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Waxwings in the North.
The following communication was read from
Dr A. E. Mahood, Tiverton:—
As the present visitation of waxwings to
various p a r t s of Scotland, including the town
of Banff, has attracted much attention, a survey of the history of their erratic immigrations in North-east Scotland will be of interest. The earliest record for England states
t h a t one or two were shot a t York in January 1680, hut the species was well known to
Sir Thomas Browne about 1668, and most probably visited t i e country long before t h a t time.
It appeared in the parish of Slains. Aberdeenshire, in 1788, and it is also mentioned in
the Old Statistical Account of 'Strichen parish.
Two were shot at Gordon Castle, Fochabers,
December 29, 1809; when a good many were
seen there for some dayB. About 1836 the Rev.
James Smith says it was r a r e in the parish
of Banff, and t h a t there was a specimen in
the Museum. Writing in 1843 the Rev. Dr
Gordon, of Birnie, described it as a r a r e
straggler in Moray, one having been killed
about 1833 a t Knock of Alves. Henry St John
states t h a t [about 1847] it visited Moray a t irregular and long intervals, usually in considerable numbers, but widely scattered. According to the Rev. Dr Gordon the great
flight of waxwings which occurred in several
parts of Great Britain in J a n u a r y 1850 was
well marked over a wide area in the North of
Scotland. During t h a t month two were killed
a t Aldovie, near Lochness; four were seen
(two killed) at Glenferness, on the Findhorn;
two were killed near Dalvey, and four were
seen at the distillery near Forres; one was
killed at Elgin; a small flock was seen (two
killed) near Innes House, 5 miles from Elgin.
In the same month one got down a chimney
in Gardenstown, Gamrie, on a very stormy
night of hail and roaring north wind; and
flocks occurred about Aberdeen, some specimens being obtained.
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One was shot n e a r Banff in J a n u a r y 1851,
and apparently two were obtained there in
March. One was shot in Blackhall woods, and
one at Kinmundy, near Peterhead, in April.
Thomas Edward, writing about 1855-6. says
that the waxwing occurred as an occasional
winter visitor in Banffshire, then few or perhaps none, and t h a t this might be the case
for many succeeding years.
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One was killed in Strathspey, December
1859; one a t Abernethy in 1860; and one at
Gardenstown, J a n u a r y 1, 1860. M'Leay of Inverness had two from Aberdeenshire in .the
first week of December 1863. During November
—December of t h a t year a considerable number occurred from Wick to Norfolk, so the absence of other local records may be due to
lack of interested observers. About 1865 one
was shot at Greenhaugh, near Huntly. Then
in 1866 one was killed in the parish of Auchindoir, and, on December 4, one near Aberdeen;
where two others were obtained about the
same date.
In 1871 one was killed in the Old Moss of
Gight in October, and one at Woodhead
[Fyvie] in November. Two were shot in the
Den of Rothie, December 1872. Five were seen
in a garden in Banff, mid-February 1879,
"when we had all the appearance of living
within the Arctic regions." One was shot a t
Meldrum House, Aberdeenshire, on January
12, 1882; and one was seen twice in the eighties
a t Aikenway, Lower Strathspey.
In J a n u a r y 1893 two occurred in the parish
of Tough, and one was killed near Rhyme on
February 25 One was killed a t Fochabers in
1893 or 1895. Two were shot near New Pitsligo,
J a n u a r y 1893; one was picked up at Pennan
and another near Ardwell, Upper Cabrach,
early t h a t year. Two out of three were shot
at Broadbog Glass, near Huntly, in the
spring of 1895. One was shot at 'The Orchard," Duff House, about 1896. Two were shot
a t Tomintoul, November 13, 1897; one a t Findhorn on the 4th, and another a t Methlick,
Aberdeenshire, on the same day; two at Parkstile, Strathdon, December 4, and five a t
Rhynie.
One, out of three, was shot at Tomintoul
a b o u t November 1901. Two were seen at Duff
House, Banff, on November 16, 1901. Waxwings were common in Aberdeenshire during
the autumn of 1903. A flock of forty or fifty
occurred a t Nethy Bridge, Speyside, in Janu a r y 1904; four were still there during the
first week in May. Our Secretary, Mr John
Teats, has lately presented a specimen to
Banff Museum which was shot at Garronhaugh, Rothiemay, November 20, 1906. One was
caught near Keith about 1912. A small flock
occurred at Fochabers. November—December
1913, one of which I saw preserved. One occurred a t New Deer in J a n u a r y 1914, and one
was seen at Cairntown, Deeside, on December
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24, 1918. According to The Field for April 23,
1921, solitary waxwings h a d been reported on
several occasions, and in a few cases small
flocks of ten to a dozen in different English
counties during the previous three months.
Some may have visited the North-east of Scotland during the winter of 1920-21, b u t I have
not seen any records. However it seems t h a t
1921 will be known as a Waxwing year in
Scotland.
Mr James Ritchie, of the National Museum.
Edinburgh, has received reports of groups of
waxwings having been seen d u r i n g November
in widely distant p a r t s of Scotland, evidently
members of a great a r m y ' of immigrants.
Letters from other correspondents have also
appeared in The Scotsman from the 19th onwards, including one from Dr M'Pherson, who
saw about a dozen waxwings feeding in his
garden in Banff on November 19. I have heard
from our Secretary t h a t Mr George Reid saw
over half a dozen in his g a r d e n the same
month. It is important t h a t as m a n y reports
a s possible should he sent in, as Mr Ritchie
says it is intended to publish a full account
ofthe movements of this bird in t h e Scottish
Naturalist,
I t is quite unnecessary t o shoot specimens
for identification, some p a r t i c u l a r s of t h e
plumage and size a r e enough. No bird resident in or visiting the British Isles can be
confused with the waxwing.
I t is 71/4 to 8
inches long, t h a t is about the length of the
pied wagtail, and shorter t h a n the song
thrush, which is 9 inches. The general colour
is greyish brown, or ruddy, shading into ashgrey above the t a i l and on t h e abdomen.
There is a conspicuous chestnut brown crest,
which is frequently elevated. A black eyestreak and bib are easily seen. There a r e
white and yellow bands in t h e wings, as well
a s the highly characteristic red sealing wax
tips on four to eight of t h e secondary quills.
The tail is comparatively short, black and
with a pale yellow band a t the end. Some of
the tail feathers m a y have small red wax-like
tips; and it should always be mentioned whether these are present or not. The under tailcoverts are chestnut. The female is said to
be duller in colour t h a n the male, but it is
difficult to distinguish the sexes by their
plumage. The kind of food and other habits
of the bird should be described as fully as
possible.
Other names applied to this bird are Carolina Chatterer, Bohemian Chatterer, a n d Ger-
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m a n Silktail. I t breeds in Northern Scandinavia, the Arctic regions of Russia, Asia a n d
North America within the tree-limits.
I shall be very glad to obtain any additions
to this list, which, I fear, is by no means a
complete record of the local history of a most
interesting bird.
Strathspeys and Reels.
There was read a paper by t h e President,
Dr Grant, school medical officer, on Banffshire
composers of strathspeys, &c„ and their works
were illustrated by selections played by two
of the finest musicians in the North, Mr
J a m e s B. Paterson, Bracoden, on the piano,
and Mr James Henry, Macduff, on the violin.
The paper and the selections t h a t were played
formed together a t r e a t of an unusual kind,
a n d it was greatly enjoyed by the large company present. The pieces "thus performed and
their composers were:—James Macpherson—
Macpherson's R a n t ; William Marshall—House
of Candacraig, O' a' the airts, Craigellachie
Bridge, and Lochrynach; Isaac Cooper—Miss
Forbes' Farewell to Banff and Mrs James Duff;
Robert Petrie—Mrs Garden of Troup; Charles
Grant—Ben Rinnes and Glenrinnes ; James
Paterson—We'll a' meet abune, Glendowachie r
and the Longman Tap; Alexander Walker—
t h e Braes of Letterfourie; William Loggie—
strathspeys; William Martin—Mr Murray of
Pittendreich and Mr Joseph Bank ; J a m e s
Watt—Charles Carle, James Watt, strathspey
in b minor, and unnamed reel; James b.
Paterson—Mrs Ledingham of Boyndie (Schoolhouse), Craigenroan, reel, Buckie Riots, and
Shanks' Mare; William Chalmers—The Nor
Bank, strathspey and reel; James Henry—
Jackstown Cottage and the Heckler; and RevFather Gordon (harmonised by)—Farewell t o
Keithmore.
Dr Grant's paper was as follows:—
STRATHSPEYS—BANFFSHIRE COMPOSERS.

James Macpherson.
James Macpherson, the first strathspey composer of whom there is authentic proof, was
an illegitimate branoh of the family of Invereshie in Inverness-shire. His mother was
gipsy, but he was reared at his father s house
until the latter's death, when he was taken
under his mother's charge, where he acquired
the habits and pursuits of her race. He had
certain mental accomplishments of a high

