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toxicating drink, the fruit , and odoriferous herbs, 
and set them by hiB side. Tbey also placed bread, 
meat, and onions for him. Then came forward a 
man with a dog, hewed him in two portions, 
and cast them into the ship. So brought they all 
the dead man's weapons, and laid them by his side. 
Then led they forth two beasts of harden (pack 
horses) and made them run till they were covered with 
sweat. Then they hewed them in pieces with the sword, 
and cast their flesh into the ship. So brought they forth 
two oxen, hewed them in pieces, and cast them into the 
ship. Next came they with a cock and hen, slew them, 
and cast them into the ship. All arrangements were 
made to enable the fire to do its work rapidly. The 
grave at Auchmill, from its size and construction, seems 
to point to the idea that its occupant had been a person 
of importance, perhaps a oh ief Is it too much to imagine 
that some such orgie as is here described may have at-
tended his cremation. 

Mr RUNCIEMAN exhibited fragments of the urn, &c., 
found in the grave, and drew on a blackboard a view 
in section of the grave. Some conversation followed, 
in the coarse of which a variety of ancient flint in-
struments were exhibited. 

On the motion of Provost Coutts, a cordial vote of 
thanks was awarded to Mr Runcieman, his paper 
having been very favourably received. 

COMETS. 
M r JOHN M I L N E , s c h o o l m a s t e r , K i n g - E d w a r d , r e a d 

an interesting and exhaustive paper on Comets and 
Meteors. 

Mr HORNE, in the course of some remarks, Bhowed 
how, by means of the spectrum analysis, the head of at 
least one comet had been proved conclusively to con-
sist of gas in an incandescent state, and that the tail of 
some comets shone by reflected light. 

On the motion of Rev. J . W. Geddie, a cordial vote 
of thanks was awarded to Mr Milne. 

PRESERVATION OF WILD BIRDS. 
The meeting considered Mr T. Edward's proposal to 

petition Parliament in favour of certain modifications 
being made iu the Wild Birds Preservation Act, with a 
view to the better preservation of wild birds. On the 
motion of Eev. James Davidson, seconded by Mr 
Horne, the following deliverance was adopted:— 
• That the Wild Birds' Preservation Act, although de-
fective in various particulars, is nevertheless calculated 
to do much to check the unwarranted destruction of 
our feathered friends, and that a fair trial of the Act 
should be afforded before petitioning for farther 
legislation on the subject be resorted to.' 
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