,
Senior Treasurer, and William Stewart, Senior
Secretary, the foregoing Rules were read and
unanimously agreed to by all present m e n
the following signed the Rules and became
members, viz., Samuel Stewart, New Aberdour; John Mavor, do ; Alexr. Mavor, do ;
George Laird, do.; William Club, do.; John
Milne, do.; John Murcar, do.; James Watson,
Wareland, and George Laird, Martinsmuir,
and paid their entry money as per cash book.
They then proceeded to the election of their
Juvenile Office-bearers for the time being,
John Milne, President.
Samuel Stewart, Treasurer.
John Mavor, Secretary.
William Club, Officer.
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Members of Committee:
Alex. Mavor, George Laird 1st, James Watson, George Laird 2nd, J o h n Murcar. At the
same time it was agreed upon to hold their
first annual day on the last Tuesday of Febr u a r y for collecting Quarter-pennies and sett
ling the business of the Society.
JOHN MAVOR, P r .
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In 1832 the quarterly meetings which should
have taken place on J u l y 3rd and October 2nd
were not held, and soon after, except on special occasions, the annual general meeting
was the only one convened, except two committee meetings, which were held, one in December, before, and the other in J a n u a r y ,
after, the annual general one. With the stoppage of the quarterly meetings the dues were
collected annually instead of quarterly.
The next important event in the history of
this Institution took place on 24th December
1833, when, a t a meeting of the p a r e n t s and
guardians of the juvenile members for t h e
purpose of taking into consideration the
rules of the Society, it was resolved upon to'
alter the Seventh, Eighth and Twelfth Articles, and the Clerk was instructed to write
these alterations to 'be presented on the annual day.
The proposed revision was placed before the
Annual Meeting on 5th J a n u a r y 1834, and on
December 23rd, 1834, a t a meeting of the Juvenile Society, along with their parents and
guardians, the altered rules were finally approved, and signed by nine p a r e n t s or guardians, and five juvenile members above fourteen years of age; and were as follows:—It is
important to note t h a t the preamble and the
1st Article were also altered although no notice of this is taken in the minutes.
Rules and Regulations
of the
Juvenile Friendly Society of New Aberdour.
This Society, which is to be called the Juvenile Friendly Society of New Aberdour, was
instituted the twenty-seventh day of J a n u a r y ,
Eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, for the
purpose of cultivating concord and unanimity, making its Juvenile members acquainted with the n a t u r e of Society, and raising a small divisible fund for t h e sake of regularity and order—and it was resolved upon
that this Society should be governed by the
following Rules and Regulations:—
Article 1st.—-No member will be admitted
into this Society unless they be recommended
by one or more of its members, and with t h e
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consent of their parents or guardians, and
not under six nor above sixteen years of age;
a certificate of age must be produced if required.
Articles 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th are the same
as in the original Regulations. The new
Rules then proceed:—
6th.—The dues of admission into this Society shall be sixpence of Entry Money, which
money must be paid to the Treasurer before
admission, and threepence at every Quarterly
meeting as Quarter-pennies, and any Member
neglecting to pay his Quarter-pennies for six
quarters will be deprived of all benefit from
the Society.
7th.—When a Member arrives at the age of
eighteen, they shall receive all their portion
of the fund at the first annual meeting; and,
if they are inclined, they may lodge the same
on interest with the Society, to be marked in
a Register for that purpose and paid back to
them at any meeting; and in case of the member's decease to be paid to their nearest relation or guardian, if called for within the
space of seven years after the same is lodged,
and if not called for within that time, the
money shall become part of the divisible
funds; and whatever money is forfeit by irregularity of payment of Quarter-pennies or
other misbehaviour shall become part of the
divisible funds; if a member die before he is
of age to receive his portion from the funds
what falls to his share shall be given to his
relations to help to defray the expense of his
funeral, who must grant a receipt to the
Treasurer for the same.
8th.—That the Society may 'be conducted
with decency and order, those wishing to become members must be recommended for being dutiful children and obedient servants;
they must avoid all quarrelling and act as
far as possible in concord and unanimity.
Any member becoming a habitual swearer or
profane talker, or found to be a slanderer or
tale-bearer or who shall quarrel or fight with
his neighbour or otherwise bring disgrace on
his own or the Society's character, shall be
expelled the meeting for the first offence, and
must stand a public rebuke of the Senior
Office-bearers for the second and be expelled
the Society and his name erazed from the
books for the third.
9th.—As this Society does not consider itself
competent to frame laws and regulaions altogether suitable for their successors in all ages
and circumstances, it is agreed upon that if
any alterations be thought expedient in any
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of these laws or new ones necessary to be
made the proposals and reaBons thereof shall
be clearly explained to the members a t least
a year before the same take place and the
office-bearers shall call a meeting of the
parents or guardians of the members, and if
agreed to by a m a j o r i t y of three-fourths of
those present the same shall pass into law.
10th.—These Laws and Regulations shall be
enforced by the office-bearers, until they are
altered as aforesaid, and no dissolution of
this Society shall take place while five members are willing to continue.
The last entry in the old minute book is
dated 22nd December 1857, and is t h a t of a
committee meeting. I t is not signed and concludes:—The Annual Meeting to meet here on
Tuesday the 5th J a n u a r y 1858, a t 11 o'clock
a.m. Minutes continued in new Minute Book.
Date of first minute, J a n u a r y the fifth, One
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight.
Unfortunately, the first books of the Dufftown Juvenile Society have disappeared, and
the first record of this Institution is a roll of
333 members, dated 26th J a n u a r y 1849. This
document waB recently found by Miss Cantlie,
Fochabers, a sister of Sir James Cantlie, and
handed over to Mr John M'Pherson, who has
been for several years and now is President
of the Society. It was found among some old
papers belonging to her father, the late Mr
William Cantlie of Keithmore, and Agent of
the Town and County Bank a t Dufftown. The
handwriting of the roll is beautiful, quite a
work of art, and the heading reads as
follows:—
Scheme of Division of the Funds belonging
to the Dufftown Juvenile Society, instituted
upon 26th J a n u a r y 1835, and now dissolved,
namely, the sum of One Hundred and Seventy
Five Pounds 4/53, in equal shares of Ten
shillings and fourpence one-eighth to each of
the following 333 members, who were found
clear on the Quarter-penny Book of the said
Society upon 16th J a n u a r y 1849. when the
business of the Society was finally wound up,
26th J a n u a r y 1849.
From a perusal of this, one might naturally conclude t h a t the Society then ceased to
exist; but, as will be seen from future records, this was not really the case. Since
1873, from which date minute and " E n t r y and
Quarter-penny" Books have been preserved,
the Society has been wound up, and re-instituted every ten years; and from its institution in 1835 the constitution of the Society arranged for a winding up and paying out of
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the members every so many years. This
knowledge was obtained first-hand by the
writer of this paper from original members.
In this way it differs from the New Aberdour
Institution which cannot be dissolved so long
as five members are willing to continue, and
where the members are paid-out at the age of
18 years.
The first extant minute of the Dufftown
Juvenile Society reads:—
At Dufftown the second day of January
1873, in a meeting of the committee of the
Dufftown Juvenile Society about to be dissolved, it was proposed and unanimously
agreed to form a new Society upon the same
principles, and it was therefore resolved t h a t
the parties present should form a commencement to said Society, and that Mr Alexander
Dey be appointed Treasurer and Clerk pro
tempore.
Then there follow in unbroken succession
the following entries:—
At Dufftown, the Eighteenth day of J a n u a r y
1873, in a Meeting of the Members of the Dufftown Juvenile Society, a full attendance of
members being present, Mr Peter Thompson,
Fife Mills, Dufftown, was called to the chair.
It was resolved t h a t the Society be designated as formerly "The Dufftown Juvenile Society." Resolved t h a t the following members
be elected office-bearers:—
Mr Peter Thompson, President.
Mr William Mitchell, Vice-President.
Mr Peter Naughtie, Treasurer.
Mr Alexander Dey, Clerk.
Mr Peter Grant, Secretary.
Mr William Grant, Box Master.
Mr Donald M'Kay, Armour Bearer.
Mr John Dey, Standard Bearer.
Mr James Stronach, Steward.
Mr John Symon. .jun., do.
Mr James Ward, do.
Mr William Taylor, do.
Mr James Taylor, do.
Mr John Mitchell, do.
Mr William Mitchell, jun.. Key-keeper.
Mr William Gauld, Officer.
Mr John Innes, Committee.
Mr Charles Garden, do.
Mr Wm. Glass, do.
Mr George Jessiman, do.
It was resolved t h a t the Annual General
Meeting should be held annually on the first
day of January. the first one to he on the
first J a n u a r y 1874, and in the event of that
date falling upon Saturday or Sunday, the
meeting shall be held on the Monday follow-
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ing. Mr Alexander Dey, Interim Treasurer,
handed over to Mr Peter Naughtie the new
Treasurer the sum of six pounds three shillings sterling, being the Entry Money of two
hundred and forty-six members joined to this
date, and the new Treasurer made offer of
Messrs John Innes and Peter Thompson as security to the Society for his intromissions,
which "being accepted, they accordingly sign
this minute along with him.
The following members were appointed a
Sub-committee for the purpose of revising the
Bye-laws, Rules and Regulations, and making
any necessary alterations, and to lay the
same before a meeting of the Committee at
an early date, viz.: Messrs Thompson, Naughtie, Dey and Grant.
Adjourned.
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PETER NAUGHTIE.
JOHN INNES.
PETER THOMPSON.
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At Rose Cottage, Errol Bank, Dufftown, this
21st J a n u a r y 1873, the sub-committee of the
Dufftown Juvenile Society, appointed to revise
the Bye-laws, Rules and Regulations of the Society, being met, all present, and the President having been called to the chair, the
Committee went carefully over the Bye-laws,
&c., and amended them as follows:—
Bye-Laws, Rules and Regulations.
First.—A Committee of sixteen Members
above twenty-one years of age shall be elected annually a t the General Meeting of the
Society, such Committee to be elected by members above sixteen years of age, and to consist of the following office-bearers, viz.:—A
President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer, a
Clerk, a Secretary, a Box Master, an Armour
Bearer, a Standard Bearer, six Stewards, a
Key-keeper, and an Officer, five of the said
Committee to be a quorum.
Second.—A Committee of twenty-one Boys
shall be elected annually, none of whom shall
be above sixteen years of age, the said Committee to be elected by Boys below t h a t age,
no grown up members of the Society having
any voice in the election of the' Junior Committee.
Third.—Every one becoming a member of
this Society before the General Meeting in
J a n u a r y 1874, shall pay to the Treasurer the
sum of sixpence as E n t r y Money. A Quarterpenny shall be payable annually a t the General Meetings, to be held on t h e first day of
J a n u a r y or within eight days thereafter, and
any members failing to pay their Quarterpence within t h a t time, shall be liable for
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interest at the rate of one penny per annum
for every year in arrears; and, it they allow
themselves to be over three years in arrears,
they shall be struck off the roll of members.
The Quarterpenny is hereby fixed a t sixpence.
In the event of the first day of January falling upon Saturday or Sunday, the Annual
General Meeting of that year shall be held
on the Monday following.
Fourth.—Every one becoming members of
this Society a t and after the General Meeting
of 1874, must pay Entry Money and Quarterpence equally, the same as if they had entered the Society at the beginning, with interest thereon up to the time they become
members.
Fifth.—The whole of the Society's funds shall
be lodged by the Treasurer in a Bank or Banks,
and the Interest thereon annually added to
the Stock. Should there be any surplus arising from ticket money of the Society's Annual
Ball after defraying the expenses of the same,
it shall be added to the Funds.
Sixth.—No sick allowances shall be given out
of this Society's funds, but in lieu thereof Five
Shillings of Mortality Money shall be allowed
upon the death of a member after the General
Meeting of 1874, which sum the Treasurer of
the Society shall pay to the proper party,
upon getting due intimation of the death of
the Member, provided the deceased was clear
on the Society's Quarterpenny Book at t h e
Annual Meeting preceding his death, or within
eight days thereafter.
Seventh—Any member going out of the
Country, so that it might be inconvenient for
him to continue a member of the Society,
shall be a t liberty to sell his share, it being
understood that the Committee shall get the
first offer of his or their shares, and may pay
the same out of the Society's funds, if they
consider it profitable to do so. Failing this he
may sell his share to any person, who is fit
to be admitted a Member of the Society. Memherb so admitted must pay sixpence to the Clerk
for getting their names inserted in the Society's Books.
Eighth.—The Treasurer and Clerk of the Society shall receive the sum of Three shillings
each for their Trouble, and any Member proposed for election to either of those offices, who
shall decline to accept the same without assigning a sufficient reason, must pay one shilling as a fine for so doing. The Treasurer
shall be changed annually, and shall give Two
Securities for all his Intromissions to the satisfaction of the Senior Committee.
Ninth.—All Members capable of attending-
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must be present a t the Annual General Meeting of the Society, and, after the necessarybusiness is transacted, there shall be a procession of the Members through the streets of
the Burgh. The Junior Committee shall walk
in front and the other Boys—Members of the
Society—behind them, and the Senior Committee shall walk a t regular distances among
the Boys to keep order, and the other grown
up Members of t h e Society, two and two, in
the rear of the boys.
Tenth.—After the procession a Ball shall be
held in the evening, the price of the tickets to
be threepence for all Members under sixteen
years of age, and all Members above sixteen
years of age shall pay sixpence for each ticket.
The Stewards shall furnish Bread and Beer—
(since changed to "the refreshments")—to the
Company at the Ball, but no spirituous liquors
shall be allowed in the same, neither shall anyone be a t liberty to go out of the Ballroom to
any house, for the purpose of drinking the
same, otherwise the said Member shall immediately be struck off t h e Society. No person
who is not a Member shall oe admitted into the
Ball.
Eleventh.—Members must keep order, and
regularity a t all the meetings, and Balls of the
Society, and no Member shall be allowed to
come into the same drunk. Should any Member do so, he shall be struck off the Society,
and turned out of the Meeting or Ball. The
Society shall be dissolved a t the General Meeting of 1883, when the last Quarterpenny is
payable, and the funds then belonging to the
Society shall be divided equally, as soon as
possible thereafter, amongst the then Members, who shall be found clear on the Society's
Books, within one week a f t e r the said General
Meeting.
P . THOMPSON, P .

Dufftown, 11th February 1873, in a Meeting of
the Committee of the Dufftown Juvenile Society with a good attendance of Members and
the President in the chair, the former Minutes
of Meetings were read and approved. The Byelaws, as revised, were read and sanctioned.
Thereafter William Grant, President of the
old Society, presented to the new Society the
Box, Four Flags, &c., &c.
PETER THOMPSON, P .

At New Aberdour, the members meet at 10
a.m., a t the parish hall, and parade the village, returning to the hall, where the annual
dues are collected, and any members, who have
reached the age of 18 years, are paid out. In
both villages the Boys meet about 2 p.m. for
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"The Walk," each wearing a sash. Headed by
a, pipe and drum band, with banners and flags
flying they march through the streets in twos,
flanked on each side by the older members.
"The Boys' W a l k " is looked forward to by old
and young, and is a regular gala day, many
natives, often from long distances, and old residenters renewing acquaintances of their
younger days.
At Dufltown "The Boys' Ball," which has always been associated with "The Walk," is held
in the evening. The floor is reserved for t h e
younger members of the community from seven
to ten o'clock, when the mass of surging joyf u l children is a sight not easily forgotten. At
10 o'clock the juveniles retire, and adults take
their place. Others t h a n members of the Society have been for many years admitted to
t h e ball, and a n y surplus .from t h e drawings,
a f t e r paying expenses, is now given for some
charitable or deserving purpose. During the
last two years £20 were handed over to the
Royal I n f i r m a r y . Aberdeen, £10 to the Shenhen
Cottage Hospital, £10 to the Mortlach War
Memorial, and £9 to the Dufltown Amenities
Committee.
T h a t the two Societies are unique and each
one unique in its own way, cannot be doubted.
May they both continue to flourish and carry
on their splendid work and traditions.

Cordial votes of t h a n k s were passed to the
authors of the papers and to the President for
the important services he had rendered to the
Club during the two years of his presidency.
The President acknowledged the votes of
thanks, and concluded by proposing Sheriff
More as his successor, which motion was carried by acclamation. The other office-hearers
were elected as follows—Vice-Presidents—
Sheriff Grant, Inverness Messrs George D.
Thomson, M.A., Kindrought; James T. Gordon,
Cupar Fife:
John
Graham
Callander,
F.S.A.Scot., Edinburgh; John Yeats, M.A.,
Banff: Professor W. G. Craib, Aberdeen: Dr
Andrew B. Murray, Banff; John M. Bulloch,
LL.D., London; Lawrence Watt, Clydebank;
William Barclay, Banff: Dr A. E. Mahood, Tiverton; William Alexander, Banff; Dr Alex.
Grant, M.B., B.Sc., Dufftown; Treasurer, John
Tough; Secretary, John Yeats; Assistant-Secretary, Wm. Simpson: Members of C o u n c i l Messrs John Garden, Wm. Jeffrey, M.A., C. S.
M'Pherson, LL.D., William Robertson, and Dr
A. Ledingham; Corresponding Members or Local
Secretaries—George D. Thomson. Kindrought;
T. J . Anderson, Cullen; and Malcolm Gray,
Buckie.

