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on his examination, acknowledged his purpose. The
Justices found the petitioner entitled to Knight's services, and that he must continue as before.' The negro
carried his case to the Sheriff, who held ' that the state
of slavery is not recognised by the laws of this kingdom,
and is inconsistent with the principles thereof; that the
regulations in Jamaica concerning slaves do not extend
to this kingdom.' The master in turn went to the Court
of Session, where there was a full debate, the point having never been previously decided. All that could be
said in favour of the legality aud expediency of slavery
was urged for Mr Wedderbnrn, who craved leave, if
he was not to be permitted to. keep a slave in Scotland,
to remove the negro to Jamaica. The Court found that
the dominion over Knight founded upon the Colonial
law was unjust, and could not be supported in this
country to any extent, while by the law of Scotland no
one could be removed from the land without his consent. The negro therefore had a complete triumph.
This decision may at first sight seem inconsistent
with the laws then in force relating to colliers and
salters. But it must be kept in mind, that while the
bondage of the latter was founded upon the theory of a
presumed consent, this negro had been sold into slavery
when a child, and incapable of the exercise of his will.
Besides, as has been seen, the Scottish Courts were unwilling to extend the limited slavery which then existed
There is a fact in connection with this case of Knight
which is of interest from a literary point of view.
Boswell, the biographer of Johnson, who was one of the
counsel for the negro, requested his illustrious friend
to dictate an argument for his use, which Johnson, as
we learn from the biography, accordingly did.
On the motion of the Kev. Sir Bruce, the Chairman
presented the thanks of the Club to the Sheriff for his
most interesting and instructive paper.
Mr SPENCE, the secretary, then read part of a paper
on the literature of the Banffshire Field Club district,
saying that it was his intention to reproduce as much of
the local literature as seemed of sufficient interest, and
to intersperse his gleanings with brief notices of those
authors and other men of talent who belong by birth to
the district. The reading was entirely taken up with
the literature which has accumulated about the Valley
of the Avon, its traditions, and superstitions, &c.
On the motion of Sheriff Scott Moncrieff, the thanks
of the meeting were conveyed to Mr Spence.
The minutes of the last meeting having been read and
approved of, eight gentlemen were admitted as members
of the Club, and fourteen additional gentlemen were
nominated. This will raise the membership of the Club
to over a hundred.
Mr HORNE'S motion for the admission of ladies as
members of the Club on payment of an annual subscription of 2s. 6d., was unanimously adopted ; as was also
his motion for providing cases for the north end of the
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Museum, in which the geological and archaeological
specimens already collected or to be collected by members of the Field Club and others interested, might be
arranged and preserved. In view of t h e fact that the
cases for the north end would cost much less than was
anticipated, Mr Horne gave notice of the following
motion for next meeting of t h e Club.-—* That cases
of the same style should be provided by t h e Club to
extend along the east Bide of the Museum Hall.'
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