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The annual meeting of the Club "was held
this evening a t Banff, the President, ex-Provost Alexander, in the chair.
Three new members were nominated for
election.
Annual Reports.
The Secretary, Mr Yeats, presented his
annual Teport, as follows:—
Since the l a s t Annual Report was read on
20th November 1919, the Club has held three
ordinary meetings, all of which were well
attended.
The subjects discussed at the
Meetings have been interesting and well
handled; and what may be called the perm a n e n t results, i.e., the additions to our
printed Transactions, a r e at least up to the
average in extent and importance. At the
Annual Meeting we had a pretty lengthy list
of additions to the Flora of Banffshire. These
additions consisted for the most p a r t of finds
of plants in parishes where they had not
previously been recorded. But there were also a
few records new to the whole county.
A
very important botanical windfall was the
list of Mr John Bisset's collection, made in
the Portsoy district in the early sixties of
last century.
This suggests an important
service t h a t even non-botanists can render by
discovering t h e lists of former botanists and
forwarding them to Professor Craib or to the
Secretary.
The Secretary feels t h a t he is only voicing
the sentiments of the members of the Club
when he most heartily congratulates Professor Craib on his well-merited promotion.
We have been very fortunate indeed in
having one so capable and so enthusiastic a t
the head of our botanical department.
We have been accustomed to very interesting and important presidential addresses during our whole existence as a. Club,andMr
Alexander's long and interesting contribution
is well up to the high standard set up by
former presidents. His subject allowed an int i m a t e and extensive knowledge of the minstrelsy of t h i s North-eastern part, of Scotland,
and one could not help wondering how he.
with so much material a t his command, could
have remained a member of the Club for
forty years without breaking out insong.The
address is one to be read, not described.
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Then we had a paper, or r a t h e r a lecture, byMr Marxer on X-rays. The lecture was illustrated by lantern elides, with t h e help of
which Mr Marxer was able to give a, very
intelligible exposition of a r a t h e r difficult
subject.
Members sometimes excuse themselves for not attending (meetings on the plea
t h a t they can get everything in the Transactions. But no printed report could give
any adequate idea of such a subject as Xrays without the lantern illustrations.
Next we have a very interesting paper by
Father Mackay, Preshome, on the "Bagpipes
in Peace and War." Mr Mackay gives a most
learned disquisition on the origin and h:story of the instrument, and gives an epitome
of the light thrown on the subject by ancient
a r t and literature. If he cannot show t h a t
bagpipes were invented by Scotsmen, he can
a t least show t h a t they were in use for martial music at a very early period of our history. Mr Mackay cites many instances where
the inspiring; strains of the bagpipes had, a t
the critical moment, turned what threatened
t o prove defeat into a glorious victory, and
more than insinuates t h a t the valour of our
Scottish Regiments is largely accounted for
by the fact t h a t it is inspired by the most
rousing martial music t h a t the world has
ever known.
We have next a very interesting paper by
Mr Alfred J. Leigh on Alchemy and Alchemists, whose great labours were undertaken
and persevered in stimulated by the hope of
finding the Philosopher's Stone and the
Elixir Vitae—the former to t u r n everything
into gold and the latter t o endow mankind
with perpetual youth.
These aims were
rather visionary and we are not surprised
t h a t they were not attained. But though
the alchemists failed in the literal attainment of their objects, we cannot doubt t h a t
their researches helped to lay t h e foundation
of the modern science of chemistry. Honest
painstaking work is never altogether in vain.
Columbus studied and toiled to find a more
direct route to India. He failed in t h a t but
discovered America. Our modern alchemists,
the chemists, have not succeeded in turning
say lead into fold, but they have succeeded
in making innumerable transmutations and
combinations t h a t have promoted the wealth
(i.e., the well-being) of mankind beyond the
power of the arithmetician to calculate or
even the dreamer to conceive.
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We come now t o the Joint Meeting of Nort h e r n Societies a t Elein, the papers read a t
which furnish a. valuable addition to our Transactions. Mr Leigh led off with a carefully prepared paper on the cold spell of November
l a s t year. Mr Leigh gives from his own observations exact details of the intensity and
duration of the frost a t Duff House meteorological station, and for comparison gives
notes of observations at other stations, and
records of severe frosts on former occasions.
The paper also contains observations on the
probable causes of these severe frosts and
their effects on public health and vegetation.
Mr Leigh's paper is a valuable one. I t will
be given in full in the Transactions and will
well r e p a y a perusal. For the f u r t h e r account of
what took place a t the Friday night meeting
and at the very interesting and well organised excursion on Saturday, we axe indebted
t o the very full and accurate narrative given
in t h e Banffshire Journal. Mr Muirhead exhibited a specimen of a very r a r e bird, and
Mr Taylor, Llanbryde, showed specimens of
fossils from the Triassic Rocks of Morayshire,
accompanied by explanations the gist of
which will appear in the Transactions, as will
also a pretty full abstract of Mr Burgess's
very full and exhaustive paper on the flora
of the Culbin Sands. The Saturday excursion
was a most interesting one.
Morayshire
abounds in districts rich in historical, antiq u a r i a n and scientific interest, and the excursion was planned to embrace as many of
these as possible. The excursion to the Culbin
Sands formed a fitting conclusion to the
Elgin joint meetings, which no one who took
p a r t in it will ever forget.
During the year the Club has lost two of
its Vice-Presidents, the Rev. George Sutherland, formerly of Portsoy, and the Rev. William Anderson, formerly of Whitehills. Mr
Sutherland was well versed in antiquities and
made several important contributions to our
transactions on Antiquarian subjects.
Mr
Anderson was more of a scientist. He was a
favourite pupil of Sir William Thomsons,
and was one of his scientific statt at tne
laying of t h e Atlantic Cable. His papers on
"Volcanoes," "The Pre-historic Inhabitants of
Boyndie," and "The Influence of Meteorology
on Soil and Vegetation" are well worth reading. The last mentioned had the distinction
of being reproduced in full in the Mark Lane
Express.
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Five new members have joined the Club, an.
accession which will probably more t h a n
make up for any loss of membership by resignation or otherwise.
The Treasurer, Mr John Tough, presented
the financial report as follows:—Income—
Balance on hand a t 16th October 1919 £71
19s 4d; members' subscriptions £17 7s 6d;
Banffshire Flora sold 10s; interest received
£6 2s; total £95 18s l0d. Expenditure—Collecting subscriptions 2s; printing and advertising £1 0s 6d; rent of room for meetings 15s;
Societies' Year Book 12s 6d; postages £1 3s 2d;
(balance on hand a t 20th October 1920—£92.
5s 8d; total £95 18s l0d.
The reports were adopted.
Scottish Dialect and Story.
The Chairman took as the subject of his.
presidential address Scottish Dialect
and
Story and said—
I was in 6ome difficulty to know what sort
of paper I would attempt to give as a closing
word at the end of my term in the Presidential chair. I could not think of attempting anything of an educative nature, so I
resolved to say a little about our Scottish
dialect, and to retell some of our humorous
Scottish stories, so t h a t perhaps we might
pass part of a not uninteresting evening, not
likely by " a feast of reason and flow of
soul," but in a homely talk about our
"Brither Scots" and our "Mither tongue,"
that may recall to your memory some of the
pawky, pithy, humorous sayings and as
pointed and smart retorts, in both question
and answer, of bygone generations.
The stories t h a t I may retell are mostly
very old chestnuts, but I have gone on t h e
supposition that even an old story may be
new to some one present, and on the principle "That a gweed tale cannot be too aften
tauld," and also t h a t " a little nonsense now
and then is relished by the wisest men." I
desire to say that I make no claim to originality whatever. 1 have used whatever came my
way which I thought suited my purpose. As
stated my main object was to contribute to
the passing of an interesting, half-hour by recalling to mind some of the witty and amusing
sayings of earlier generations. These stories
along with our ballads, songs, and proverbs
are mostly all couched in language spoken by
the whole nation before the Union, and has
so far assisted, not a little, in preserving

